  STAGE 1 ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

ASSESSMENT TYPE 2: LANGUAGE APPLICATION  

OPTION 1: INVESTIGATION (written part only) 

Culture is what makes everyone different from who they are and where they originate. It embraces all the aspects of human life and their way of communicating and interacting with other human beings. In this case, food is one of the main important roles in people’s lives and influences the impacts on their culture. Many cultures have different varieties of food and ingredients and this is a “fusion of foods and culture” (Gean Vecchio, 2009). “You are what you eat,” (taboo, 2002) it doesn’t matter how they eat it or how they cook it as long as it represents them and their culture. There is a strong link between culture and food, this includes their religion, tradition (festival) and in an effective manner.
In religion, food is one of the most important parts of religious ceremonies such as in Christianity, Judaism and Islam. The role of food in religious culture is an important part of showing respect among their communities (Victorian Government, 1999) and many of these religions obey the religious commandments, hence food is prepared in different ways. In Christianity, Christians tends to not eat meat on Fridays other than fish (Victorian Governmet, 1999), which is acceptable. Furthermore, bread and wine is also common and used in the communion as the body and blood of Jesus, another example which exemplifies the fact that food is an important aspect in religious cultures. Moreover, the Israelis religion follows a strict law in eating foods. The food products must not contain animal fat and acceptable food must be prepared in the appropriate method (Victorian Government, 1999), this is such that animals like pigs are forbidden in this religion as they are considered to be “dirty,” (Geertz 1996: pg 36). Consequently the role of food is important to religion and their religious practices.

An additional argument is that food is an important concept in traditions and festivals. In festivals, food is extensively used to celebrate upcoming events. In different cultures, there are numerous ways of celebrating their special occasions, which highlights the fact that “cultures differ themselves through food” (Taboo, 2002). Many traditional foods vary across different cultures for example in Japan, the Japanese are willing to die for their favourite and deadliest Fugu (puffer) fish (Rodriguez, 2008). In the Japanese tradition, food that can kill you is still a part of the Japanese tradition and for this matter “our differences are what make us human” (Taboo, 2009).


Furthermore, food is an important survival source for survival in families as if “we don’t eat, we will die” (Gean Vecchio 2009). Due to the cross cultural development, many different types of food are created due to changes of the use of different ingredients (Gean Vechhio, 2009). Thus, this contributes to the fact that the taste of food is continually changing in today’s society.  The “fusion of foods and culture” (Gean Vecchio 2009) moulds a society into a culturally diverse nation. In particular, when families arrive and establish themselves in a new colony, they bring along their ingredients and so “food creates a new society” (Gean Vecchio 2009).

It can be seen that cultures have different ways of expressing their differences, and that food both affects and is affected by culture. Culture is influenced by food through various ways such as tradition, religion and family. These aspects are what makes us different from others and created a whole new society, as food can influence the way people eat and their religious practices.
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Performance Standards for Stage 1 English as a Second Language

	
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Analysis
	Application
	Communication

	A
	Comprehensive knowledge and sophisticated understanding of ideas in texts.

Comprehensive knowledge of the relationship between contexts and texts.

Thorough knowledge and understanding of the ways in which texts are composed for specific purposes and audiences.
	Comprehensive analysis of the relationship between the purpose, structure, and language features of a range of texts.

Highly effective location, recording, analysis, and synthesis of ideas, information, and opinions from a range of texts.
	Comprehensive selection and use of information from a range of sources.

Comprehensive use of text-appropriate language features to make meaning.
	Consistently clear and coherent writing and speaking, using a sophisticated vocabulary.

Appropriate use of language to convey mostly complex meaning in a range of unfamiliar and familiar contexts.
Fluent use of interpersonal language to sustain spoken interaction.

	B
	Well-considered knowledge and informed understanding of ideas in texts.

Detailed knowledge of the relationship between contexts and texts.

