Stage 2 Australian and International Politics
Sources Analysis  - From Bush to Obama
Source 1: Cartoon

What is the context and purpose of this source? The context of the source is an editorial cartoon published in 2007 by Adam Zyglis for the Buffalo. It depicts the race to the seat for American President and the different things that will affect the outcome. The purpose of the cartoon is to illiterate to the audience that America needs a new and clean person to run the country,
What similar and different understandings does the source give the reader about the changing political climate in America? This source gives the reader an understanding of what his view is and conveys through his cartoon that Obama should be elected because he is new, fresh and has no past tribulations to do with politics. The cartoonist suggests that American politics needs a change, this can provides the reader with an understanding of his personal views for change.

How does the source guide you to form an opinion about the attitudes to and consequences of the Obama election for America and/or the global community? This particular cartoon is depicts both Barack Obama and Hillary Clinton about to run a race for the presidential seat. The cartoonist is showing a positive attitude towards Obama winning the election rather then Clinton. The cartoonist shows Obama as being fit and free of any past records or controversy, whereas Clinton is shown as unfit and tangled in different hurdles with the many 'Track Records'. Zyglis is suggesting that politics needs a fresh mind and face and that the consequences of Obama will be positive but if Clinton was elected all of her past tribulations would be dragged with her into the white house, he also suggests through his cartoon that the global community would benefit from a fresh person in American politics.

What are the limitations of the source in developing understandings about the changing political climate in America since the Obama election? is the reliability of the source affected by the views of those who created, published, or promoted them? The source develops more of an opinion then an understanding of American politics. This was written before the election so no information can be gathered about how American politics has changed since Obama was elected or what the general feelings amongst Americans are. As stated before the cartoon piece is more of an opinion so the reliability is affected by the cartoonist, Adam Zyglis but little or no influence by the publishers or promoters would impact on the cartoon.
Source 2: Opinion Article 

What is the context and purpose of this source? The context of the source is an opinion piece written by Barack Obama outlining the response to the economic downturn and the way in which himself and his party reacted and what initiatives where and will be put in place to help. The purpose of the article is to notify and publicise the way that Obama has and is handling the economic downturn and also to reassure the people that something is being done to try and overcome the issue.

What similar and different understandings does the source give the reader about the changing political climate in America? The source provides the reader with the understanding of how Barack Obama will change America and help it become a better place. It gives the same understanding as source 1, both sources provide more of a personal opinion rather then facts. Although source 2 provides statements of what Obama wishes to do and the initiatives he wants to put in place.
How does the source guide you to form an opinion about the attitudes to and consequences of the Obama election for America and/or the global community? This piece is very opinionated and the attitudes presented are very biased because the article was written by a candidate in the election. It guides readers to change or strengthen there attitudes in believing that Obama winning the election was a positive change for America. This article suggests the consequences of the election has and will be all positive and the way that Obama and his party has controlled and handled the economic downturn has been constructive and a positive change. Obama also suggests that the global community will benefit from the changes he has made and the outcome of the election.

What are the limitations of the source in developing understandings about the changing political climate in America since the Obama election? Is the reliability of the source affected by the views of those who created, published, or promoted them? One of the limitations of this article is that it is written in only one point of view and is very biased and suggests that the only outcome from Obama winning the election is positive and only good will come from it. Obviously the reliability is affected by the views of the person who created the article. As it is purely based on the success of Barack Obama and Obama was the one who wrote it. You would expect the reliability to be affected, the promoter also would have some impact whereas the publisher will have no or minimal influence on the reliability of the article.

Source 3: Webpage Overview
What is the context and purpose of this source? The context of this source is an overview of Barack Obama and is victory in becoming the first African-American President; the overview is on the New York Times website and also covers some of his initiatives and victories he as already won. The purpose of the text is to provide people with a short and informing overview of his career as President so far. It also provides various links to articles about Obama and different political issues.
What similar and different understandings does the source give the reader about the changing political climate in America? This source gives a range of understandings of the political change that has occurred after the Obama election. It provides an understanding of initiatives being put in place and different political changes Obama would like to put in place. It also outlines a brief understanding of Barack Obama's history and supplies knowledge of criticisms toward Obama.

How does the source guide you to form an opinion about the attitudes to and consequences of the Obama election for America and/or the global community? The overview suggests a positive attitude to the outcome of the Obama election, although it does criticize Obama's schedule and other initiatives he has or is putting in place. The overview does not have a one sided opinion but gives no information to guide readers into thinking that the consequences of the Obama election were negative. Although the text provides unbiased statements it does guide reader into forming a positive opinion on Obama and the election by providing various positive information on what Obama has already started to do.

