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The Bra Boys are a gang of young blokes who enjoy their surf amongst the beaches of Maroubra on New South Wales who occasionally get made out to be something they are not by the media. Main gang members Sunny and Koby Abberton have made a documentary to tell their side of the story and prove their innocence. Today I will be discussing and reviewing whether or not it is true that the "Bra Boys" are depicted by the media as being maligned.

Within the Bra Boys documentary they are stating themselves not to be a gang, but a brotherhood. What kind of brotherhood walks around the streets late night getting into lights supposedly "protecting" their place in town and the beach? I personally think that the gang have done immature things in the past which media have taken too far to make them look bad but in saying that 1 also believe that they are a great bunch of blokes who deep down just want to enjoy the surf

Media obligations such as a murder within the bra boys got fully blown out of proportion and the media made false accusations to the public. I am supporting the case that the bra boys are not as bad as made out to be.

December 24th 2002

On this night in December an alleged brawl between the notorious surf gang the bra boys and many of the local off duty police. It started out as a normal night with a few of he boys together all having fun, having a few drinks celebrating a fellow bra boy and close friends birthday.

The bra boys party consisting of approximately 200 young men were all having fun enjoying there mates birthday when around one pm that night a massive brawl broke out leaving thirty off duty officers wounded.

It all started out with one of the bra boys going up a level on the building to go and cause some trouble amongst some off duty officers who were holding a Christmas party one floor above. Before everyone knew it, it was a deadest massive brawl out on the street with fists flying in every direction.

As interviewed by one of the bra boys who were in the fight a quote "it was just a god old fashioned aussie fight" I see this to be aiming Australians to be brawlers by nature. I personally do not believe this is mature as how are wounding thirty off duty officers fun or normal? They are the ones who protect us. In supporting my case of the bra boys aren't as bad as made out to be I must say even though his is a pretty low act that the media still did blow it out of proportion by saying that there were stabbings and shots fired involved within the fight.

The bra boys had picked up plenty of petty crimes through there time but nothing serious or to stress about. One incident the landed a leader of the bra boys Koby Abberton in court was an assault to an off duty police officer.

June 3,2008

Koby Abberton faced court with a daunting look on his face preparing for the worst. All though I am supporting the fact that bra boys aren't bad I must still point out of the negatives within the situation as no one is perfect. On the night of March 8th Koby Abberton punched an off duty Honolulu harbour officer outside a nightclub.

If Koby is found guilty he will be facing a maximum of one year in jail and a $2100 fine. Abberton was let off easy and received a three days in jail. Technically he had already served one as he was kept in lockup for five hours on the day of the incident, and was also ordered to pay an $813 fine.

Even though this is a pretty low act done by Abberton he claims that it was a mistake of identity. If he knew he was a copper he would have thought twice before letting his fists do the talking

Then there is the most controversial topic of them all, the murder case. On the night of August 5th 2005 Anthony Hines was repeatedly shot in the head several and his naked body was dumped off a surfing cliff around Maroubra beaches. This is what the media had told he audiences amongst Australians giving the bra boys such a bad name but not actually telling the bra boys side of the story. All in all the murder had to be done by Jai Abberton and Koby had to be an accessory to it for their own safety and safety of close friend and family possibly.

Anthony Hines pulled a gun on jai whilst driving around Maroubra streets. He claimed that he had slept with his wife. Jai told the court he had to take action and he had no choice as he felt his life was in danger and Anthony Hines was threatening to rape Jai's girlfriend.

Once the audiences of Australian news watchers acquired this information views on the bra boys definitely would have changed.

On the day of trial Jai left the courtroom teary eyed holding his crucifix and kissing it repeatedly showing his relief The jury debated for only one and a half hours coming to the decision that he shall walk away a free man. A great decision I believe as who wouldn't take action if a man was waving a gun around threatening to kill you your brother and rape your girlfriend? People like that in those situations can not be trusted.

All in all I would have to say that the bra boys at times can be a bunch of wrekless blokes causing small crimes, but that seems to be their way of fun and they can deal with it in their own way. They arent hurting anybody, they just want people to respect the beaches and treat them with dignity. I personnally believe that the media has betrayed them in the wrong and given them the wrong stereotype. They are all a great bunch guys I believe who take lots of pride within their brotherhood and it seems that their troubles float away when they do the thing they love best, surfing.
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Performance Standards for Stage 2 Media Studies
	
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Research and Analysis
	Producing
	Communication

	A
	Comprehensive and sustained knowledge and understanding of media structures, issues, concepts, and interactions.

Perceptive knowledge and informed understanding of how audiences influence, and are influenced by, forms and content of media texts. 

