Stage 2 Society and Culture

Assessment Type 3: Investigation
Complete one independent, focused investigation of a negotiated contemporary social or cultural issue in a local and/or global context and present their findings in a written report.

The written report should be a maximum of 1000 words for a 10-credit subject and a maximum of 2000 words for a 20-credit subject. Students must acknowledge sources appropriately.

The negotiated contemporary social or cultural issue may be derived from a topic in the subject outline or may be linked to a student’s personal interest. It is essential that the issue or topic has a clearly defined focus on an aspect of or issue related to a contemporary society or culture.

Students are encouraged to identify and analyse primary, as well as secondary, sources of information in gathering evidence about the issue. 

To help in the verification of their work, students should keep a folio of support materials and documents that outline the processes of preliminary data collection. The folio is not submitted for assessment.

	Assessment Design Criteria

	Knowledge and Understanding
The specific features are as follows:

KU1
Knowledge and understanding of different aspects of and issues related to contemporary societies and cultures, in local and global contexts.

KU2
Knowledge and understanding of the nature and causes of social change.

KU3
Understanding of ways in which societies and cultures are connected and interdependent.

Investigation and Analysis

The specific features are as follows:

IA1
Investigation and analysis of different aspects of and issues related to contemporary societies and cultures, in local and global contexts.

IA2
Investigation and analysis of ways in which power structures operate in societies.

Collaboration

The specific features are as follows:

Cl1
Planning and evaluation of collaborative social action related to an inquiry in a chosen topic.

Cl2
Collaborative social action.

Cl3
Individual contribution to group activity.

Evaluation and Communication
The specific features are as follows:

EC1
Evaluation and use of evidence from a range of sources and perspectives, with appropriate acknowledgment of sources.

EC2
Communication of informed ideas about societies and social and cultural issues.




Assessment Type 3: Investigation

Should the Australian government abandon the policy of offshore processing of asylum seekers?
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Should the Australian government abandon the policy of offshore processing of asylum seekers?
Introduction 
The meaning of asylum seeker is someone who is trying to find refuge and protection in a foreign country because it is unsafe to live in their own.1 Therefore this investigation was conducted to identify if the current government offshore processing policy should be retained or abandoned. A range or primary and secondary sources were used including an interview **** ***** MP for the **** Party, a survey was conducted to collect the public point of view on the issue and also useful websites such as immi.gov.au and abc.net.au were utilised. This issue of offshore processing is becoming more significant within Australia therefore why the society should have more awareness on the issue and understand the consequences and advantages of offshore processing.
1 "Asylum Seeker." -Definition of by Macmillan Dictionary. Macmillan Dictionary, n.d. Web. Accessed: 28 Aug. 2012. <http://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/asylum-seeker>. 
What is the current policy regarding offshore processing?
Over the past 50 years Australia has been come a place of refuge for desperate people from other nations. The meaning of offshore processing is method used to process asylum seekers within dentition centres off the shores of Australia before they are either sent back to their own country or are allowed resettlement in Australia. The country processes more than over 650 0002  asylum seekers and stands 13th  in the world rankings when it comes to processing3 Australia has formed into a multicultural nation over the years with asylum seekers have bringing light to our society. Yet processing asylum seekers in Australia has always been a subject of unrest within our political society. Since the Howard government, there has been a divide in Australian society concerning offshore processing. From 2001 to 2007 the offshore processing scheme had worked sufficiently well with about 6 boats a year arriving on Australian soil4 and achieving its goals of deterring asylum seekers. Yet until the Rudd government abolished the offshore processing scheme, borders were then open with over 100 boats arriving in less than 6 months in a year. During 2012 after many heated parliament debates the Gillard government has reinforced the offshore processing scheme in the form of the Houston report. The Houston report was put together by the expert panel recommending that offshore processing takes place on Nauru and Manus Island and that any boat in the future that comes from the Malaysian route will be turned back5. The report was put together by the Houston panel, consisting of Air Chief Marshall Angus Houston (the head of the panel), Paris Artistotal the Director of the Victorian Foundation for Survivors of Torture Inc and Michael L'Estrange the Director of the National Security College at the Australian National University6. Primarily the main reason for the report is to deter people smugglers and deter asylum seekers who want to apply for a family reunion visa. The report reinstates the opening of the detention centers on Nauru and Manus Island, also including the increase of the asylum seeker intake to 20,000 people7 and to stop those who are arriving by boat to apply for reuniting family visas.
2 "Facts and Statistics." Facts and Statistics. Ed. Mindframe Media. Mindframe Media, 2010. Web. Accessed: 28 Aug. 2012. <http://www.mindframe-media.info/sitelindex.cfm?display=84368>. 
3 SBS. "Interactive: How Australia Ranks in AsyLum Seeker Applications." SBS. Interactive·How· Australia·ranks·in·asylum·seeker·application, n.d. Web. Accessed: 28 Aug. 2012. <http://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/1672784/Interactive-How- Australia-ranks- in-asylum-seeker-a>. 
4 ****, ****. Personal interview. 6 Aug. 2012. 

