
Page 1 of 6  Stage 2 Legal Studies student response 
  Ref: A246205 (February 2013) 
  © SACE Board of South Australia 2013 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STAGE 2 LEGAL STUDIES 

ASSESSMENT TYPE 2: INQUIRY 

STUDENT RESPONSE 

(C STANDARD) 



Page 2 of 6  Stage 2 Legal Studies student response 
  Ref: A246205 (February 2013) 
  © SACE Board of South Australia 2013 



Page 3 of 6  Stage 2 Legal Studies student response 
  Ref: A246205 (February 2013) 
  © SACE Board of South Australia 2013 



Page 4 of 6  Stage 2 Legal Studies student response 
  Ref: A246205 (February 2013) 
  © SACE Board of South Australia 2013 

 
 
 



Page 5 of 6  Stage 2 Legal Studies student response 
  Ref: A246205 (February 2013) 
  © SACE Board of South Australia 2013 

 

Additional Comments 

Assessment Type 2: Inquiry (C) 

Knowledge and Understanding: 

 Appropriate understanding of sources of law regarding juries. 
 Some good points showing knowledge and understanding of the legal principles. 
 Some recognition for groups pushing for change but superficial. 

Inquiry: 

 Appropriate sources generally used, although focus on US cases is a limitation. A good range of sources: 
articles, specific cases, Acts and legal publications.  

 Some attempt to critique the process and some comments and recommendations. Some aspects done well, 
others inadequate. 

Evaluation: 

 Some attempt to evaluate the issues shaping arguments: role of race, television, reports and cases discussed 
but superficial. 

 Considered evaluation of principles in relation to rights and changes of the law. 
 Some attempts to present both sides of the argument and development of conclusion. 

Communication: 

 Accurate and coherent communication of different opinions and informed observations. 
 Use of legal terminology is appropriate showing a competent understanding. 
 Sources acknowledge appropriate footnotes; bibliography is good in parts but some sources are not 

adequate. 
 Overall a satisfactory C standard, particularly showing adequate inquiry and communication. 
 Evaluation and some aspects of knowledge could have been stronger. 
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Performance Standards for Stage 2 Legal Studies 
 
 

 Knowledge and 
Understanding 

Inquiry Analysis and Evaluation Communication 

A Comprehensive knowledge and 
perceptive understanding of 
relevant influences on the 
Australian legal system. 

Comprehensive knowledge and 
astute understanding of legal 
principles, processes, and 
structures.  

Perceptive recognition and 
understanding of ways in which 
the Australian legal system 
responds to diverse groups in the 
community. 

Astute and critical location, 
selection, documentation, and 
application of relevant sources. 

Incisive critique of legal 
processes and structures, with 
well-informed and well-
considered recommendations for 
change. 

Comprehensive analysis of the 
Australian legal, constitutional, 
and justice systems. 

Perceptive analysis of principles, 
processes, and structures in 
legal systems. 

Perceptive evaluation of legal 
issues or concepts through 
discussion and illustration of 
opposing arguments to reach an 
informed conclusion. 

Consistently accurate and 
coherent communication of highly 
informed observations and 
opinions on contemporary legal 
issues and debates, using 
different forms. 

Appropriate and astute use of 
legal terminology, indicating in-
depth understanding. 

Consistent and appropriate 
acknowledgment of a diverse 
range of sources. 

B Detailed knowledge and well-
considered understanding of 
relevant influences on the 
Australian legal system. 

Detailed knowledge and well-
considered understanding of legal 
principles, processes, and 
structures.  

Thoughtful recognition and 
understanding of ways in which 
the Australian legal system 
responds to diverse groups in the 
community. 

Considered and critical location, 
selection, documentation, and 
application of relevant sources. 

Convincing critique of legal 
processes and structures, with 
informed and considered 
recommendations for change. 

Detailed analysis of the 
Australian legal, constitutional, 
and justice systems. 

Well-considered analysis of 
principles, processes, and 
structures in legal systems. 

Thoughtful evaluation of legal 
issues or concepts through 
discussion and illustration of 
opposing arguments to reach an 
informed conclusion. 

Mostly accurate and coherent 
communication of well-informed 
observations and opinions on 
contemporary legal issues and 
debates, using different forms. 

Appropriate and well-considered 
use of legal terminology, indicating 
some depth in understanding. 

Mostly consistent and appropriate 
acknowledgment of a range of 
sources. 

C Appropriate knowledge and 
considered understanding of 
relevant influences on the 
Australian legal system. 

Appropriate knowledge and 
considered understanding of legal 
principles, processes, and 
structures.  

Considered recognition and 
understanding of ways in which 
the Australian legal system 
responds to diverse groups in the 
community. 

Considered location, selection, 
documentation, and application 
of relevant sources. 

Competent critique of legal 
processes and structures, with 
some informed and considered 
recommendations for change. 

Informed analysis of the 
Australian legal, constitutional, 
and justice systems. 

Considered analysis of 
principles, processes, and 
structures in legal systems. 

Considered evaluation of legal 
issues or concepts through 
discussion and illustration of 
opposing arguments to reach a 
conclusion. 

Generally accurate and coherent 
communication of informed 
observations and opinions on 
contemporary legal issues and 
debates, using different forms. 

Appropriate and considered use of 
legal terminology, indicating 
competent understanding. 

Mostly appropriate 
acknowledgment of sources. 

D Some recognition and awareness 
of one or more influences on the 
Australian legal system. 

Some awareness of legal 
principles, processes, or 
structures. 

Some recognition of ways in 
which the Australian legal system 
responds to diverse groups in the 
community. 

Some thought given to the 
location, selection, 
documentation, and/or 
application of sources. 

Basic consideration of some 
legal processes and structures, 
with simple recommendations for 
change. 

Some consideration of analysis 
of the Australian legal, 
constitutional, and justice 
systems. 

Superficial consideration of 
principles, processes, and 
structures in legal systems. 

Some consideration of legal 
issues or concepts through 
discussion and description of 
some arguments. 

Some accuracy in communication 
of basic observations or opinions 
on contemporary legal issues or 
debates, in one or more forms.  

Some use of legal terminology, 
indicating awareness of the need 
for appropriate use. 

Some inconsistent 
acknowledgment of sources. 

E Limited awareness of influences 
on the Australian legal system. 

Limited awareness of any legal 
principles, processes, or 
structures. 

Emerging awareness of one or 
more ways in which the Australian 
legal system responds to diverse 
groups in the community. 

Attempted location, selection, 
documentation, or application of 
sources that may be relevant. 

Limited awareness of legal 
processes or structures. 

Brief description of an aspect of 
analysis of the Australian legal, 
constitutional, and justice 
systems. 

Brief description of one or more 
principles, structures, or 
processes in legal systems. 

Limited consideration of a legal 
issue or concept through 
observation of a discussion. 

Limited accuracy in 
communication through a selected 
form, with few observations or 
opinions on contemporary legal 
issues.  

Restricted use of legal 
terminology, indicating limited 
awareness of the need for 
appropriate use. 

Limited acknowledgment of 
sources. 


