Stage 2 Modern History
Assessment Type 1: Folio
Student Response 1
Critically analyse the historical accuracy of the representation of race relations in South Africa under apartheid as shown in Cry Freedom and District 9.

Cry Freedom and District 9 both give mainly historically accurate representations of race relations in South Africa under apartheid. Cry Freedom, released in 1987 as a propaganda tool against apartheid (which continued from 1948 to 1994), shows historical events that actually took place. District 9, released in 2009, gives audiences a feel for what apartheid was like, representing the oppressive treatment of non-whites by the dominant Afrikaner race (as expressed in the 1955 Freedom Charter) with that of the aliens by humans. Each film shows the social, economic and political aspects of these race relations but exaggerates or simplifies certain social aspects to either produce a stronger response from the audience or make the situation easier for them to understand.

Both films accurately represent the political aspects of race relations under South Africa's apartheid system. The limited franchise shown in Cry Freedom, with non-whites unable to have their votes recognised, reflects the true conditions of the country's political system under apartheid. District 9 also reflects the Afrikaner National Party's exercise of a limited franchise, with the political power held by the humans over the aliens mirroring the relationship between Afrikaners and non-whites. Cry Freedom uses the bans of Biko and Woods (both were restricted from publishing material or being with more than one person at a time) to illustrate the apartheid government's commitment to controlling their citizens' views, in this case by restricting access to ideas that contradicted their policies. Those opposing the government are shown to be persecuted as they were in real life - Woods' family is harassed by the South African police due to his support of the Black Consciousness Movement, while Biko is imprisoned and beaten to death for leading it. The aliens' eviction from their area in District 9 is also based on true events that took place in District 6 in Cape Town, where non-white inhabitants were forcibly removed during the 1970s as ordered by the South African government. Wikus' deception of aliens in District 9 (counting accidental scrawls on their eviction notices as signatures when they cannot understand the situation) reflects the corruption of white authorities during apartheid, an idea that is further emphasised through the massacre of their own people during the 1976 Soweto riots shown in Cry Freedom. The ruling National Party is accurately shown to discriminate on the grounds of race with the intention, as Mandela put it, to entrench white supremacy forever.

The portrayal of race relations from a social perspective is largely, but not entirely, accurate in both films. Blacks are accurately shown to have inferior social status in Cry Freedom, with many believing, as Biko's character puts it, that there's something inferior about being born black The use of the word prawn as a derogatory term for aliens in District 9 is also similar to those directed at blacks in apartheid society, including nigger and kaffir, showing the contempt with which they were often viewed. Verwoerds' view that total segregation would have been the ideal solution is represented by Wikus' wish to live happily and safely knowing that the prawn is very far away, reflecting the way many Afrikaners wanted to live in exclusively white societies. Both the ideals of the Black Consciousness Movement and its reception by the majority of the Afrikaner population are portrayed accurately in Cry Freedom - its aim to build up a sense of (blacks) own humanity and legitimate place in the world as stated in the film is consistent with the movement's actual slogan, black is beautiful. Newspaper headlines such as The ugly measure of Black Consciousness are used to illustrate the negative attitudes held by many Afrikaners towards this movement. The film exaggerates this aspect of race relations, however, by implying that the entire white South African population resisted the Black Consciousness Movement. White organisations working against apartheid, including The Black Sash movement led by Jean Sinclair, are not featured. These

are acknowledged to some extent in District 9, with human rights movements declaring support for the aliens during a protest, but social conflicts are shown to exist only between humans and aliens. District 9 fails to reflect the fact that a variety of racial groups were affected by apartheid in South African society, including Coloureds and Asians. While many social aspects of race relations are accurately portrayed, some are exaggerated in Cry Freedom to provoke a more emotional response from its audience and simplified in District 9 to make situations easier to understand.

The economic aspects of race relations are portrayed accurately in both films, with whites shown to control South Africa's economy and dictate which jobs were given to blacks. Cry Freedom shows Biko's character explaining that the good jobs, such as Woods' position of newspaper editor, were occupied by whites, while blacks were expected to find work as maids for white families or labourers at mines which were all owned by whites. The effects of the 1951 Bantu Building Worker's act, which made it a criminal offence for blacks to perform skilled work in urban areas, are accurately illustrated when the few black employees of Woods' newspaper are arrested. The cat-food scam in District 9, where Nigerians are shown to sell cat-food to aliens for exorbitant prices, is also representative of the whites' economic advantage during apartheid. Blacks were exploited by whites in similar ways, having to pay excessively high prices for food and resources in the Bantustans they lived in. In these ways, both films accurately represent blacks' lack of economic power.