5 Thom, Graham. "Houston Report a Major Setback for Refugee Rights· The Drum Opinion (Australian Broadcasting Corporation)." Houston Report a Major Setback for Refugee Rights· The Drum Opinion (Australian Broadcasting Corporation). ABC, 13 Sept. 2012. Web. Accessed: 12 Sept. 2012. http://www.abc.net.au/unleashed/4195746.htmL 
6 "Expert Panel on Asylum Seekers." Report of the Expert Panel ofAsylum Seekers. Australian Government, Aug. 2012. Web. Accessed: 21 Aug. 2012. <http://expertpanelonasYlumseekers.dpmc. gov.au/report>. 
7 ABC. "Government Passes Offshore Processing Laws." Insiders 1910812012. Australian Broadcasting Corporation, n.d. Web. Accessed: 28 Aug. 2012. <http://www.abc.net.aulinsiders/contentl20121s3570959.htm>. 

What are the benefits and disadvantages and advantages offshore processing?
Though the Houston bill has been an awaited decision, however not everyone agrees with the reinforcements that has been made and believe that Australia should consider other options. The Howard government tried an offshore processing policy and it was successful with deterring asylum seekers to our shores rather than waiting for their special humanitarian protection visas within their own country. Furthermore Australia has experienced in the past 5 years how our boarders operate without the enforcements of the offshore processing policy. Therefore to introduce the policy again is accepting order back to the Australian borders. 

There are many advantages to offshore processing to the Australian society. The scheme will potentially reduce the business for people smugglers. For example when boats are transferred to Australia, boats will be picked up by Australian boarder control and sent to the processing camps on either Nauru or Manus Island. An interview was conducted with the **** MP, **** *****. Who supports the offshore processing scheme that has been proposed; People weren't making the risky journey from across the seas when the Howard government policy was in place -****, 20128. This statement supports that when the Houston report is in place that Australia will be able to control the arrival of boats. Other points were made throughout the interview such as discussing the government should gain control of this issue is to have stronger boarder security. With anticipation this will be achieved by the Houston report guidelines that have been put in place. The benefits of the scheme will the deter the illegal business of people smuggling because once the boats make its way to Australia they will then be moved to one of the camps to be processed creating no benefit. The first thing you have to do is take permanent residency in Australia which was achieved in the Howards government policy.9 this statement along with others made by ****, were regarding deterring the people smugglers business. Another advantage is the enforcement of the offshore processing scheme allows for more spaces for refugees who have been waiting for years in other camps will be finally be cleared to live in Australia. The scheme will have the capability to reduce the amount of sicking boats that travel to Australia.10
The Houston guidelines anticipated for the past years. Increasing the intake, opening the detention centres and to no longer offer family reuniting visas to people who arrive by boat is a scheme that is to deter the illegal business of people smuggling. Reinstating the guidelines that were similar to what were started by the pacific solution seems to be the most favoured approach and yet the Liberal party is now asking the Labour why the decision has been delayed. The longer the Gillard government has waited, more lives have been lost at sea. Tony Abbot leader of the liberal party stated, Let us thank God that finally this Government has come to its

8 ABC. "Government Passes Offshore Processing Laws." Insiders 1910812012. Australian Broadcasting Corporation, n.d. Web. Accessed: 28 Aug. 2012. <http://www.abc.net.au/insiders/content/20121s3570959.htm>.
9 ****, ****. "**** **** Offshore Processing:' Personal interview. 6 Aug. 2012. 
10 ABC. "Government Passes Offshore Processing Laws." Insiders, 1910812012. Australian Broadcasting Corporation, n,d. accessed: Web. 28 Aug, 2012. <http://www.abc.net.au/insiders/content/20121s3570959.htm>. 

senses and admitted that for four years it was wrong. -Abbott, 2012.11 This supports the evidence that the decision of the liberal party has been long awaited. 

