Homophobia
The issue I have chosen is Homophobia, it is where a human being has a phobia of a homosexual person, either male or female. I have chosen this topic because I know of males who say they are only homophobic of males, but are OK with homosexual women, quite a double standard. Most people don’t see it as a problem. As a student who has observed homophobic harassment in the school yard I surveyed ten students on their views on homosexuality and how they view homosexuals in society. I use different types of internet websites to conduct my research. 

I believe the issue of homophobia affects male or female homosexual people who feel ‘unwanted’ because people who are homophobic make them feel uncomfortable in their daily life.
Unfortunately people usually become aware of homophobic people after hearing about harassment or violent acts towards homosexuals. A recent study has shown that 69% of homosexual males and females surveyed said that they had been verbally abused and harassed at school. This is supported by my survey where 40% said that they had used put downs to ‘gay’ people, and even more distressing another 70% said they had laughed at such comments and not supported the victim. Sadly I am in the latter category and so I guess contribute to this continued unacceptable behaviour.
Many factors contribute to why homophobic people attack or verbally abuse homosexual people. Ignorance of homophobic people is the major factor. Homophobic people have not had much to do with gays or lesbians in their lives before. Homophobic people feel that homosexuals are ‘different’ and don’t want them around – so they verbally or physically abuse them. It is sad that sometimes a persons religion encourages them to think same-sex relationships are wrong, and shouldn’t happen so once again they verbally and physically abuse homosexuals. Surely religion is about “loving thy fellow ’man’” whether they are homosexual or not.
Over time the anger of being harassed, whether it be verbally or physically, builds up and eventually is released. Verbal and physical aggression by the homosexual person can lead from unpleasant situations to fights and alienation from society. Even sadder is the number of suicide deaths resulting from homosexuals not being able to cope with the continuous humiliation.

Unfortunately there are no agencies for homophobic people to help those who are against same-sex relationships or marriage. There are no support structures in my local community to assist people that are homophobic. 

Health Promotion activities in the media, TV shows and the Mardi Gras promote homosexuals as OK in the hope that homophobic people read, hear or see this and start to accept homosexual people and their choices on how they want to live their life. Obviously more needs to be done to curb homophobia. It is generally argued that early education is the best way to develop good habits – maybe schooling should be more open about teaching about homosexuality and respecting their rights.
I am not homophobic, and I find homophobic people are quite offensive. How can a person not like another person due to whether they like males or females? Why does it bother another individual whether someone likes males or females? I have learnt that being homophobic can be more than just disliking homosexuals but includes if they are violent towards a homosexual. 

It still makes me worry that someone would verbally abuse or physically abuse someone because they were homosexual.  Some people might hold that view because of their religious belief, but that still does not make it right to verbally or physically abuse them. 

Word count 597
Note: A summary of the survey findings was also submitted with this work sample as evidence of primary source collection
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Performance Standards for Stage 1 Health

	
	Investigation
	Application 
	Analysis 
	Reflection

	A
	In-depth understanding of issues affecting personal and community health and well-being.
Productive and well-considered approach to accessing, organising, and using information about health.

Comprehensive investigation of the roles and responsibilities of individuals, communities, and governments in addressing health issues and priorities.
	Constructive and well-considered personal or social action to improve the health of individuals or communities.

Productive and focused collaboration with others in a group activity on a health issue.

Insightful and discerning application of health literacy skills essential for individual and community health and well-being.
	Insightful analysis of current health trends and issues. 

Astute and comprehensive analysis of health-promoting strategies and the role of education in promoting and enhancing health outcomes.
	Critical and well-informed reflective thinking on personal and social actions to promote improved health outcomes for individuals and communities.

Insightful reflection on personal attitudes and values about a specific health issue.

	B
	Some depth in understanding of issues affecting personal and community health and well-being.

Organised and considered approach to accessing, organising, and using information about health.

Well-informed investigation of the roles and responsibilities of individuals, communities, and governments in addressing health issues and priorities.
	Considered personal or social action to improve the health of individuals or communities.

Focused collaboration with others in a group activity on a health issue.

Well-considered application of health literacy skills essential for individual and community health and well-being.
	Well-informed analysis of current health trends and issues.

Logical and detailed analysis of health-promoting strategies and the role of education in promoting and enhancing health outcomes.
	Detailed and well-informed reflective thinking on personal and social actions to promote improved health outcomes for individuals and communities.

Thoughtful reflection on personal attitudes and values about a specific health issue.

	C
	Informed understanding of some issues affecting personal and community health and well-being.

Generally organised approach to accessing, organising, and using information about health.

Informed investigation of the roles and responsibilities of individuals, communities, and governments in addressing health issues and priorities.
	Competent personal or social action to improve the health of individuals or communities.

Competent collaboration with others in a group activity on a health issue.

Considered application of health literacy skills essential for individual and community health and well-being.
	Informed analysis of current health trends and issues.

Considered and competent analysis of health-promoting strategies and the role of education in promoting and enhancing health outcomes.
	Informed reflective thinking on personal and social actions to promote improved health outcomes for individuals and communities.

Considered reflection on personal attitudes and values about a specific health issue.

	D
	Some awareness of aspects of issues affecting personal and community health and well-being.

Some endeavour to access, organise, and use information about health. 

Partial exploration of the roles and responsibilities of individuals, communities, or governments in addressing health issues and priorities.
	Elements of some personal or social action to improve the health of individuals or communities.

Some collaboration with others in a group activity on a health issue.

Some application of health literacy skills essential for individual or community health and well-being.
	Description of current health trends and issues.

Some explanation of health-promoting strategies and/or the role of education in promoting and enhancing health outcomes. Explanation tends toward recount and summary.
	Some reflective thinking on a personal or social action to promote improved health outcomes for individuals or communities.

Superficial reflection on personal attitudes and values about a specific health issue.

	E
	Limited awareness of any issues affecting personal or community health and well-being.

Isolated attempts to access, organise, or use information about health. 

Some recognition of the need to explore some of the roles and responsibilities of individuals, communities, or governments in addressing health issues and priorities.
	Emerging awareness of the need for health-related personal or social action.

Limited collaboration with others in a group activity on a health issue.

Limited application of health literacy skills essential for individual or community health and well-being.
	Brief description of one or more current health trends or issues.

Limited description of one or more health-promoting strategies, or of the role of education in promoting and enhancing health outcomes.
	Attempted reflective thinking about individual or community health.

Identification of personal attitudes or values about a specific health issue.


Investigation and Analysis


Demonstrates some insightful analysis and a depth of understanding of aspects of the issue and how it affects personal and community health and well-being 


Application


Insightful and discerning application of health literacy skills (analysis of relevant data) essential for individual and community health and well-being.








Additional comments


Investigation


Overall, organised and considered approach to accessing, organising, and using information about health, e.g. reference to and use of relevant webpages which explain homophobia and its effects as well as using results of primary survey of 10 people. Perhaps more use of survey questions and results would have enhanced the arguments put forward.


Overall, well-informed investigation of the roles and responsibilities of individuals, communities, and governments in addressing the health issue of homophobia and its effects. 


This is presented as a topic rather than an issue. The student needs to identify the question that is being addressed.





Reflection


Reflection on personal attitudes and values, and those of others, about the issue of homophobia displays elements of insight.





Analysis


Analysis of current trends to promote acceptance of homosexual people demonstrates insight.
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