What are the limitations of the source in developing understandings about the changing political climate in America since the Obama election? Is the reliability of the source affected by the views of those who created, published, or promoted them? The source provides a well based understanding of Barack Obama and his ongoing time as President. The overview has a sufficient amount of information about the events since the election, enough so to develop a good understanding and aids to form a personal opinion. The reliability of the source is not, in this case, affected by the publisher or the promoter. The person who created the text would have the most influence on what text and information will be published but as the overview are statements from various newspaper articles and press conferences they do not affect the reliability of the text.
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Source 1:

Editorial Cartoon

Adam Zyglis

http://www.adamzyalis.com/cartoon433.html 

Source 2

Opinion Piece

Barack Obama

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/07/11/AR2009071100647.html 

Source 3

Overview

The New York Times http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/o/barack obama/index.html 


Performance Standards for Stage 2 Australian and International Politics

	
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Research, Critical Analysis, and Evaluation
	Engagement and Reflection
	Communication

	A
	Comprehensive knowledge and understanding of political concepts, ideas, and practices.

Insightful and well-informed understanding of participation, power, and government in a variety of national and international contexts.
	Astute and in-depth research into and use of a variety of highly relevant primary and secondary sources.

Highly proficient critical analysis of different views on complex issues. 

Concise and clear evaluation of ideas, structures, and procedures associated with various systems of government.
	Constructive engagement in and perceptive reflection on political concepts, ideas, and issues using primary sources.

Insightful reflection on the relationship between politics, power, and decision-making.
	Astute and coherent communication of political ideas and information through reasoned, connected arguments. 

Accurate and incisive use of political terms and appropriate acknowledgment of sources.

	B
	Well-considered knowledge and understanding of political concepts, ideas, and practices.

Well-informed understanding of participation, power, and government in a variety of national and international contexts.
	Some in-depth research into and use of a range of relevant primary and secondary sources.

Proficient critical analysis of different views on complex issues. 

Convincing evaluation of ideas, structures, and procedures associated with various systems of government.
	Well-organised engagement in and thoughtful reflection on political concepts, ideas, and issues using primary sources.

Well-informed reflection on the relationship between politics, power, and decision-making.
	Thoughtful and clear communication of political ideas and information through reasoned, connected arguments. 

Mostly accurate and considered use of political terms and appropriate acknowledgment of sources.

	C
	Considered knowledge and understanding of political concepts, ideas, and practices.
Informed understanding of participation, power, and government in different national and international contexts.
	Competent research into and use of different primary and secondary sources.
Competent critical analysis of different views on complex issues. 

Considered evaluation of ideas, structures, and procedures associated with various systems of government.
	Mostly organised engagement in and considered reflection on political concepts, ideas, and issues using primary sources.

Informed reflection on the relationship between politics, power, and decision-making.
	Considered and generally clear communication of political ideas and information through reasoned, connected arguments. 

Generally accurate use of political terms and appropriate acknowledgment of sources.

	D
	Recognition and some basic understanding of political concepts, ideas, and practices.

Some basic understanding of participation, power, and government in different national or international contexts.
	Narrow research into and use of primary and secondary sources.

Superficial consideration of different views on issues, tending towards description. 

Some description of ideas, structures, and/or procedures associated with various systems of government.
	Some engagement in and superficial consideration of aspects of political concepts, ideas, and issues using primary sources.

Consideration and description of an aspect or aspects of the relationship between politics, power, and decision-making.
	Some communication of political ideas or information through description rather than argument.
Inconsistent use of a narrow range of political terms, with some attempted acknowledgment of sources.

	E
	Identification and some awareness of political concepts, ideas, and practices. 

Some awareness of participation, power, and government in a national or international context.
	Limited use of sources.

Description of one or more views on an issue. 

Recognition of one or more ideas, structures, and/or procedures of government.
	Attempted description of an aspect or aspects of political concepts, ideas, or issues using one or more sources.

Some awareness and attempted description of an aspect or aspects of the relationship between politics, power, and decision-making.
	Limited communication of political information. 

Some attempted use of a very limited range of political terms.


Communication


Demonstrates generally clear communication of political ideas such as factors that impact on the Presidential system in America, using generally accurate political terms, although the clarity of communication is limited by the use of a narrow range of political terms.





Research, Critical Analysis and Evaluation


Demonstrates competent critical analysis of different views on complex issues although there is no recognition of the role publishers play in determining the content of their publications.





Research, Critical Analysis and Evaluation


Demonstrates competent use of relevant sources, although the sources are discussed independently of each other limiting the opportunity for contrast and comparison. 





Knowledge and Understanding


Demonstrates informed understanding of participation, power and government in different international contexts including reference to the American election, managing the economic downturn and the global community.





Communication


Demonstrates the communication of ideas through description of the content of the sources rather than the development of the argument.





Additional comments





The student demonstrates knowledge and understanding of political concepts, ideas and practices relevant to the sources analysis questions although this is evident through description of the content of the sources and an implied understanding of ideas such as democracy, rather than  through explicit evidence.
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