Although at this time the offshore processing scheme seems to have the solutions of the asylum seeker issue in Australia, there are some disadvantages. The guidelines have been put in place to stop asylum seekers journey and to put people smugglers out of business however, this will not stop people dying while traveling here by boat. Another factor concerning Australian society is that offshore processing is not cheap. It has been estimated that the implications of the Houston report will be around 1 billion from the Australian tax payers12. In addition the traumatic after effect that there is on asylum seekers make the situation relatable a lot more to our people in regards that they are humans as well and they need to be handled with care and not herded like cattle. Additionally In the years 2001 to 2008 a total of 1637 refugees were detained in the detention camps and only 61% resettled in Australia13 supporting possible bad success rate that the Houston report will have. 'Australia, and the average Australian person, benefits from this policy because it is 'out of sight, out of mind 14. This statement supports that fact that the Australian community does not understand impacts of the scheme for themselves as tax payers and what it means for the asylum seekers. As stated before Australia only ranks 13th in the world when it comes to processing asylum seekers15 When Australia signed with the UN refugee convention, Australia agreed to give aid to those who come to us in need and we shall aid them. Yet this legislation is deterring asylum seekers away rather than taking the asylum seekers in which is contradicting what Australian has signed within the UN 1967 protocol. It is also morally wrong and unsafe to have young children to be put into a detention camp. Hard enough for the adults physiologically yet also for the children who would have to deal with inadequate environment. An interview was conducted with **** **** who works within a world health organisation and is dealing with refugees and asylum seekers every day. She gave some thoughts on the issue of passing Houston report. Which is possibly one of the many reasons why the past onshore processing attempts have not been successful. 'I don't believe that Australia benefits in anyway -apart from the government being able to put these people elsewhere and can wipe their hands clean of the issue’16. This supports the fact that Australians does not have 
11ABC. "Government Passes Offshore Processing Laws:' Insiders 1910812012. Australian Broadcasting Corporation, n.d. Web. Accessed: 28 Aug. 2012. . <http://www.abc.net.au/insiders/contentl20121s3570959.htm>. 

12 King, Matthew. "Illegal Boat Arrivals, What It Really Costs." BigPond Money. TelstraBigpond, 12 Sept. 2012. Web. Accessed: 12 Sept. 2012. <http://www.bigpondmoney.com.au/illegal-boat-arrivals-what-it-really-costs> 
13 "The 'Pacific Solution' Revisited: A Statistical Guide to the Asylum Seeker Caseloads on Nauru and Manus Island." "Parliament of Australia. Ed. Australian Government. Commonwealth of Australia, 

n.d. Web. Accessed: 8 Sept. 2012. <http://www.aph.gov.au/About]arliamentlParliamentary_DepartmentslParliamentary_Li braryI pu bs/BN!2012-2013/PacificSolution>. 
14 ****, ****. "Offshore Processing Scheme." E-mail interview. 27 Aug. 2012. 

15 SBS. "Interactive: How Australia Ranks in Asylum Seeker Applications." SBS. Interactive-How​Australia-ranks-in-asylum-seeker-application, n.d. Web. 28 Aug. 2012. <http://www.sbs.com.au/news/article 11672784/Interactive-How-Australia-ranks-in-asylum-seeker​a>. 

16 SBS. "Interactive: How Australia Ranks in Asylum Seeker Applications." SBS. Interactive-How​Australia-ranks-in-asylum-seeker-application, n.d. Web. 28 Aug. 2012. <http://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/1672784/Interactive-How-Australia· ranks-in-asylum-seeker​a>. 

an understanding of the issue. Furthermore a survey was conducted found that onshore processing should remain in Australia, a statement that was from one of the surveys acknowledged that 'our current policy is inhumane. Even when we process asylum seekers offshore, most of them are granted refugee status anyway. This suggest that offshore processing has nothing to do with effective treatment of the asylum seekers issue and everything to do with politics' This statement supports the general public agreement that offshore processing is inhumane and will not help resolve the issue.
Conclusion
The research that has been gathered lead to evidence that the current Australian offshore processing scheme should be retained. The investigation explored and explained the past schemes and also clarified the current advantages and drawbacks of offshore processing. Although there were limitations of this study due to the survey that was conducted was only by a small group of people and some of the articles accessed were not all certified and out of date suggesting there validity. There needs to be more dedication put into onshore processing by the Australian government. This could lead to finding a solution to asylum seekers arriving on our doorstep. The government needs to act upon giving out a helping hand to the refugees. This is done by raising awareness through advertising to notify and educate the Australian society. This will give our society a better understanding therefore pushing for our governments to make a better choice. In my opinion this is an issue that cannot be ignored no longer by the public and must be acted upon today to help save the lives of tomorrow.
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Performance Standards for Stage 2 Society and Culture 

	
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Investigation and Analysis
	Collaboration
	Evaluation and Communication

	A
	In-depth knowledge and perceptive understanding of a range of aspects of and issues related to contemporary societies and cultures, in local and global contexts.

In-depth knowledge and understanding of the nature and causes of social change.

Perceptive understanding of a variety of ways in which societies and cultures are connected and interdependent.
	Focused investigation and insightful analysis of a range of aspects and issues related to contemporary societies and cultures, in local and global contexts.
Focused investigation and well-informed and critical analysis of ways in which power structures operate in societies.
	Productive and inclusive planning and evaluation of collaborative social action related to an inquiry in a chosen topic.