Cry Freedom and District 9 shed light on different social, economic and political aspects of race relations in South Africa under apartheid. Despite some exaggeration and simplification of the social aspects for entertainment and, in Cry Freedom, propaganda purposes, race relations are mostly represented in a historically accurate way. Cry Freedom shows historical events while District 9 works mainly on an empathetic level, but both give a sense of the apartheid system described by Mandela as diabolical in its detail, inescapable it its reach and overwhelming in its power.
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	Additional Comments
Communication

· Clear and appropriate use of subject specific language and conventions. Historical figures were mentioned but not always in context. For example Donald Woods, Editor of the daily dispatch, Steve Biko, and Prime Minister Verwoerd were mentioned without indicating who they were or why they were important.


Performance Standards for Stage 2 Modern History

	
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Inquiry and Analysis
	Reflection and Evaluation
	Communication

	A
	Comprehensive and relevant knowledge and understanding of people, places, events, and ideas in history.
Astute formulation of hypotheses and/or focusing questions, and their application in explaining historical concepts.
	Perceptive application of the skills of historical inquiry, including critical analysis.

Astute and thorough construction of reasoned historical arguments based on a critical understanding of evidence from sources.
	Perceptive reflection on the short-term and long-term impacts of individuals, events, and phenomena.

Comprehensive and insightful evaluation of why individuals and groups acted in certain ways at particular times.
	Well-structured and coherent communication of well-informed and relevant arguments.

Consistent, clear, and appropriate use of subject-specific language and conventions.

	B
	Well-considered and relevant knowledge and understanding of people, places, events, and ideas in history.

Clear and effective formulation of hypotheses and/or focusing questions, and their application in explaining historical concepts.
	Well-considered application of the skills of historical inquiry, including critical analysis.

Well-conceived and well-developed construction of reasoned historical arguments based on a critical understanding of evidence from sources.
	Well-informed reflection on the short-term and long-term impacts of individuals, events, and phenomena.

Well-considered evaluation of why individuals and groups acted in certain ways at particular times.
	Structured and mostly coherent communication of informed and relevant arguments.

Clear and appropriate use of subject-specific language and conventions.

	C
	Considered and relevant knowledge and understanding of people, places, events, and ideas in history.

Mostly clear formulation of hypotheses and/or focusing questions, and their application in explaining historical concepts.
	Considered application of the skills of historical inquiry, including some critical analysis.

Organised construction of reasoned historical arguments based on a critical understanding of evidence from sources.
	Informed reflection on the short-term and long-term impacts of individuals, events, and phenomena.

Considered evaluation of why individuals and groups acted in certain ways at particular times.
	Generally coherent communication of informed and relevant arguments.

Mostly appropriate use of subject-specific language and conventions.

	D
	Recognition and basic understanding of people, places, events, and ideas in history.

Formulation of one or more focusing questions and description of one or more related historical concepts.
	Basic application of some skills of historical inquiry, including some superficial analysis.

Some basic construction of a historical argument based on some understanding of evidence from sources.
	Some superficial reflection on one or more short-term or long-term impacts of individuals, events, and/or phenomena.

Superficial consideration of why individuals and groups acted in certain ways at particular times.
	Some basic communication of aspects of an argument.

Some appropriate use of subject-specific language and conventions, with inaccuracies.

	E
	Limited awareness of people, places, events, or ideas in history.

Attempted formulation of one or more focusing questions and attempted description of a related historical concept.
	Limited application of one or more skills of historical inquiry.

Attempted description of a historical event based on a limited understanding of evidence from sources.
	Limited description of a short-term or long-term impact of an individual, event, and/or phenomenon.

Description of the actions of individuals and groups at particular times.
	Attempted communication of one or more aspects of an argument.

Limited use of any appropriate subject-specific language and conventions.


Knowledge and Understanding


Comprehensive and relevant knowledge and understanding of people (eg Biko, Mandela, Woods), events (eg 1976 Soweto Riots) and ideas (eg limited franchise, apartheid).





Communication


Well-structured and coherent communication is evident in the clear introduction. It introduces the texts and foregrounds the logical structure of the essay under the concepts of social, economic and political aspects of race relations.





Inquiry and Analysis


Astute and thorough construction of reasoned historical argument based on a critical understanding of evidence from a variety of sources including a range of quotes from historical figures.





Reflection and Evaluation


Comprehensive and insightful evaluation of the economic reasons individuals (eg Biko) and groups (eg Whites) acted to challenge or maintain power structures in South Africa.
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