Written Response
Bangarra Dance Theatre

Widely acclaimed within Australia and internationally, Bangarra Dance Theatre presents the spirit of true Australia. They make traditional culture accessible and enjoyable, providing an enriching experience for the audience. Their works are creative and thought-provoking, contributing to a greater understanding and acceptance of Aboriginal values. 
Bangarra is the Wiradjuri word which means 'to make fire', and this is exactly what they do. The company’s movements depict the Indigenous people’s journey, and the many stories that they wish to share with the rest of the world. Carole Johnson established this amazing dance theatre in 1989.  Based in Walsh Bay, New South Wales, the company continues to astound people across the world with their distinctive choreography which combines modern contemporary dance styles and traditional Indigenous movements.
The company has evolved over time and in 1991 Stephen Page was appointed as Artistic Director. The following year the theatre produced their first full length work entitled Praying Mantis Dreaming. By the year 2000, the company had become so reputable, that they were invited to perform at the Sydney Olympic Games with their dance work Awakenings.  In 2005 they embarked on their most renowned tours, Boomerang. In 2008, they toured Rites with the Australian Ballet Company, performing in Paris and London. 

The current director, Stephen Page, a descendant of the Nunukul people from south Queensland, performed in the Sydney Dance Company and covered many milestones for Australian dance with his works; Praying Mantis Dreaming, Ochres and Fish. 

At present there are thirteen dancers in the Bangarra Dance Theatre with a cultural mix from their inheritance and predominantly from an indigenous background. 

Works include stories of dreamtime, the spirit of the land and animals, as well as more contemporary Aboriginal issues.  Productions include:  Boomerang, Clan, Spirit, Bush, Walkabout, The Dreaming, Corroboree, Skin, Fish, and Ochres. 
Bush was said to be "…an extraordinarily muscular production whose focused energy rarely lapses and whose surrealist edge never compromises the integrity of the traditional stories being  depicted".
 The story celebrates the music and rituals of Arnham Land in the Northern Territory. Bangarra’s more political works describe the struggle to maintain their heritage in a land fast changing around them. Walkabout explores the disrupted journey back to the homeland and displays the sorrow and frustration of the Aboriginal people forced into new surroundings by white settlers. It also symbolises the washing out of their culture and identity and the dependence they grew for the rations they were issued. The technique of grounded movement reinforces the downtrodden despair of our traditional land owners who were constantly refused equal status with their new counterparts. The section entitled Blankets exposes how well-meaning settlers infected the indigenous community with small-pox infested blankets. Bangarra’s movement style has a wonderful sense of fluidity despite the angular, grounded feel that comes from the traditional steps. The unique blend of animalistic mimicry with modern dance produces memorable dance passages.

Bangarra Dance Theatre has many operational staff members who support essential theatrical elements of production. These elements often reflect the earth’s colours of inland Australia’s natural desert landscape, and lighting techniques are employed to create atmosphere and assist in telling the story. Costumes are kept simple so they do not detract from the physicality of the choreography.
The company’s vision statement is pivotal to the company. They  are fuelled by the spirit, energy and inspiration derived from the culture, values and traditions of Indigenous Australians. They strive to create theatre that is artistically innovative, technically outstanding and truly exciting to audiences throughout Australia and the world. They wish to show respect and highlight the link between Indigenous cultures of Australia and new forms of contemporary artistic expression.  Thereby maintaining the integrity of tradition while exploring the endless inspiration of dance.  In doing so, they create a theatre of excellence that resonates with people everywhere and speaks with myriad voices. Their commitment to share their culture and traditions with a contemporary world and present the essence of Indigenous beliefs are foremost in their productions.

Without funding, the company would struggle to continue performing in the economic climate of today. Their main funding comes from the Australian Government, and other sponsors including BHP Billiton, Qantas, Boral and the City of Melbourne. 

Bangarra Dance Theatre is one of the finest and most unique dance companies in Australia. This is not only because of their talented dancers, choreographers and support staff, but also because of the essence of their dancing. They capture the Indigenous Australian culture and embellish the work with contemporary movement, but without clouding over the true culture of Aboriginal dance. Although Bangarra’s history is only 20 years, the culture they represent goes back forty thousand which is what is so magical about what they do, and the stories which they portray. Their movement is like art, it portrays stories through interpretation and a certain intimacy with the audience, sharing their past and their future with honesty.
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Performance Standards for Stage 1 Dance

	
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Practical Application
	Presentation and Communication
	Analysis and Reflection

	A
	In-depth knowledge and understanding of dance technique and a broad range of compositional devices used in dance creation and performance.

In-depth knowledge, understanding, and appreciation of the contribution that dance makes to the life of a community or cultural group.
Insightful recognition and understanding of the aesthetic qualities within choreographed dance works.

Perceptive and well-informed understanding of the use of various forms of technology in dance creation and production.
	High-level application of technical skills, specific to a particular genre, demonstrated consistently in the context of safe dance practice.

Highly inventive ideas and improvisation explored through a creative process.

A productive, demonstrated process of planning, selection, and thoughtful refinement in creating and presenting dance compositions.

