RELIGION STUDIES INTERVIEW REPORT
I chose to interview my friend who goes to the Al-Khalil mosque in Kilkenny.   She is in my class at school so I think we will be able to talk well to each other. I think I will be able to get good answers from her. She is a strong Muslim and I know she goes to Muslim school lots of times.

Freya said straight up that she is sick of Muslims always being linked to terrorist attacks and suicide bombings. She said her religion actually disagreed with these things. She said that Muslims value peace and dislike being called terrorists. She has been spat at in big crowds at shopping centres and she thinks this is because so many Australians believe Muslims are pro-terrorist, or even terrorists themselves, and so they are intolerant of them. Freya said Muslims follow the Koran that is their sacred scriptures, and the Koran does not say that Muslims have to go to war. Freya said that the word Jihad means “struggle” not fighting and that all Muslims have to struggle to do the right thing.  She doesn’t know why people have interpreted the word jihad as war when they haven’t even read the Koran. I must admit I thought that Jihad meant fighting in a war. 

She also said that she gets teased for wearing headcovering.  She thinks this is another reason that Australians don’t like Muslims because they think that the women having to wear headscarves is a put down of women.  Freya said that she likes to wear her head covered because it makes other people look at her for other qualities instead of being a sex symbol like young Australian teenagers are in their skimpy clothes.  Personally I think Freya always looks very beautiful and I don’t see what’s wrong with wearing whatever you want to wear. This is supposed to be a free country. 

Freya said that Muslims do not separate out their religion from the rest of their life and that all Muslims all over the world believe exactly the same things and pray at exactly the same time of the day and all face Mecca when they pray so there is a great unity between all Muslims all over the globe.  She said there are no perspectives because Islam is a unified religion.

She did not think that it was right for Muslims to have different perspectives in her religion because there is the one most important belief of submission to Allah (God) wherever you are if you are a Muslim. That’s why they pray five times a day so that God is always a part of everyday life.  She said she wished she was living in a Muslim country where everyone stopped at prayer time and all the men go to the mosque to pray and especailly at Ramadam, that’s a season of fasting where all Muslims don’t eat during the day time til the end of the fasing period when there is a big feast and absolutely everyone joins in.  
She misses the whole community doing things togeher. I don’t think that Australia has ever been like that.  I could only think of the minute’s silence at 11 o’clock on the 11th Novemeber for the fallen soldiers which is where every Australian joins in but I don’t suppose they are all praying.
Freya said that her father had been on a pilgrimage to Mecca and that most Muslim men try to do this trip at least once in their life.  She said Muslims from all over the world travel to Mecca and this is called Hajj.  They dress in white as a sign of purity.  It’s a great sign of unity and devotion.  They also give money to the poor, which is another part of the Muslim religion. 

Her favourite time of the year is at the end of Ramadan, the time of fasting. She said it’s better than Australian’s Christmas and there is a lot of food and gifts.  So she doesn’t think she misses out by not having Christmas.   Overall I think my interview went well and I found out interesting facts about Isalm that I did not know before.

Word count 697
Performance Standards for Stage 1 Religion Studies
	
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Investigation and Application
	Communication
	Analysis and Personal Reflection

	A
	Insightful knowledge and understanding of diverse religious beliefs and experiences.

Perceptive recognition of different religious perspectives on an event or practice.

Insightful and well-informed understanding of the social significance of religion and spirituality.
	Comprehensive application and development of appropriate investigation skills and methods (e.g. interviewing, survey construction, and observation).

Clear and detailed exploration and perceptive explanation of the connections between religion and personal and ethical decision-making.
	Logical and clear communication of understanding of religion and spirituality.

Fluent, appropriate, and accurate expression in a variety of forms for a specific audience and purpose.
	Perceptive and well-informed analysis of a contemporary ethical or social justice issue in a religious context.

Insightful reflection on the ways in which religious experience, beliefs, and values contribute to a sense of personal meaning.

	B
	Well-considered knowledge and understanding of diverse religious beliefs and experiences.

Clear recognition of different religious perspectives on an event or practice.

