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LEARNING AND ASSESSMENT PLAN EXEMPLAR
Stage 1 English Pathways

	School
	

	Contact Teacher
	


	

	Other schools using this plan
	



	SACE

School Code
	
	Year
	
	Enrolment Code
	
	Program Variant Code (A–W)

	
	
	
	
	Stage
	Subject Code
	No. of Credits (10 or 20)
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	E
	P
	W
	10
	
	


COHORT/CONTEXT DESCRIPTION
	This should describe:

· the cohort of students (e.g. student background and learning needs)
The college is a co-educational school based over two campuses with R-12 students. The school philosophy is ‘Open to All’ with an emphasis on ‘Pathways to Lifelong Learning’.
There are three Year 11 classes; two English classes and one English Pathways class consisting of thirteen students most of whom intend to study English Communications or possibly English Pathways in 2011. There is one ESL student, one Asperger’s student, and two students who have previously been on a Modified Program (NEP) due to poor literacy skills. One student is involved in a TAFE hairdressing course once a week, three other students are involved in ‘Doorways to Construction’, a TAFE accredited course run onsite every Monday.
Some students are hoping for an apprenticeship at the end of Year 11, while others intend to complete SACE Stage 2.


LEARNING PROGRAM DESIGN

	This should describe:

· how the learning program has been designed to engage the range of students in the cohort described above

· the intended delivery of the learning program (e.g. students will undertake elements of the program off- campus, program delivered over ten weeks)
· topic choices (e.g. option topics) and give details of negotiated topics.
English Pathways will be taught in two separate semesters with five 50-minute lessons per week, two of which are double lessons. There is a weekly booking in a computer room, and access to computers and computer rooms as required for students to work on their assessment tasks. Students also have access to other areas including the art room, sports shed and Agricultural areas to further enhance their knowledge.

Students complete five major assessments per semester and adequately cover both Assessment Types: Text Analysis (40%) and Text Production (60%). A range of resources are offered that are relevant to students’ interests spanning contemporary everyday texts (newspapers, magazines, songs, brochures) to classic and contemporary literature: (The Sniper, ‘Dulce Et Decorum Est’ and other Wilfred Owen poetry, The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas, The Power of One, Gran Torino, Blood Diamond)
English Pathways students are exposed to all aspects of English. This is achieved through reading, viewing, writing, composing, listening, speaking, and using information and communication technologies (ICTs) in appropriate ways and for different purposes. Students are encouraged to read, consider and appreciate a wide range of texts in various forms and media.
Whenever possible, students are given the opportunity to negotiate tasks. Every task includes a degree of flexibility. For example students are able to write a maximum of 800 words for their argumentative letter and personal reflective piece or 250 words, with a maximum of 12 pictures for multimodal presentations.
The program has been designed to engage and connect with the students interests (sports, cars, animals, fashion, music, film, current affairs issues) and abilities (range of tasks, negotiation of tasks). Students are involved in a minimum of one excursion this semester (Adelaide Zoo: “Under the Stars” camp) to further engage them.

Assessment tasks offer students choice while meeting the Performance Standards. Students are given choices in the mode of presentation of the assessment tasks such as: written, visual, oral and multimodal. This range of options is designed to allow students to achieve at their highest possible level. There is also the opportunity to work individually and in groups. 

Explicit scaffolding and models is used in the teaching program to benefit students who need more intensive literacy support. 


capabilities, literacy and NUMERACY OPPORTUNITIES

	This should explain:

· how the learning program provides opportunities for students to develop their capabilities and their literacy and numeracy skills (e.g. strategies and resources).
The study of English Pathways helps students to develop their personal and social identity through reading and composing texts. Students have opportunities to reflect on their personal values and those of other people by responding to aesthetic and cultural aspects of texts. The study of English Pathways also involves exploring, responding to, and composing texts in, and for a range of, personal, social, cultural, and/or vocational contexts. Some texts and contexts are familiar to the student and some are unfamiliar.
Capabilities

