Performance Standards for Stage 2 Nutrition

Stage 2 Nutrition
Assessment Type 1: Investigations Folio

Issues Investigation

Purpose

· To investigate a current issue of personal or social relevance in nutrition.

· To evaluate information from different sources.

· To analyse different points of view on the issue and develop relevant conclusions.

Task Description

1. Select an issue

An issue is a topic of public concern or interest about which people have different opinions.

Select a topic that interests you and is related to one of the core topics.

2. Formulate a guiding question
Select one aspect of the issue and frame this aspect as a guiding question. A guiding question directs your research in a meaningful way so that you are focused on specific information and less likely to be distracted by unconnected facts. 

Your guiding question will require revisiting, particularly as you progress through stages 3, 4 and 5.

3. Obtain information

Select a range of sources with information relevant to your question. Choose from newspapers, internet, magazines, journals, books, videos or interviews.

Your issue should have at least two viewpoints (points for and against). You could create a T- Chart to brainstorm points for and against each viewpoint.

4. Evaluate information
Evaluate your sources of information for bias, credibility, and accuracy. You may evaluate 2 sources in depth or use an annotated bibliography for a wide range of sources. 

Print two of your sources and highlight the information you found most suitable to answer your question.

5. Write a report

Present a report, in a format of your choice that includes:

· an introduction that identifies the issue investigated and its relevance to the topic

· relevant background to the issue

· the identification of alternative views

· an understanding of different perspectives on the issue

· a summary of the results or findings and conclusions drawn

6. Acknowledge information
In-text referencing must be used to acknowledge diagrams and quoted information from sources. A correctly formatted reference list must be included with your final report.

Assessment Conditions

Students have one double lesson of class time to begin their research. They then have one week to submit a draft report and their highlighted sources. The final report, including the highlighted sources and evaluation of sources, is due one week after feedback on the draft has been given.

The total word count is 1500 words or time limit is 10 minutes for an oral presentation. A multimedia format has an equivalent combination of words and minutes.

Performance Standards for Stage 2 Nutrition

	
	Investigation
	Analysis and Evaluation
	Application
	Knowledge and Understanding

	A
	Designs logical, coherent, and detailed nutrition investigations.

Critically and logically selects and consistently and appropriately acknowledges information about nutrition and issues in nutrition from a range of sources.

Manipulates apparatus and technological tools carefully and highly effectively to implement well-organised safe and ethical investigation procedures.

Obtains, records, and displays findings of investigations using appropriate conventions and formats accurately and highly effectively.
	Critically and systematically analyses data and their connections with concepts, to formulate logical and perceptive conclusions and make relevant predictions.

Logically evaluates procedures and suggests a range of appropriate improvements.


	Applies nutrition concepts and evidence from investigations to suggest solutions to complex problems and to promote good health in new and familiar contexts.

Uses appropriate nutrition terms and conventions, highly effectively.

Demonstrates initiative in applying constructive and focused individual and collaborative work skills.
	Consistently demonstrates a deep and broad knowledge and understanding of a range of nutrition concepts.

Uses knowledge of nutrition perceptively and logically to understand and explain issues related to diet, lifestyle, culture, and health.

Uses a variety of formats to communicate knowledge and understanding of nutrition coherently and highly effectively.

	B
	Designs well-considered and clear nutrition investigations.

Logically selects and appropriately acknowledges information about nutrition and issues in nutrition from different sources.

Manipulates apparatus and technological tools carefully and mostly effectively to implement organised safe and ethical investigation procedures.

Obtains, records, and displays findings of investigations using appropriate conventions and formats mostly accurately and effectively.
	Clearly and logically analyses data and their connections with concepts, to formulate consistent conclusions and make mostly relevant predictions.

Logically evaluates procedures and suggests some appropriate improvements. 


	Applies nutrition concepts and evidence from investigations to suggest solutions to problems and to promote good health in new and familiar contexts.

Uses appropriate nutrition terms and conventions effectively.

Applies mostly constructive and focused individual and collaborative work skills.
	Demonstrates some depth and breadth of knowledge and understanding of a range of nutrition concepts. 

Uses knowledge of nutrition logically to understand and explain issues related to diet, lifestyle, culture, and health.

Uses a variety of formats to communicate knowledge and understanding of nutrition coherently and effectively.

	C
	Designs considered and generally clear nutrition investigations.

Selects with some focus, and mostly appropriately acknowledges, information about nutrition and issues in nutrition from different sources.

Manipulates apparatus and technological tools generally carefully and effectively to implement safe and ethical investigation procedures.

Obtains, records, and displays findings of investigations using generally appropriate conventions and formats with some errors but generally accurately and effectively.
	Analyses data and their connections with concepts, to formulate generally appropriate conclusions and make simple predictions, with some relevance.

Evaluates some procedures in nutrition and suggests some improvements that are generally appropriate. 


	Applies nutrition concepts and evidence from investigations to suggest some solutions to basic problems and to promote good health in new or familiar contexts.

Uses generally appropriate nutrition terms and conventions with some general effectiveness. 

Applies generally constructive individual and collaborative work skills.
	Demonstrates knowledge and understanding of a general range of nutrition concepts. 

Uses knowledge of nutrition with some logic to understand and explain one or more issues related to diet, lifestyle, culture, and health.

Uses different formats to communicate knowledge and understanding of nutrition with some general effectiveness.

	D
	Prepares the outline of one or more nutrition investigations.

Selects and may partly acknowledge one or more sources of information about nutrition or an issue in nutrition.

Uses apparatus and technological tools with inconsistent care and effectiveness and attempts to implement safe and ethical investigation procedures.

Obtains, records, and displays findings of investigations using conventions and formats inconsistently, with occasional accuracy and effectiveness.
	Describes basic connections between some data and concepts, and attempts to formulate a conclusion and make a simple prediction that may be relevant.

For some procedures, identifies improvements that may be made.


	Applies some evidence to describe some basic problems and identify one or more simple solutions, or to promote good health, in familiar contexts.

Attempts to use some nutrition terms and conventions that may be appropriate. 

Attempts individual work inconsistently, and contributes superficially to aspects of collaborative work.
	Demonstrates some basic knowledge and partial understanding of nutrition concepts. 

Identifies and explains some nutrition information that is relevant to one or more issues related to diet, lifestyle, culture, and health.

Communicates basic information about nutrition to others using one or more formats.

	E
	Identifies a simple procedure for a nutrition investigation.

Identifies a source of information about nutrition or an issue in nutrition.

Attempts to use apparatus and technological tools with limited effectiveness or attention to safe or ethical investigation procedures.

Attempts to record and display some descriptive information about an investigation, with limited accuracy or effectiveness.
	Attempts to connect data with concepts, formulate a conclusion, and make a prediction.

Acknowledges the need for improvements in one or more procedures.


	Identifies a basic problem and attempts to identify a solution or promote good health in a familiar context.

Identifies some nutrition terms or conventions.

Shows emerging skills in individual and collaborative work.
	Demonstrates some limited recognition and awareness of nutrition concepts. 

Shows an emerging understanding of an issue related to diet, lifestyle, culture, and health.

Attempts to communicate information about nutrition.



Clear and detailed task sheet clarifies the requirements of the task.





Highlighting sources can be used to indicate suitability without adding to the word count. Sighting students’ sources also helps to verify the student’s work.





Students may choose a presentation style that suits them for their evaluation of information.





A limited number of specific features selected to provide the opportunity for students to provide focused evidence for assessment of each feature.
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