


STAGE 2 australian and international politics
ASSESSMENT TYPE 2: SOURCES ANALYSIS 

The United States of America and World Affairs

Description of assessment 
Students select one cartoon and two written articles from those provided (see details below) and answer the following questions in relation to selected sources:

1. What is the context and purpose of each source? (Identify each source by author, title, publisher and date with a brief description).

2. How do the sources guide you to form an opinion about attitudes to, and consequences of, the Obama election for America and/or the global community?

3. What similar and different understandings do the sources give the reader about the changing political climate in America?

4. What are the limitations of the sources in developing understandings about the changing political climate in America since the Obama election? Is the reliability of the sources affected by the views of those who created, published, or promoted them? (Use evidence comparatively).

Cartoons

Morten Morland, ‘Obamauguration’ (political cartoon), accessed 25th Augusta, 2009 http://poldraw.wordpress.com/category/barack-obama 

Adam Zyglis, ‘Track star’ (political cartoon) published 27 January 2007 http://www.adamzyglis.com/cartoon433.html 

Written articles

Joseph Curl, ‘Bush takes swipes at policies of Obama policies; defends interrogations’, published 18 June 2009 in Washington Times newspaper http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2009/jun/18/bush-takes-swipes-at-policies-of-obama/ 

Pam Meister, ‘Exclusive: Bush all Class; Obama all Crass’, published 11 August 2009 in Family Security Matters, online news http://www.familysecuritymatters.org/publications/id.3966/pub_detail.asp 

Barack Obama, ‘Rebuilding something better’, published 12 July 2009, Washington Post, http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/07/11/AR2009071100647.html 

Barack Obama, ‘Overview’, viewed 30 March 2010, New York Times, http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/o/barack obama/index.html 

Assessment conditions 
A timed maximum of 90 minutes, under supervised conditions, is allowed to complete this assessment. Do not exceed the maximum of 1000 words for this assessment.

	Assessment Design Criteria

	Knowledge and Understanding

The specific features are as follows:

KU1
Knowledge and understanding of political concepts, ideas, and practices.

KU2
Understanding of participation, power, and government in a range of different national and international contexts.

Research, Critical Analysis, and Evaluation

The specific features are as follows:

RCAE1
Research and use of a range of primary and secondary sources.

RCAE2
Critical analysis of different views on complex issues.

RCAE3
Evaluation of ideas, structures, and procedures associated with various systems of government.

Engagement and Reflection

The specific features are as follows:

ER1
Engagement in and reflection on political concepts, ideas, and issues using primary sources.

ER2
Reflection on the relationship between politics, power, and decision-making.

Communication

The specific features are as follows:

C1
Communication of political ideas and information through reasoned, connected arguments. 

C2
Use of political terms and appropriate acknowledgment of sources.


Performance Standards for Stage 2 Australian and International Politics
	
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Research, Critical Analysis, and Evaluation
	Engagement and Reflection
	Communication

	A
	Comprehensive knowledge and understanding of political concepts, ideas, and practices.

Insightful and well-informed understanding of participation, power, and government in a variety of national and international contexts.
	Astute and in-depth research into and use of a variety of highly relevant primary and secondary sources.

Highly proficient critical analysis of different views on complex issues. 

Concise and clear evaluation of ideas, structures, and procedures associated with various systems of government.
	Constructive engagement in and perceptive reflection on political concepts, ideas, and issues using primary sources.

Insightful reflection on the relationship between politics, power, and decision-making.
	Astute and coherent communication of political ideas and information through reasoned, connected arguments. 

Accurate and incisive use of political terms and appropriate acknowledgment of sources.

	B
	Well-considered knowledge and understanding of political concepts, ideas, and practices.

Well-informed understanding of participation, power, and government in a variety of national and international contexts.
	Some in-depth research into and use of a range of relevant primary and secondary sources.

Proficient critical analysis of different views on complex issues. 

Convincing evaluation of ideas, structures, and procedures associated with various systems of government.
	Well-organised engagement in and thoughtful reflection on political concepts, ideas, and issues using primary sources.

Well-informed reflection on the relationship between politics, power, and decision-making.
	Thoughtful and clear communication of political ideas and information through reasoned, connected arguments. 

Mostly accurate and considered use of political terms and appropriate acknowledgment of sources.

	C
	Considered knowledge and understanding of political concepts, ideas, and practices.

Informed understanding of participation, power, and government in different national and international contexts.
	Competent research into and use of different primary and secondary sources.

Competent critical analysis of different views on complex issues. 

Considered evaluation of ideas, structures, and procedures associated with various systems of government.
	Mostly organised engagement in and considered reflection on political concepts, ideas, and issues using primary sources.

Informed reflection on the relationship between politics, power, and decision-making.
	Considered and generally clear communication of political ideas and information through reasoned, connected arguments. 

Generally accurate use of political terms and appropriate acknowledgment of sources.

	D
	Recognition and some basic understanding of political concepts, ideas, and practices.

Some basic understanding of participation, power, and government in different national or international contexts.
	Narrow research into and use of primary and secondary sources.

Superficial consideration of different views on issues, tending towards description. 

Some description of ideas, structures, and/or procedures associated with various systems of government.
	Some engagement in and superficial consideration of aspects of political concepts, ideas, and issues using primary sources.

Consideration and description of an aspect or aspects of the relationship between politics, power, and decision-making.
	Some communication of political ideas or information through description rather than argument.

Inconsistent use of a narrow range of political terms, with some attempted acknowledgment of sources.

	E
	Identification and some awareness of political concepts, ideas, and practices. 

Some awareness of participation, power, and government in a national or international context.
	Limited use of sources.

Description of one or more views on an issue. 

Recognition of one or more ideas, structures, and/or procedures of government.
	Attempted description of an aspect or aspects of political concepts, ideas, or issues using one or more sources.

Some awareness and attempted description of an aspect or aspects of the relationship between politics, power, and decision-making.
	Limited communication of political information. 

Some attempted use of a very limited range of political terms.
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