STAGE 1 AUSTRALIAN AND INTERNATIONAL POLITICS
ASSESSMENT TYPE 3: INVESTIGATION
Description of assessment
Students:

· in discussion with the teacher, select for investigation, a contemporary international political issue, which may be based on an identified option study
· engage in and reflect on the issue with the teacher and in small and large groups:

· survey and record a range of viewpoints on the issue

· note recommended sources of information on the issue

· identify, acknowledge and analyse, for relevance and bias, a range of sources on the issue, such as perspectives of Australian and another political system, political parties, lobby groups, ideologies, gender, race, ethnicity, religion and/or socio-economic status
· reflect on the relationship between politics, power, and decision-making in relation to the issue

· communicate their informed opinion using political terms and concepts.
Assessment conditions
Students determine the form of their presentation from the following list of suggestions in consultation with their teacher: 

· a website

· a short video

· a short, recorded radio report

· a supervised written argument

· a written or an oral analytical report

· an assignment comprising questions and short answers.

	Assessment Design Criteria

	Knowledge and Understanding

The specific features are as follows:

· KU1 Knowledge and understanding of elements of Australian politics in an international context.

· KU2 Understanding of the Australian and other systems of government.

Research and Critical Analysis 

The specific features are as follows:
· RCA1 Research and critical analysis of political issues using a range of primary and secondary sources. 

· RCA2 Identification of relevance and bias, as well as acknowledgment of sources.

Engagement and Reflection

The specific features are as follows:
· ER1 Engagement in and reflection on political concepts, ideas, and issues using primary sources. 

· ER2 Reflection on the relationship between politics, power, and decision-making.

Communication 

The specific features are as follows:
· C1 Communication of informed observations and judgments on contemporary political debates.

· C2 Use of political terms and concepts.




Presentations should be a maximum of 1000 words if written, 6 minutes if oral or equivalent if multimodal. 

Performance Standards for Stage 1 Australian and International Politics

	
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Research and Critical Analysis
	Engagement and Reflection
	Communication

	A
	Comprehensive knowledge and understanding of elements of Australian politics in an international context.

Insightful and well-informed understanding of the Australian and other systems of government.
	In-depth research and critical analysis of political issues using a variety of primary and secondary sources.

Perceptive and logical identification of relevance and bias, and thorough acknowledgment of a wide variety of sources.
	Perceptive and well-informed engagement in and reflection on political concepts, ideas, and issues using primary sources.

Insightful reflection on the relationship between politics, power, and decision-making.
	Sophisticated communication of informed observations and judgments on contemporary political debates.

Accurate and well-considered use of political terms and concepts.

	B
	Well-considered knowledge and understanding of elements of Australian politics in an international context. 

Well-informed understanding of the Australian and other systems of government.
	Some in-depth research and critical analysis of political issues using different primary and secondary sources.

Logical identification of relevance and bias, and accurate acknowledgment of a variety of sources.
	Thoughtful and well-informed engagement in and reflection on political concepts, ideas, and issues using primary sources.

Clear reflection on the relationship between politics, power, and decision-making.
	Convincing communication of informed observations and judgments on contemporary political debates.

Mostly accurate and considered use of political terms and concepts.

	C
	Considered knowledge and understanding of elements of Australian politics in an international context.

Informed understanding of the Australian and other systems of government.
	Competent research and critical analysis of political issues using different primary and secondary sources. 

Mostly logical identification of relevance and bias, and some acknowledgment of different sources.
	Informed engagement in and reflection on political concepts, ideas, and issues using primary sources.

Considered reflection on the relationship between politics, power, and decision-making.
	Mostly clear communication of informed observations and judgments on contemporary political debates.

Generally accurate use of political terms and concepts.

	D
	Recognition and basic understanding of elements of Australian politics in an international context.

Basic understanding of the Australian and other systems of government.
	Recognition and some consideration of easily accessible perspectives on political issues.

Some identification of relevance or bias, with some attempted acknowledgment of sources.
	Some engagement in and superficial consideration of political concepts, ideas, and issues using one or more primary sources.

Consideration of an aspect or aspects of the relationship between politics, power, and decision-making.
	Superficial communication of observations and/or judgments on contemporary political debates, with limited reference to information.

Inconsistent use of a narrow range of political terms and concepts.

	E
	Identification and emerging awareness of one or more elements of Australian politics in an international context.

Some awareness of the Australian and other systems of government.
	Limited consideration of one or more easily accessible perspectives on political issues.

Description of limited information from one or more sources.
	Attempted identification and/or description of a political concept, idea, and/or issue. 

Emerging awareness of an aspect or aspects of the relationship between politics, power, and decision-making.
	Limited description of an aspect or aspects of a contemporary political debate.

Some attempted use of a very limited range of political terms and concepts.


The task description allows students to achieve their highest level against the performance standards.





The suggestions for optional presentation modes can help engage students and value and/or build their repertoire of communication skills, thus supporting them to achieve the highest level of ‘sophisticated’ communication.
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