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Minutes

	Meeting:
	AEU – SACE Board Collaborative Working Group
	Date:
	 29 October 2012

	Location:
	Boardroom, SACE Board of South Australia
	Time:
	3.00 – 4.00pm


	 No.
	Item

	1
	Attendees

Paul Kilvert (Chair), David Smith, Jan Raymond, Jackie Bone-George, Nancy Schupelius, Susan Lohmeyer, Andrea Overall (proxy for Andrew Green)
Apologies

Mike Williss, Andrew Green

	2
	Confirmation of agenda

The agenda was confirmed with the following additions:
Item 4: AEU consultation/liaison items

4.1 Indigenous representation on the SACE Board

4.2 DATEX review

4.3 Availability of SACE enrolment data

	3
	 Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The Minutes of the previous meeting held 6 August were accepted with no change.            

	4
	 AEU Consultation / Liaison Items
4.1 Indigenous representation on the SACE Board  
The Chair provided the following clarification:
·  There is no current Indigenous member of the Board. Jillian Miller was a member of the Board for the past three years, and previously, Mark Williams was a Board member. 
· However, the Board is not a representative Board. Members are appointed by the Minister on the basis of their skills and experience relevant to the functions and responsibilities of the Board. 

· Jillian Miller was Chair of the Aboriginal Education Steering Committee, which was the SACE Board committee charged with addressing the needs of Indigenous students. Mark Williams has been confirmed by the Board as the new Chair of this group.
· The SACE Board Aboriginal Education Strategy 2012 – 2016, which is produced under the auspices of the Steering Committee, was tabled for information. 

· The SACE Board recognises the unique and significant needs of Indigenous students – the Chair proposed a further meeting to discuss the issues related to the SACE and Indigenous students. 
OUTCOME/ACTION: 
1. Further dialogue to occur between the SACE Board and interested AEU members / others to consider the issues affecting Indigenous students’ success in the SACE. 
4.2  DATEX review
·  A paper titled DATEX Online – 2012 update was tabled. This has been provided to schools and outlines the improvements made to DATEX in response to teachers’ feedback. 
·  Further upgrades will be carried out to reduce workflow for teachers by allowing them to enter data directly to the system.

4.3 Availability of SACE enrolment data 
· The Chair confirmed that SACE enrolment data for 2012 is available from the SACE Board website: www.sace.sa.edu.au/about/key-information/data-reports 


	5
	SACE Board Consultation / Liaison Items

5.1 Freedom of information – review of SACE Board’s exemption: progress report
· The Chair noted that the AEU’s feedback to the SACE Board’s policy and strategy for managing its changed status under FOI was supported, with one agreed alteration – the pro-active release of school-based achievement data. 
· The Chair indicated that under FOI legislation, if requested, the SACE Board is required to provide this data. However, the SACE Board has also determined that such data will not automatically be accessible publically via its website, but will only be released on request in accordance with the provisions of the FOI Act. 
· The SACE Board will also continue to consider the best ways of providing access to data and information that builds communities of educational practice. 
· In respect of Like Schools data, the Chair clarified that the SACE Board does not intend to continue to produce Like Schools categories. Rather, schools will be encouraged to develop their own “like schools” analyses based on available SACE data. 
· 5.2 Senior Secondary Australian Curriculum: progress report  (ongoing discussion item for the agenda)

· The Chair indicated that significant feedback had been provided to ACARA as part of the consultative process established with the States and Territories. This feedback will be provided by ACARA to Ministers.
· The SACE Board has confirmed with ACARA that it would not be responsible to commit to any implementation timelines until it has had sufficient opportunity to view subject content and achievement standards. 

· The Chair acknowledged the importance of communicating with schools about expected timelines to allow adequate preparation, especially in the context of articulation between year 10, and years 11 and 12. 

5.3 2013 Operational schedule
·  The Chair tabled a Principals Letter and attachment which provides details relating to the 2013 assessment cycle including key dates for Stage 1 and Stage 2 assessment. The letter notes that Term 4 in 2013 is shorter than in previous years and will create pressures for results processes. 

· The Chair indicated that the letter and attachment will be sent to schools in order to provide schools with early notice so that they can plan appropriately. 

	6
	Any Other Business

6.1 Communications

· The Chair informed the group that the SACE Board has reviewed its communication tools for schools:
· Principals Letters: these will focus on high-level strategic rather than operational matters.

· Policy Update Circulars: these will provide information on matters related to SACE policy.
· Teacher Focus: information with a specific focus for teachers.
6.2 Meetings in 2013 

· The group confirmed the value of these meetings and that the group should continue to meet in 2013. 

	7
	Meeting Closed

The meeting closed at 4.10pm

	8
	Next Meeting

A schedule of meetings for 2013 will be distributed to members prior to the first meeting in Term 1, 2013. 

	9
	Date of Distribution

8 November 2012
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