Insightful and well-informed collaborative social action.

Constructive and well-focused individual contribution to group activities.
	Insightful and focused evaluation and use of evidence from a range of sources and perspectives, with appropriate acknowledgment of sources.

Incisive and coherent communication of informed ideas about societies and social and cultural issues.

	B
	Some depth in knowledge and well-informed understanding of a range of aspects of and issues related to contemporary societies and cultures, in local and global contexts.

Some depth in knowledge and understanding of the nature and causes of social change.

Well-considered understanding of a variety of ways in which societies and cultures are connected and interdependent.
	Well-organised investigation and well-considered analysis of a range of aspects and issues related to contemporary societies and cultures, in local and global contexts.

Well-organised investigation and informed and critical analysis of ways in which power structures operate in societies.
	Productive planning and evaluation of collaborative social action related to an inquiry in a chosen topic.

Well-organised and informed collaborative social action.

Considered and active individual contribution to group activities.
	Well-considered and informed evaluation and use of evidence from a range of sources and perspectives, with appropriate acknowledgment of sources.

Thoughtful and clear communication of informed ideas about societies and social and cultural issues.

	C
	Some detailed knowledge and informed understanding of different aspects of and issues related to contemporary societies and cultures, in local and global contexts.

Some detailed knowledge and understanding of the nature and causes of social change.

Considered understanding of some of the ways in which societies and cultures are connected and interdependent.
	Generally organised investigation and considered analysis of different aspects of and issues related to contemporary societies and cultures, in local and global contexts.
Generally organised investigation and informed analysis of one or more ways in which power structures operate in societies.
	Competent planning and evaluation of collaborative social action related to an inquiry in a chosen topic.

Generally organised and informed collaborative social action. 

Appropriate individual contribution to group activities.
	Evaluation and use of evidence from a range of sources and perspectives, with mostly appropriate acknowledgment of sources.

Competent communication of informed ideas about societies and social and/or cultural issues.

	D
	Identification and awareness of some aspects of and/or issues related to contemporary societies and cultures, in local and/or global contexts.

Some recognition and awareness of the causes of social change.

Identification and awareness of some of the ways in which societies and cultures are connected.
	Partial investigation and description of some aspects of and/or issues related to contemporary societies or cultures, in local and global contexts.

Basic investigation and description of one of the ways in which power structures operate in societies.
	Superficial contribution to planning and evaluation of collaborative social action related to an inquiry in a chosen topic. 

Attempted engagement in collaborative social action. 

Superficial individual contribution to group activities.
	Superficial and limited use of evidence from easily accessible sources, with limited perspectives, and inconsistent acknowledgment of sources.

Communication of basic ideas about one or more social and/or cultural issues.

	E
	Some awareness of one or more aspects of or issues related to a contemporary society or culture, in a local or global context.

Limited awareness of any causes of social change.

Emerging awareness of one or more ways in which societies and cultures are connected.
	Attempted investigation and brief description of an aspect of a contemporary society or culture, in a local or global context.

Emerging awareness of one of the ways in which power structures operate in societies.
	Attempted contribution to planning and evaluation of collaborative social action related to an inquiry in a chosen topic.

Limited engagement in collaborative social action.

Limited individual contribution to group activities.
	Attempted use of evidence from one or more easily accessible sources, with limited acknowledgment of sources.

Attempted communication about one or more social and/or cultural issues.


Assessment Comments


This investigation is a C grade.


Knowledge and Understanding


There is evidence in this response of some detailed knowledge and understanding of different aspects of processing asylum seekers and associated issues. These include topics such as deaths from drowning, costs, trauma for refugees, resettlement, UN agreement obligations, deterrence and boat smugglers.


The evidence of knowledge and understanding of social change is to be found in the explanation of various governments’ attempts to resolve the refugee crisis and of the implementation of the Houston report.


There is also evidence of considered understanding of the ways in which society and cultures are interconnected and interdependent to be found in the evidence. For example, the cost to taxpayers of offshore processing, the risk to asylum seekers’ lives of taking no action against people smugglers, the treatment of refugee children, and the desire for families to be reunited. Although these are discussed only briefly, this is evidence of some consideration.


Investigation and Analysis


The investigation is generally organised around focus questions with considered analysis of different aspects of this issue. For example, the intent of the Houston report, and arguments for and against offshore and onshore processing are considered. 


Evaluation and Communication


Sources are competently used and appropriately acknowledged throughout.  The evidence from sources is satisfactorily evaluated and a conclusion formed with proper acknowledgment of limitations.  


From the introduction there is evidence of competent communication though characterised by grammatical and spelling errors. The meaning can be understood and there is competent communication of the issues related to processing asylum seekers.
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