Magazine Cover Analysis


The magazine cover is the most important part of a magazine. The cover shows the image that the magazine is attempting to sell. The cover attracts its targeted audience using bright colours and inviting pictures. Women's, kids and teenage girl's magazines are often bold, colourful and inviting, whilst men's magazines are often darker in colour. Bright fluorescent colours such as pinks, oranges and greens often are used to catch the eyes of young females. Women's, girl's and children's magazine are often strategically placed in visible locations most often at the front of the retail outlets for example, check-out counters. Positioning the magazines in such places increases the viewing of the magazine thereby increasing the likelihood that they would be sold.
'Girlfriend' magazines target teenage girls usually between the ages of 12-17. It is usually females of these ages who enjoy reading about celebrities, fashion and real life drama. The magazine is sold for $5.60, at most supermarkets and newsagents. It is sold monthly so it is affordable on a teenage wage.
The dominant picture on the cover is usually a young, popular, female celebrity looking cheerfully towards the camera with welcoming body language. They are clothed in the latest styles reflecting the current season. For example in this issue a photo of Rihanna is on the front cover. Rihanna is currently very popular amongst teenage girls. Rihanna's, chunky, colourful flower necklace, purple tank top and bright green nail polish creates a look of a fun flirty summer outfit.

Articles on celebrities, fashion, advice, boys, make up and hair are in the magazine. 'Girlfriend' presents this information in blocks of short easy to read paragraphs. Information presented in such a way probably reflects the fact that teenagers do not want to read lengthy in-depth articles. Additionally the magazine uses words and symbols such as TXT, 'XOXO' and ':)"This language style is used by teenagers in mediums such mobile phones and computers. Using such language styles aims to connect to the reader demonstrating that 'Girlfriend' is in touch with modern teenager girl. Many of the articles are written as though they are spoken personally to the reader. The use of the word you' is frequently throughout the magazine aiming to create a connection to the reader - 'how he's secretly summing you up' and 'internet spam - can you hack it? are examples of this.

The use of bright headings makes the magazine look busy and full of numerous interesting stories. The use of exclamation marks in one or two of the headings suggests the information is exciting and the stories are interesting and worth a read, information presented this way attempts to attracts the reader to the magazine. The teenage years are often marked by self-consciousness and this is strategically used in the magazine's advertising. Pimple creams, make-up and fashionable clothing dominating the magazines advertising, reflecting the fact that 'Girlfriend' is very much in touch with teenage girls concerns.
'Girlfriend' works towards establishing a positive self image. An example of this is the regular 'self-respect reality check' which exposes how the faces and bodies of many women and girls in fashion magazines have been air-brushed and photo-shopped presenting an unrealistic image to the reader. Articles providing self-help beauty tips and information advising the reader on how to increase self-esteem are also provided. Articles such as these create a good image for the magazine as it is advertising self respect.
"Girlfriend is a very successfully marketed in Australia, The success of the magazine can be attributed to the use of bright colours, teenage 'familiar' language; and articles that reflect the current concerns of today's teenagers.
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Performance Standards for Stage 1 English Pathways
	
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Analysis
	Application
	Communication

	A
	Detailed knowledge and understanding of the ideas, values, and beliefs in familiar and unfamiliar texts.

Knowledge and understanding of the ways in which the creators and readers of familiar and unfamiliar texts use a range of language techniques and conventions to make meaning.

Comprehensive knowledge and understanding of the ways in which familiar and unfamiliar texts are composed for a range of purposes and audiences.
	Analysis of complex connections between personal experiences, ideas, values, and beliefs, and those explored in familiar and unfamiliar texts.

Perceptive analysis of a range of ways in which authors use language techniques to influence opinions and decisions in familiar and unfamiliar contexts.
	Use of a range of sophisticated language techniques to convey thoughts and ideas in both familiar and unfamiliar contexts.

Use of sophisticated and appropriate language skills to interact cooperatively with other people and to solve complex problems.
	Fluent and precise writing and speaking, using appropriate style and structure for a range of mainly unfamiliar audiences and contexts. 

Appropriate use of language to produce a range of texts for familiar and unfamiliar purposes and audiences.

	B
	Knowledge and understanding of some ideas, values, and beliefs in familiar, and some unfamiliar, texts. 

Knowledge and understanding of the ways in which the creators and readers of mainly familiar texts use some language techniques and conventions to make meaning.
Knowledge and understanding of the ways in which mainly familiar texts are composed for some purposes and audiences.
	Analysis of some complex connections between personal experiences, ideas, values, and beliefs, and those explored in familiar, and some unfamiliar, texts.