Insightful and informed understanding of facts, opinions, and bias in media texts or products.
	Thorough and well-informed research into and analysis of different points of view, bias, values, or intent across a range of media texts and in the media investigation.
Comprehensive research into and analysis of the ways in which groups and individuals are represented in media.

Perceptive analysis of interactions with media.
	Comprehensive design and planning of media products for selected audiences. 

Highly proficient use of appropriate production techniques and technologies, and media conventions.
	Comprehensive reproduction of the structural and conventional features of media texts, to clearly and consistently convey meaning.

Fluent expression, using consistently clear and appropriate media terminology.

	B
	Well-considered and mostly sustained knowledge and understanding of media structures, issues, concepts, and interactions.

Well-considered knowledge and informed understanding of how audiences influence, and are influenced by, forms and content of media texts. 

Well-considered and informed understanding of facts, opinions, and bias in media texts or products.
	Well-informed research into and analysis of different points of view, bias, values, or intent across a range of media texts and in the media investigation.
Well-considered research into and informed analysis of the ways in which groups and individuals are represented in media.

Well-considered analysis of interactions with media.
	Thorough design and planning of media products for selected audiences.

Proficient use of appropriate production techniques and technologies, and media conventions.
	Sound reproduction of the structural and conventional features of media texts, to clearly convey meaning.

Mostly fluent expression, using clear and appropriate media terminology.

	C
	Considered knowledge and understanding of media structures, issues, concepts, and interactions.

Considered knowledge and informed understanding of how audiences influence, and are influenced by, forms and content of media texts. 

Considered and informed understanding of facts, opinions, and bias in media texts or products.
	Considered and informed research into and analysis of different points of view, bias, values, or intent across a range of media texts and in the media investigation.
Considered and informed research into and analysis of the ways in which groups and individuals are represented in media.

Considered analysis of interactions with media.
	Considered design and planning of media products for selected audiences.

Competent use of appropriate production techniques and technologies, and media conventions.
	Competent reproduction of the structural and conventional features of media texts, to convey meaning.

Generally fluent expression, using appropriate media terminology.

	D
	Partial knowledge and basic awareness of media structures, issues, concepts, and interactions.

Basic awareness and some understanding of how audiences influence, and are influenced by, forms and content of media texts. 

Recognition and some understanding of facts, opinions, and bias in media texts or products.
	Basic consideration and recognition of different points of view, bias, values, or intent in one or more media texts and in the media investigation.
Identification of some of the ways in which groups or individuals are represented in media.
Description of one or more interactions with media.
	Partial design and some planning of media products for a selected audience.

Basic use of some simple and appropriate production techniques and technologies, and some basic media conventions.
	Some reproduction of the structural and conventional features of one or more media texts, to convey basic meaning.

Occasionally clear expression and use of basic media terminology.

	E
	Limited awareness of media structures, issues, concepts, or interactions.
Limited awareness of how audiences influence, and are influenced by, forms and content of media texts. 

Limited recognition of facts, opinions, or bias in a media text or product.
	Attempted description of a point of view, bias, value, or intent in a media text, and/or the investigation.

Attempted recognition of one way in which a group or individual is represented in media. 

Attempted description of an interaction with media.
	Attempted design or planning of media products.

Attempted use of a production technique or technology, and one or more basic media conventions, which may be appropriate.
	Attempted reproduction of the structural and conventional features of one media text.

Limited expression or use of basic media terminology.


Knowledge and Understanding


Demonstrates considered knowledge and informed understanding of how audiences influence, and are influenced by, forms and content of media texts. The evidence indicates a limited appreciation of the ways different audiences would be influenced. The evidence is presented in the form of a recount. 











Here the student had placed a picture of two of the Bra Boys.  The picture was cropped from a poster advertising the movie Bra Boys.  It depicts, against a beach background Koby Abberton in black t-shirt with folded arms, while in the very foreground, with the picture taken, as it were, across his shoulder was Sunny Abberton, with MY BROTHER visible out of their motto My Brother’s keeper, which was tattooed around his upper chest starting from his shoulder.





The poster can be viewed at http://www.4surfers.nl/productimg%5C14012009341245.JPG





Research and Analysis 


Demonstrates identification of some of the ways in which groups or individuals are represented in media ( e.g. assertion that the representation does not reflect the reality of the Bra Boys). 





Knowledge and Understanding


Demonstrates recognition and some understanding of facts, opinions, and bias in media texts or products (e.g. using the stereotype of Australians as brawlers).





Research and Analysis


Demonstrates a basic consideration and recognition of different points of view, bias, values, or intent in one or more media texts (e.g. the media not “telling the Bra Boys’ side of the story”). 











Additional Comments





Although there are examples of ineffective proof reading, the general meaning is apparent to the reader, providing on-balance evidence of “generally fluent expression, using appropriate media terminology”. (Communication)
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