Communication is particularly important and is highlighted through the learning and teaching of English Pathways. Students have opportunities to develop the formal written communication skills (argumentative letter and personal reflection task) to succeed within senior secondary schooling and beyond. In addition, they have opportunities to develop ICT and oral communication skills (film oral presentation, argumentative letter). 
Through discussion, excursions, surveys, and exposing students to a range of different texts, it is intended that students learn that language is both a vehicle of communication and a means of establishing social connections with other people. Students use communication skills to establish connections with other people in the communities in which they live, work and socialise.
In groups and individually, students consider the language used in texts and identify and analyse the values presented through these texts (novels, film, poetry, media) and analyse the values on others, while questioning the relevance to their own lives and beliefs.
Students read a range of short stories, newspaper reports, poetry and the English novel, The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas as well as viewing film through the film study. By reading, viewing and composing a range of texts, students develop an understanding of different cultural perspectives and values.
Students read and view a variety of texts which give them many opportunities to reflect upon their own experiences and examine their own values and beliefs. Students complete an essay for the novel, The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas which lead them to question their own beliefs, values and make links with our own society. By studying current affairs issues through the newspapers and consequently, writing their argumentative letter and also their personal reflective piece, students examine their past as well as their future. By reading, viewing, writing, composing, listening, and speaking, students express and define their personal identities and gain confidence in using language in a range of situations. They develop the capacity to express and present ideas in various ways (brochure), for different purposes and conditions.
Students produce a range of texts that suit the purpose and the intended audience e.g. fellow students, younger students, whole school, wider community, politicians, local councils, the police force etc. Students come to realise that clear, accurate speaking and writing, and the use of technology, are valuable, transferable skills in economic, social, and political contexts.
Students develop their ability to derive meaning from a variety of texts and to understand the ideas, values, and beliefs presented in those texts. Students learn to communicate with a range of people, connecting with other individuals, groups, and organisations. They conduct surveys, research and investigate texts and communicate with a range of people throughout the semester.
Students gain an understanding of the kinds of skills and understandings that are relevant to the English learning area. Learning throughout the semester focuses on capabilities to analyse ideas and synthesise knowledge to form valid conclusions.
Literacy and Numeracy skills

Students read, view, write, compose, listen, and speak, using a range of technologies. They locate, analyse, synthesise, and use knowledge that is relevant to a range of contexts. Students engage with, and reflect on, the ways in which texts are created for specific purposes and audiences. Individually and in groups, they reflect critically on, and use, appropriate language to convey meaning and solve problems in both familiar and unfamiliar contexts.
When students read texts they develop an understanding of concepts such as time, number, and space.


	Recommended by Principal or nominee (signature)
	

	Date
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	Approved / Not Approved

	
	
	
	

	Accession Number
	__________________
	Expiry date of Learning and Assessment Plan
	



Subject   English Pathways
  Variant  ____    School _______________________________    Contact Teacher  _______________________________________________
ASSESSMENT OVERVIEW 

Complete the table below to demonstrate how the set of assessments addresses all of the learning requirements and assessment design criteria.

	Weighting of Assessment Types

	Name of Assessment 

 (as described in the assessment details following)

	Learning Requirements 

(Indicate the Learning Requirements addressed)
	Assessment Design Criteria

(Indicate the Assessment Design Criteria addressed)

	
	
	Demonstrate clear and accurate communication skills through reading,  viewing, writing,  composing, listening, speaking and using a range of ICTs
	Establish connections with people in vocational, cultural, or social contexts, through personal and critical engagement with texts and language
	Analyse the ways in which texts are created for specific purposes and audiences
	Use language skills to interact with other people, and to solve problems
	Identify and reflect on cultural, social, and technical aspects of language and texts
	Compose texts that use language for personal, vocational, or creative purposes
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Analysis
	Application
	Communication

	Assessment Type

 
	Weighting (%)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Text analysis
	40
	Essay: 

The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas
	(
	(
	(
	
	(
	
	1,2,3
	1,2
	1
	1,2

	
	
	Film study: oral presentation
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	
	1,2,3
	1,2
	1
	1,2

	Text production
	60
	Current affairs: Newspaper study and argumentative letter
	(
	(
	
	(
	(
	(
	1,2,3
	1
	1,2
	1,2

	
	
	Adelaide Zoo brochure
	(
	(
	
	(
	(
	
	1,2,3
	
	1,2
	1,2

	
	
	Personal reflective written piece 
	(
	(
	(
	(
	
	(
	1,2,3
	
	1
	1,2


Four or five assessments. Please refer to the English Pathways Subject Outline.
(Note:  to record any changes to the assessment outline, please use the Addendum to Learning and Assessment Plan attached.)
Subject   English Pathways 
   Variant  ____    School _______________________________    Contact Teacher  _____________________________________________
ASSESSMENT DETAILS

Use the table below to provide details of the assessments designed to provide opportunities for the range of students in the cohort to show evidence of their learning against the performance standards.

	Name of Assessment 

(Assessment type)
	Description of Assessment (a description of the flexible, and where appropriate, negotiable, ways in which students show evidence that demonstrates their learning against the performance standards, including to the highest standard)
	Assessment conditions as appropriate (e.g. task type, word length, time allocated, supervision)

	Essay: The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas 

(Text analysis)
	Students complete an essay which discusses one of the major themes from the novel, The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas. Students also read war based poetry and short stories to expand their knowledge on the topic. In three hundred words of the essay, students should connect the novel to their own life, personal experiences, values and beliefs.
	Maximum 6 weeks.
Up to 800 words for a written task, or 250 words, and up to 12 pictures relating to the theme (poster format) for multimodal.