Effective and considered knowledge and understanding of the ways in which texts are composed for specific purposes and audiences.
	Effective analysis of the relationship between the purpose, structure, and language features of a range of texts.

Effective location, recording, analysis, and synthesis of ideas, information, and opinions from a range of texts.
	Effective selection and use of information from a range of sources.

Effective and considered use of
text-appropriate language features to make meaning.
	Usually clear and coherent writing and speaking, using a sound vocabulary.

Appropriate use of language to convey both complex and simple meaning in a range of familiar, and some unfamiliar, contexts.

Effective use of interpersonal language to sustain spoken interaction.

	C
	Considered knowledge and understanding of some ideas in texts.

Appropriate knowledge of the relationship between contexts and texts.

Some considered knowledge and understanding of the ways in which texts are composed for specific purposes and audiences.
	Appropriate analysis of the relationship between the purpose, structure, and language features of a range of texts.

Appropriate location and recording, and occasional analysis and synthesis, of ideas, information, and opinions from some texts.
	Appropriate selection and use of information from a limited range of sources.

Some considered use of text-appropriate language features to make meaning.
	Generally clear and coherent writing and speaking, using an appropriate vocabulary.

Appropriate use of language to convey simple meaning in a narrow range of familiar and unfamiliar contexts.

Appropriate use of interpersonal language to sustain spoken interaction.

	D
	Some recognition and understanding of ideas in texts.

Some awareness of the relationship between contexts and texts.

Some recognition and awareness of the ways in which texts are composed for specific purposes and audiences.
	Partial recognition of the relationship between the purpose, structure, and language features of a range of texts.

Some location, recording, and description of ideas, information, and/or opinions from some texts.
	Partial selection and use of information from a narrow range of sources.

Partial use of text-appropriate language features to make meaning.
	Occasionally clear and coherent writing and speaking, using a restricted vocabulary.

Occasionally appropriate use of language to convey simple meaning in familiar contexts.

Basic use of interpersonal language to sustain spoken interaction.

	E
	Limited recognition of ideas in texts. 

Limited awareness of the relationship between contexts and texts.

Limited recognition or awareness of the ways in which texts are composed for specific purposes and audiences.
	Limited recognition of the relationship between the purpose, structure, and language features of a range of texts.

Attempted location and recording, and recount, of simple ideas or information from a text.
	Limited selection and use of information from a narrow range of sources.

Attempted use of text-appropriate language features to make meaning.
	Limited clarity and coherence in writing and speaking, using a limited vocabulary.

Occasionally appropriate use of language to convey literal meaning in highly familiar contexts.

Attempted use of interpersonal language to sustain spoken interaction.


Communication 	


Uses appropriate language to convey complex meaning. Explores the encompassing nature of culture with specific examples.





Knowledge and Understanding


Displays knowledge and a sophisticated understanding of ideas in the texts. Makes the link between the evidence and its origin.





Analysis


Locates, records, and synthesises information from a range of sources in an effective manner. Uses evidence to support their opinion and then elaborates on the idea.





Application


Shows evidence of being able to comprehensively select and use a range of sources. Uses appropriate referencing conventions.





Knowledge and Understanding	


Demonstrates thorough knowledge and understanding of the way expositions are composed. Clearly structures the essay through the use of appropriate connectives e.g. “consequently, additional argument”.


Demonstrates detailed knowledge of the relationship between contexts and texts.  Uses an informal conversation effectively, as evidence to support the argument.











Application 


Uses text- appropriate language features comprehensively, to make meaning e.g. .uses passive voice to convey opinion thereby effecting an informed, authoritative tone.


Employs the appropriate structural elements of an exposition. 


- Restatement of position


- Summary of arguments





Communication	


Consistently uses clear and coherent writing, with sophisticated use of appropriate technical vocabulary.


Conveys complex meaning.





Analysis


Locates information and opinions effectively from a range of texts.


Accesses information from: 


Books


Personal notes


Websites
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