Analysis of a range of ways in which authors use language techniques to influence opinions and decisions in familiar, and some unfamiliar, contexts.
	Use of a range of language techniques to convey thoughts and ideas in familiar, and some unfamiliar, contexts.

Use of appropriate language skills to interact with other people and to solve some complex problems.
	Mostly fluent and precise writing and speaking, using appropriate style and structure for a range of mostly familiar audiences and contexts.
Appropriate use of language to produce a range of texts for familiar, and some unfamiliar, purposes and audiences.

	C
	Knowledge and understanding of some simple ideas, values, or beliefs in familiar texts (e.g. identifies relevant information from a range of written texts).

Knowledge and understanding of a restricted number of ways in which the creators and readers of a narrow range of familiar texts use some language techniques and conventions to make meaning (e.g. reads a range of texts, noting key differences of presentation and layout).

Knowledge and understanding of the ways in which familiar texts are composed for familiar purposes and audiences (e.g. identifies purpose and audience of texts).
	Analysis of simple connections between personal experiences, ideas, values, and beliefs, and those explored in familiar texts (e.g. explicitly connects new ideas/information with own knowledge, using techniques such as anecdotes and analogies).

Descriptive analysis of a number of ways in which authors use language techniques to influence opinions and decisions in familiar contexts (e.g. recognises that the author selects the structure of a text to serve a particular purpose).
	Use of language techniques to convey thoughts and ideas in mainly familiar contexts (e.g. uses email for day-to-day communication with work colleague, teacher, friend).

Use of appropriate language skills to interact with other people and to solve problems (e.g. writes a short formal letter, outlining instructions for a particular purpose such as closing a bank account).
	Generally fluent and precise writing and speaking, using appropriate style and structure for familiar audiences and contexts (e.g. produces a range of familiar text types, with appropriate structures; uses vocabulary with increasing precision to show how words carry particular shades of meaning).

Appropriate use of language to produce a narrow range of texts for familiar and unfamiliar purposes and audiences (e.g. uses introductory phrases indicating that an opinion, or a fact, is being offered).

	D
	Identification of some simple ideas, values, or beliefs in some familiar texts.

Knowledge and understanding of some of the ways in which the creators and readers of a narrow range of familiar texts use language techniques and conventions to make simple or factual meaning.

Knowledge of the ways in which familiar texts are composed for personally relevant purposes and familiar audiences.
	Reference to simple connections between uncomplicated personal experiences, ideas, values, and beliefs, and those explored in familiar texts.

Reference to some ways in which authors use language techniques to influence opinions and decisions in familiar contexts.
	Use of a restricted range of language techniques to convey thoughts and ideas in familiar contexts.

Use of mainly appropriate language skills to interact with other people and to solve simple problems.
	A level of fluency in writing and speaking in personally relevant situations, using appropriate style and structure for a narrow range of familiar audiences and contexts. 

Occasionally appropriate use of language to produce texts for familiar purposes and audiences.

	E
	Identification of an idea, a value, or a belief in a highly familiar text.

Knowledge and understanding of the way in which a creator or reader of a highly familiar text uses a language technique or a convention to make factual meaning. 

Knowledge of the ways in which highly familiar texts are composed for personally relevant purposes and highly familiar audiences.
	Recognition of a simple connection between a straightforward personal experience, idea, value, or belief, and that explored in a highly familiar text.

Reference to the way in which an author uses language techniques to influence opinions and decisions in a highly familiar context.
	Use of a restricted range of language techniques to convey thoughts in highly familiar contexts.

Use of some appropriate language skills to interact with other people and to solve a simple problem.
	Beginning of development of fluent writing and speaking in personally relevant situations, using appropriate style and structure for a narrow range of highly familiar audiences and contexts.

Occasionally appropriate use of language to produce texts for highly familiar purposes and audiences.


Communication – Uses mostly fluent and precise writing, with appropriate style and structure e.g. a clear introduction, a brief conclusion, appropriate vocabulary “strategically placed”.





Analysis


 Demonstrates some descriptive analyses of the ways in which authors use language techniques to influence opinions and decisions (e.g. readers are attracted to the magazine). 





Communication 


Appropriately uses language to convey simple meaning (e.g. teenage familiar language is clear but not precise or appropriate to an unfamiliar context or audience).





Knowledge and Understanding 


Show some ways in which creators of mainly familiar text use some language techniques and conventions to make meaning.








Knowledge and Understanding 


Indicates some simple ideas, values and beliefs in expressed in this familiar text. 
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