High level performance skills demonstrated in individual and collaborative situations in the creation of dance performance.
	Use of a wide range of appropriate performance or production skills to communicate expressively to an audience. 

Highly-developed use of language and terminology relevant to the dance context.

Communication, with a high degree of understanding and clarity, in a variety of forms.
	Perceptive analysis of dance works and practice in context.
Insightful reflection on the relationships that interconnect in the process of staging dance.

Insightful and in-depth reflection on dance in context.

	B
	Detailed knowledge and understanding of dance technique and a broad range of compositional devices used in dance creation and performance.

Some depth in knowledge, understanding, and appreciation of the contribution that dance makes to the life of a community or cultural group.

Well-considered recognition and understanding of the aesthetic qualities within choreographed dance works. 

Well-informed understanding of the use of various forms of technology in dance creation and production.
	Capable application of technical skills, specific to a particular genre, demonstrated in the context of safe dance practice. 

Original ideas and improvisation explored through a creative process.

A thorough demonstrated process of planning, selection, and refinement in creating and presenting dance compositions. 

Capable performance skills demonstrated in individual and collaborative situations in the creation of dance performance.
	Use of a range of appropriate performance or production skills to communicate expressively to an audience. 

Skilled use of language and terminology relevant to the dance context.

Communication, with well-informed understanding and clarity, in a variety of forms.
	Well-considered analysis of dance works and practice in context.

Thoughtful reflection on the relationships that interconnect in the process of staging dance.

Clarity and some depth in reflection on dance in context.

	C
	Appropriate knowledge and understanding of dance technique and key compositional devices used in dance creation and performance.

Considered knowledge, understanding, and appreciation of the contribution that dance makes to the life of a community or cultural group.

Considered recognition and understanding of the aesthetic qualities within choreographed dance works.

Informed understanding of the use of various forms of technology in dance creation and production.
	Competent application of technical skills, specific to a particular genre, demonstrated in the context of safe dance practice. 

Ideas and improvisation that show some originality explored through a mostly creative process.

A demonstrated process of planning and selection that shows some refinement in creating and presenting dance compositions.

Competent performance skills demonstrated in individual and collaborative situations in the creation of dance performance.
	Use of appropriate performance or production skills to communicate expressively to an audience. 

Competent use of language and terminology relevant to the dance context.

Mostly clear communication, with informed understanding, in different forms.
	Considered analysis of dance works and practice in context.

Considered reflection on the relationships that interconnect in the process of staging dance.

Clear reflection on dance in context.

	D
	Identification of some dance technique and compositional devices used in dance creation and performance.

Some recognition of the contribution that dance makes to the life of a community or cultural group.

Some recognition of the aesthetic qualities within choreographed dance works. 

Some awareness of the use of various forms of technology in dance creation and production.
	Some application of basic technical skills, specific to a particular genre, demonstrated with some awareness of safe dance practice.

Some basic ideas explored through a process that includes elements of creativity and improvisation.

Some evidence of following a process of planning and selection, with limited refinement in creating and presenting one or more dance compositions.

Basic performance skills demonstrated in either individual or collaborative situations in the creation of dance performance.
	Use of some basic performance or production skills to communicate, with some level of expression, to an audience. 

Some competent use of language and terminology relevant to the dance context.

Some basic communication in one or more forms.
	Some description of dance works and practice in context.

Some basic consideration, on occasions, of the relationships that interconnect in the process of staging dance.

Some consideration of aspects of dance in context.

	E
	Awareness of some basic dance technique and compositional devices used in dance creation and performance.

Emerging recognition of the contribution that dance makes to the life of a community or cultural group.

Emerging awareness of the aesthetic qualities within choreographed dance works.

Emerging awareness of the use of various forms of technology in dance creation and production.
	One or more basic technical skills, specific to a particular genre, demonstrated with limited awareness of safe dance practice.

Attempted exploration of an idea or improvisation.

Limited evidence of planning, selection, and awareness of the need for refinement in attempting to create or present a dance composition. 

One or more observations about a collaborative process with limited performance skills in attempting the creation of dance performance.
	Attempted use of basic performance or production skills, with limited expression, to communicate to an audience. 

Limited use of language and terminology relevant to the dance context.

Limited communication in one or more forms.
	Identification of one or more dance works and practice in context.

Some recognition that relationships interconnect in the process of staging dance.

Emerging awareness of aspects of dance in context.


Analysis and Reflection


Perceptive analysis of dance works in context by exploring themes and symbolism used in the work and how movement communicates the ideas.





Presentation and Communication


Conveys ideas with a high degree of understanding and clarity.





Presentation and Communication


Uses highly relevant, descriptive and sophisticated language and dance terminology appropriate to the context of contemporary dance analysis.





Analysis and Reflection


Insightful reflection on dance in context by assessing the contribution of this dance company and offering reasons for its reputation and continued success.








Knowledge and Understanding


Demonstrates an in-depth knowledge, understanding and appreciation of the contribution that dance makes to the life of a community or cultural group e.g.


Foregrounds the points that will be discussed in the response.








� The Australian newspaper, 2003. 
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