Clear and well-informed understanding of the social significance of religion and spirituality.
	Clear application and development of appropriate investigation skills and methods (e.g. interviewing, survey construction and observation).

Clear and detailed exploration and explanation of the connections between religion and personal and ethical decision-making.
	Clear communication of understanding of religion and spirituality.

Mostly fluent, appropriate, and accurate expression in a variety of forms for a specific audience and purpose.
	Well-informed analysis of a contemporary ethical or social justice issue in a religious context.

Thoughtful reflection on the ways in which religious experience, beliefs, and values contribute to a sense of personal meaning.

	C
	Generally considered knowledge and understanding of diverse religious beliefs and experiences.

Recognition of at least two different religious perspectives on an event or practice.
Informed understanding of the social significance of religion and spirituality.
	Competent application and development of appropriate investigation skills and methods (e.g. interviewing, survey construction, and observation).

Competent exploration and explanation of some connections between religion and personal and ethical decision-making.
	Generally clear communication of understanding of religion and spirituality.
Generally clear and appropriate expression in different forms for a specific audience and purpose.
	Informed analysis of a contemporary ethical or social justice issue in a religious context.

Some considered reflection on the ways in which religious experience, beliefs, and values contribute to a sense of personal meaning.

	D
	Basic awareness of some religious beliefs or experiences.

Emerging recognition of one or more religious perspectives on an event or practice.

Basic awareness of the social significance of religion and spirituality.
	Application of basic investigation skills, and an appropriate method (e.g. interviewing and observation).

Description based on some exploration of one or more connections between religion and personal and ethical decision-making. Description tends towards identifying the connections.
	Partial communication of some awareness of religion and spirituality.

Some basic expression for a specific audience and purpose.
	Description of, and some reflection on, a contemporary ethical or social justice issue in a religious context.

Identification and description of some of the ways in which religious experience, beliefs, and values contribute to a sense of personal meaning. There may be some description of values and beliefs.

	E
	Emerging awareness of one or more religious beliefs or experiences.

Limited awareness of one or more religious perspectives on an event or practice.

Emerging awareness of the social significance of religion and spirituality.
	Identification of one or more sources of information, and attempted application of an appropriate investigation method.

Attempted identification of one or more connections between religion and personal and ethical decision-making.
	Attempted communication of emerging awareness of religion or spirituality.

Attempted expression for a specific audience or purpose.
	Description of one or more aspects of a contemporary ethical or social justice issue with limited connection to a religious context.

Brief description of one or more ways in which religious experience, beliefs, or values relate to personal meaning.


Analysis and Personal Reflection


Highlighted text e.g. ‘Muslims value peace’ on pages 1-2 implies ways in which beliefs and values contribute to a sense of personal meaning.





Investigation and Application


Competent exploration and relevant explanation of some connections between religion and personal and ethical decision-making.





Knowledge and Understanding


Informed knowledge and understanding of some Islamic religious beliefs and experiences (e.g. those who wear head-scarves and exclusion of the minority who practice violence) especially that of prejudice against Muslim people.





Knowledge and Understanding


Considered understanding of some Muslim perspectives on the event and practice of Ramadan.





Knowledge and Understanding


Basic awareness (relying only on interviewee) of the social significance of religion and spirituality relating to pilgrimage to Hajj, supporting the poor, and feasting and gift time following Ramadan. 





Additional comments


Knowledge and Understanding 


Considered perspectives about wearing the headscarf (paragraph 3), but not religious perspectives on this practice as required by performance standards.


The teacher may need to consider more than one assessment response to be able to indicate that a student demonstrates knowledge and understanding of diverse religious beliefs.


Investigation and Application


Competent and generally organised application and development of appropriate investigation skills and methods (e.g. recording relevant information from an interview of a friend who is knowledgeable about Islamic religious practice).


Communication 


Overall, mostly clear and structured communication of understanding about Islamic religion and spirituality.


Clear and mostly appropriate expression in more than one form for a specific audience and purpose (interview report as well as oral interview).


Analysis and Personal Reflection 


Identification and description of some of the ways in which beliefs and values contribute to a sense of personal meaning. There is some description, rather than analysis, of values and beliefs. 
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