	Film study: Oral presentation 

(Text analysis)
	Students analyse one or two films that may be linked through themes, or look closely at a particular character. 

Through this film analysis, students demonstrate knowledge of the way creators use language and film techniques to make meaning and how different texts are composed for different purposes and audiences. 

Students closely study the eight main film techniques used in film:

· Camera movement (slow motion, panning)

· Camera shots (close up, long shot, extreme long shot)

· Camera angles (low angle, high angle)

· Sound effects

· Music (soundtrack - particular lyrics…)

· Costumes

· Symbolism

· Setting

Using the knowledge gained from viewing and discussing each film, students analyse a theme or conduct a character study, either individually or in groups, and produce an oral presentation. The presentation also analyses one or two film techniques. Students incorporate extracts of the film as part of their analysis and justification to show that the students have analysed characters or themes in film as well as film techniques and have shown a connection between personal experiences, beliefs and values.

Students present their information through an oral presentation to the group.

	Maximum 4 weeks

Oral presentation of up to 5 minutes per student, accompanied by visual supports (e.g. PowerPoint, access to film extracts, handouts).

	Adelaide Zoo brochure
(Text production)
	In connection with the Adelaide Zoo’s Under the Stars overnight camp that the Year 11 English Pathways class attend, students create a brochure, choosing to highlight any aspect of their visit. 
They may choose to concentrate on one particular animal (e.g. pandas, giraffes) or many. They may also choose to focus on other aspects of the zoo (e.g. the education program) through their brochure. 

Whilst at the Zoo, students hand out surveys, ask questions, take photos and use the Adelaide Zoo as part of their research for their brochure.

Numerous brochures are provided and discussed with the students in preparation for planning their own brochures. 

The brochure needs to be visually appealing and should use a range of language techniques to convey ideas to their audience. The audience for their brochure should be clear and the brochure should demonstrate knowledge of the ways in which texts are composed for a range of purposes and audiences.
	Maximum 4 weeks

Up to a maximum of 500 words, including up to 12 pictures.

	Current affairs: Newspaper study and argumentative letter

(Text production)
	Using knowledge gained from reading, analysing and studying newspaper reports based on a topic of the student’s choice, each student composes an exposition (argumentative) letter to someone in the community (e.g. local council, politician, police force) in relation to the topic. The teacher also provides relevant topics (e.g. binge drinking, election campaign, car accidents, Murray River, cyber bullying) to assist those students who need support in choosing a focus for their letter.
Students then construct an argumentative letter, which includes formal language and clearly expresses their point of view. They include a minimum of three language techniques in the letter(e.g. hyperbole, statistics, facts, surveys, petitions, quotes, appeal to patriotism, rhetorical questions, guilt, appeal to intelligence).The teacher provides handouts on language techniques used in exposition pieces. 

Students use their language skills to interact with others and solve problems. They also make connections between their personal experiences and ideas, and address them through a letter which they write to a member of the community.
	Maximum 4 weeks

Presented in a written or multimodal form Drafting and editing encouraged

Word count: up to a maximum of 800 words for written task or 

250 words expressed through a DVD presentation with visual stimulus and music.

	Personal reflective writing 

(Text production)
	Students create a personal reflective piece of writing which demonstrates the student’s passion, point of view, emotions, feelings, ideas or own history related a particular topic, person or event in their life. Students are given particular topics that they may wish to write about: Students also write their piece for a particular audience and use appropriate language techniques and conventions to make meaning.
· An inspirational person in their life

· A life changing event

· Bullying

· My Favourite Place

· My parents’ influence on my life

· Love

· Friendship

· The Future
	Maximum 3 weeks

Up to 800 words for written task, or 250 words, and up to 12 pictures relating to the theme (poster format) for multimodal.


Exemplified, with the kind permission of Nancy Walker, Investigator College

Addendum to:

LEARNING AND ASSESSMENT PLAN


Stage 1 English Pathways 


	School
	

	Contact Teacher
	


	

	Other schools using this plan
	


	

	SACE

School Code
	
	Year
	
	Enrolment Code
	
	Program Variant Code (A–W)
	
	Local Program

Y/N

	
	
	
	
	Stage
	Subject Code
	No. of Credits (10 or 20)
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	2011
	
	1
	E
	P
	W
	10
	
	
	
	


CHANGES MADE TO THE LEARNING AND ASSESSMENT PLAN

	Describe any changes made to the Learning and Assessment Plan to support students to be successful in meeting the requirements of the subject. In your description, please explain:

· what changes have been made to the plan

· the rationale for making the changes

· whether these changes have been made for all students, or individuals within the student group.




PRINCIPAL ENDORSEMENT

The changes made to the Learning and Assessment Plan support student achievement of the performance standards and retain alignment with the subject outline.

Signature of Principal or nominee ___________________________________________  Date _______
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