Stage 2 Australian and International Politics
Sources Analysis

The United States of America and World Affairs

1. What is the context and purpose of each source?

Source 1, Exclusive: Bush all Class; Obama all Crass, is a political article written by Pam Meister, editor of ‘flamilysecuritymatters.org', on August 11th, 2009; approximately nine months after the election of Barrack Obama as President of the United States of America. Meister is an American citizen and the blog is posted at the Family Security Matters website.

Source 2, Obamauguration, is a political cartoon by artist Mortan Morland, political cartoonist for The Times (London.) It was published in The Times on the 19th of January, 2009; the day before Barrack Obama's inauguration. Morland resides in London, giving an outsider's opinion on American politics.

Source 3, Bush takes swipes at Obama policies; Defends interrogations, is a news article by Joseph Curl, published on the 18th of June, 2009, in the Washington Times newspaper.

2. How does source 2 guide you to form an opinion about attitudes to and consequences of the Obama election for America and/or the global community?

Source 2 attempts to guide you to form an opinion that the American people are keen to see Barrack Obama's entrance to office in its caricatures of Abraham Lincoln and Obama's supporters. The humorous title of the cartoon, Obamauguration, immediately informs the reader of the scene's setting and initiates a light-hearted, cheerful tone. The crowd's fervor, the patriotic colours, flags and the cry of, "HE'S HERE!" add to the joyful atmosphere, guiding the reader to believe that the American public is incredibly eager to witness Obama's inauguration and his entrance into office; which suggests that the consequences of his election are widely expected to be successful for the country.

The caricature of Abraham Lincoln holds several implications. It persuades the reader to feel that even Lincoln would be jumping out of his seat and craning his neck to catch a glimpse of Obama at his inauguration, which, because of his own popularity and status in American history, is an immense compliment to the newly elected president. The caricature of the statue also guides the reader to believe that Obama's principles are similar to those of Lincoln's, because if they weren't, he wouldn't support them. Lincoln's excitement guides the reader to believe that Obama's election as the first African-American President of the United States is a tremendous accomplishment, because it was his (Lincoln's) Emancipation Proclamation that freed Africans of slavery in America the mid 19th century.
3. What similar and different understandings do the sources give the reader about the changing political climate in America?

One similar understanding that the three sources offer the reader about the changing political climate in America is that Barrack Obama has entered office this year with many promises, plans and principles that are vastly different to those of former president George W. Bush. Source 1 begins with several paragraphs exemplifying the contrasts between the two political leaders, and concludes that since Obama's inauguration, "change is certainly something (the United States of America) has received." Source 2 is a cartoon depicting the scene of Obama's inauguration and shows an excited crowd waiting for him to arrive. The caricature of Abraham Lincoln's statue on the edge of its seat with excitement and the crowd's obvious enthusiasm show that the people of America are looking forward to the new government; which is an implication in itself that a great change is looming on the country's political horizon. The people are so exhilarated because of their dissatisfaction with the former president's leadership. Source 3 also provides the reader with the understanding that Obama's plans differ greatly to those of Bush; it is a documentation of Bush's opinions on Obama's policies, and demonstrates the stark contrast in their opinions on prominent political matters including "interrogation techniques... the election in Iran... the economy... (and) healthcare."

The understandings that the three sources give the reader about the changing political atmosphere in America differ when it comes to their depictions of the response of the American people, and their anticipated effects of Obama's policies. Source 1 claims that, "a whole lot of people are unhappy with" Obama's proposed changes, and anticipates that the effects of his newly implemented policies will be largely negative, claiming that, "the American people deserve more respect than that has been shown to (them) lately." Source 2, however, infers that the American people are incredibly eager to see the effects Obama's policies, and suggests that his electoral feat and plans are so tremendous that even Abraham Lincoln would be ecstatic to witness his inauguration. Source 3 presents Bush's disparaging opinion on Obama's policies, giving the reader an understanding that there are those with the opinion that his decisions are "off course" and "based on fear."
4. What are the limitations of the sources in developing understandings about the changing political climate in America since the Obama election? Is the reliability of the sources affected by the views of those who created, published, or promoted them? (Use evidence comparatively)

The three sources are all limited in developing understandings about the changing political climate in America since the Obama election. The first two sources lack a balanced argument, which reduces their credibility: Source 1 only shows the very biased opinions of those who are "unhappy" with Obama's election, and Source 2 only depicts the reactions of those who are looking forward to Obama's entrance into office.
All three sources only provide the reader with a very narrow perception of a very large and complex issue, and assume that the reader has prior knowledge about the political atmosphere of America leading up to Obama's election. Source 1 solely focuses on Obama's "snark" since his election, and expects the reader to have a substantial knowledge of "the Bush presidency."

