Stage 2 Classical Studies
Teaching and Learning Strategy

Glossary of Greek and Latin Terms

	agon
	A contest or formal debate. Rhetorical in nature.  

	anagnorisis
	From Aristotle (Poetics 11) A change from ignorance to knowledge.

	ate
	Ruin or destruction inflicted on mortals by the gods as punishment for crime.

	catharsis
	From Aristotle (Poetics 6) The effect of tragedy in purifying the emotions.
Much debate about the meaning of the term. The idea that by arousing pity and fear tragedy rids us of these emotions and that tragedy arouses in us the same passions which it eventually relieves. 

	choryphaeus
	The leader of the chorus who speaks on behalf of the chorus as a whole.

	cursus honorum
	The ascending order of importance of the Roman magistracies.

	deus ex machina
	“The god from the machine” The machine was a sort of crane which could convey an actor through the air to give the impression of flying. Device used by dramatists to get them out of difficulties with the plot.

	ekkyklema
	A wheeled device or platform that could be rolled onto the stage to display a tableaux.

	episodes
	The section of a play between two stasima or between the parados and the first stasimon.

	exodos
	The section of the play following the last stasimon.

	hamartia
	From Aristotle (Poetics 13) A failure or failing ranging from an innocent mistake to a moral crime.

	hubris
	Impious presumption of a mortal who challenges the gods through words or actions and is punished as a result.

	in medias res
	Literary device of beginning a narrative at a significant point in the middle of a series of events.

	kommos
	Emotional duet between a character and the chorus. 

	oikos
	Literal translation: Greek household. (An understanding this term and its significance is basic to the study of topics 4 and 7.)

	parabasis
	A pause in the action of a Greek comedy in which the choryphaeus addresses the audience directly. It is interspersed with thematic comic songs from the chorus.  

	parados
	Opening song of the chorus in Greek drama.

	perioikoi
	Literal translation: dwellers around. Status group in Greek society, particularly Sparta.

	peripeteia
	From Aristotle (Poetics 11) The reversal associated with anagnorisis or recognition. A peripeteia will occur when events seem to be leading to a certain conclusion but in actual fact lead to the opposite. 

	polis
	Literal translation: city-state. (An understanding of this term and its significance is basic to the study of topics 4 and 7.)

	prologue
	The opening scene of a Greek play which precedes the parados.

	stasimon/stasima
	Choral odes, lyrical in nature, sung by the chorus in Greek plays and often accompanied by dance.

	stichomythia
	Rapid dialogue between two characters. Each character speaks one or two lines in turn. 
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