Source 2 only focuses on one side of the American population's reaction to Obama's inauguration and reveals little about the complexities of the changing political atmosphere, like the "interrogation and healthcare" policies hinted at in Source 3. Source 3, however, falls short too in that it fails to present the opinions of more than one man; it only presents Bush's "swipes at Obama policies." It also expects the reader to have some prior knowledge of Obama's "interrogation policies" and plans for "the private sector."
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Performance Standards for Stage 2 Australian and International Politics

	
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Research, Critical Analysis, and Evaluation
	Engagement and Reflection
	Communication

	A
	Comprehensive knowledge and understanding of political concepts, ideas, and practices.
Insightful and well-informed understanding of participation, power, and government in a variety of national and international contexts.
	Astute and in-depth research into and use of a variety of highly relevant primary and secondary sources.
Highly proficient critical analysis of different views on complex issues. 

Concise and clear evaluation of ideas, structures, and procedures associated with various systems of government.
	Constructive engagement in and perceptive reflection on political concepts, ideas, and issues using primary sources.

Insightful reflection on the relationship between politics, power, and decision-making.
	Astute and coherent communication of political ideas and information through reasoned, connected arguments. 

Accurate and incisive use of political terms and appropriate acknowledgment of sources.

	B
	Well-considered knowledge and understanding of political concepts, ideas, and practices.

Well-informed understanding of participation, power, and government in a variety of national and international contexts.
	Some in-depth research into and use of a range of relevant primary and secondary sources.

Proficient critical analysis of different views on complex issues. 

Convincing evaluation of ideas, structures, and procedures associated with various systems of government.
	Well-organised engagement in and thoughtful reflection on political concepts, ideas, and issues using primary sources.

Well-informed reflection on the relationship between politics, power, and decision-making.
	Thoughtful and clear communication of political ideas and information through reasoned, connected arguments. 

Mostly accurate and considered use of political terms and appropriate acknowledgment of sources.

	C
	Considered knowledge and understanding of political concepts, ideas, and practices.

Informed understanding of participation, power, and government in different national and international contexts.
	Competent research into and use of different primary and secondary sources.

Competent critical analysis of different views on complex issues. 

Considered evaluation of ideas, structures, and procedures associated with various systems of government.
	Mostly organised engagement in and considered reflection on political concepts, ideas, and issues using primary sources.

Informed reflection on the relationship between politics, power, and decision-making.
	Considered and generally clear communication of political ideas and information through reasoned, connected arguments. 

Generally accurate use of political terms and appropriate acknowledgment of sources.

	D
	Recognition and some basic understanding of political concepts, ideas, and practices.

Some basic understanding of participation, power, and government in different national or international contexts.
	Narrow research into and use of primary and secondary sources.

Superficial consideration of different views on issues, tending towards description. 

Some description of ideas, structures, and/or procedures associated with various systems of government.
	Some engagement in and superficial consideration of aspects of political concepts, ideas, and issues using primary sources.

Consideration and description of an aspect or aspects of the relationship between politics, power, and decision-making.
	Some communication of political ideas or information through description rather than argument.

Inconsistent use of a narrow range of political terms, with some attempted acknowledgment of sources.

	E
	Identification and some awareness of political concepts, ideas, and practices. 

Some awareness of participation, power, and government in a national or international context.
	Limited use of sources.

Description of one or more views on an issue. 

Recognition of one or more ideas, structures, and/or procedures of government.
	Attempted description of an aspect or aspects of political concepts, ideas, or issues using one or more sources.

Some awareness and attempted description of an aspect or aspects of the relationship between politics, power, and decision-making.
	Limited communication of political information. 

Some attempted use of a very limited range of political terms.


Communication


Demonstrates accurate and incisive use of political terms, such as inauguration, citizen and election, and appropriate acknowledgement of sources.





Knowledge and Understanding


Demonstrates insightful and well-informed understanding of participation (e.g. the first African-American president), power (e.g. status of Lincoln), and government in an international (American) context.





Communication


Demonstrates astute and coherent communication of political ideas and information (e.g. by comparing the policies of Bush and Obama) through reasoned, connected arguments (e.g. making links between the three sources in each paragraph).





Research, Critical Analysis and Evaluation


Demonstrates highly proficient analysis of the different views represented in the three sources on the complex issues of the effects of Obama’s policies.





Research, Critical Analysis and Evaluation


Demonstrates astute and in-depth use of sources when identifying the limitations of the texts and by incorporating highly relevant quotes.





Additional comments





The student has demonstrated comprehensive knowledge and understanding of political concepts, ideas and practices relevant to the set questions, and implicit understanding of democracy, patriotism and the presidential system in America.
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