[image: image1.bmp]All international students experience many challenges when they live in Australia. As they  go out with people from the same nationality who does not speak English but some students need some help by teachers and the same nationality people because students are first time to come Australia also, they do not know anything about Australia so helping is very important for them. Also, international students can make friends from a lot of nationalities for example, Korean, Chinese, Italian, French, German, Greek, Vietnamese, African and Japanese.
If students lived e.g. in Japan maybe they would not make lots of friends except Japanese. Students can have some valuable experience in sports in school in P.E lesson an Australian football and cricket are national sports in Australia. In Japan there are not as many opportunities to do there. All students live with a host family in Australia so students learn how to live the Australian lifestyle.

However there are also definitely some disadvantages. The biggest disadvantage of studying abroad is homesickness. Students miss everything about their country including their family, friends, and own counties lifestyle. Another huge disadvantage is that English is not their first language so study is very hard so they have to study lots of the time. Also, it costs lots of money. Students have to pay Home stay fees and school fees and other expenses. Another disadvantage is that students have to make new friends and of course Australians so no understand that some Japanese people find it really hard to make friends because they are shy. For transport, the number of buses and trains are so few on weekends so if students do not check time table they have to wait an hour. Lifestyle and culture are very different between Australian and Asian countries and it is hard to become accustomed to new surroundings. This is big disadvantage.

I think everybody who goes overseas will experience some advantages and disadvantages. The advantages are really good and the disadvantages the students need to strive to overcome them. This is a good way to grow up.

Students should not forget about their family and should always feel gratitude to them because they pay lot of money.

Words count: 366

Analysis of newsletter

The newsletter is for telling students the advantages and disadvantages of studying overseas. I have 5 paragraphs with an introduction and conclusion. My article is interesting because I use good example such as football and cricket and I mention transport and Home Stay. 
Readers from my class would be interested as they would see a picture of themselves and then choose to read the article. It is important to have a picture image in a newsletter or newspaper because it makes readers interested. 

I use words such as ‘however’ to try to link the paragraphs and show that the ideas have a logical order.

The article is successful because it is not all positive but includes the good and bad parts of studying overseas. The conclusion is just one sentence and makes a strong point about family.
Word count 137


Performance Standards for Stage 2 English as a Second Language

	
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Analysis
	Application
	Communication

	A
	Comprehensive knowledge and sophisticated understanding of the ideas, concepts, and issues in texts.

Comprehensive knowledge and understanding of the relationship between contexts and texts.

Thorough knowledge and understanding of the ways in which texts are composed for specific purposes and audiences.

Comprehensive knowledge and understanding of context-specific or technical vocabulary.
	Comprehensive analysis  of the relationship between the purpose, structure, and language features of a range of texts.

Highly effective location, recording, analysis, and synthesis of ideas, information, and opinions from a range of texts.
	Comprehensive selection and use of information from a range of sources.

Complex meaning that is conveyed and exchanged appropriately in familiar and unfamiliar contexts.

Comprehensive use of text-appropriate language features to make meaning. 

Productive interaction with other people in order to obtain or convey information and opinions.
	Consistently clear and coherent writing and speaking, with a sophisticated vocabulary.

Evidence of sophisticated grammatical control and complexity.

Precise use of formal and objective language.

Fluent use of interpersonal language to sustain spoken interaction.

	B
	Well-considered knowledge and understanding of the ideas, concepts, and issues in texts.

Detailed knowledge and understanding of the relationship between contexts and texts.

Effective and considered knowledge and understanding of the ways in which texts are composed for specific purposes and audiences.

Effective and considered knowledge and understanding of context-specific or technical vocabulary.
	Effective analysis of the relationship between the purpose, structure, and language features of a range of texts.

Effective and considered location, recording, analysis, and synthesis of ideas, information, and opinions from a range of texts.
	Effective and considered selection and use of information from a range of sources.

Systematic meaning that is conveyed and exchanged appropriately in familiar and unfamiliar contexts.

Effective use of text-appropriate language features to make meaning. 

Effective interaction with other people in order to obtain or convey information and opinions.
	Usually clear and coherent writing and speaking, with a sound vocabulary.

Evidence of sound grammatical control and complexity.

Proficient use of formal and objective language.

Effective use of interpersonal language to sustain spoken interaction.

	C
	Considered knowledge and understanding of the ideas, concepts, and issues in texts.

Appropriate knowledge and understanding of the relationship between contexts and texts.
Some considered knowledge and understanding of the ways in which texts are composed for specific purposes and audiences.

Some considered knowledge and understanding of context-specific or technical vocabulary.
	Appropriate analysis of the relationship between the purpose, structure, and language features of a range of texts.
Appropriate location and recording, and some analysis and synthesis of ideas, information, and opinions from a range of texts.
	Appropriate selection and use of information from a range of sources.

Simple meaning that is conveyed and exchanged appropriately in familiar and unfamiliar contexts.

Some considered use of text-appropriate language features to make meaning.

Appropriate interaction with other people in order to obtain or convey information and opinions.
	Generally clear and coherent writing and speaking, with an appropriate vocabulary.
Evidence of appropriate grammatical control and complexity.

Appropriate use of formal and objective language.

Appropriate use of interpersonal language to sustain spoken interaction.

	D
	Some recognition and understanding of the ideas, concepts, and issues in texts.

Some recognition and understanding of the relationship between contexts and texts.

Some recognition and awareness of the ways in which texts are composed for specific purposes and audiences.

Some recognition and understanding of context-specific or technical vocabulary.
	Partial recognition of the relationship between the purpose, structure, and language features of a range of texts.

Some location, recording, and description of ideas, information, and/or opinions from a text.
	Partial selection and use of information from a narrow range of sources.

Partial meaning that is conveyed and exchanged in a narrow range of familiar and unfamiliar contexts.

Partial use of text-appropriate language features to make meaning.
Some interaction with other people in order to obtain or convey simple information and opinions.
	Occasionally clear and coherent writing and speaking, with a restricted vocabulary.

Evidence of partial grammatical control and complexity.

Restricted use of formal and objective language.

Basic use of interpersonal language to sustain spoken interaction.

	E
	Limited recognition or awareness of the ideas, concepts, and issues in texts.

Limited awareness of the relationship between contexts and texts.

Limited recognition or awareness of the ways in which texts are composed for specific purposes and audiences.

Limited recognition or awareness of context-specific or technical vocabulary.
	Limited recognition of the relationship between the purpose, structure, and language features of a range of texts.

Attempted location and recording and recount of simple ideas, information, or opinions from a text.
	Limited selection and use of information from a narrow range of sources.

Limited meaning that is conveyed and exchanged in a narrow range of familiar contexts.

Attempted use of text-appropriate language features to make meaning.

Attempted interaction with other people in order to obtain or convey simple information and opinions.
	Limited clarity and coherence in writing and speaking, with a limited vocabulary.

Evidence of limited grammatical control or complexity.

Attempted use of formal and objective language.

Attempted use of interpersonal language to sustain spoken interaction.


Communication


Demonstrates evidence of partial grammatical control (issues with subject/verb agreement, run-on sentence structure).





Figure 1— International students from Korea, Vietnam Malaysia, India and China are all friends in Stage2 ESL





Communication


Demonstrates generally clear and coherent writing with an appropriate vocabulary in this paragraph that outlines the disadvantages of studying abroad in a logical, understandable manner.





Application


Demonstrates partial use of text appropriate language features such as logical paragraphing but a headline is omitted and the conclusion is spread over two paragraphs rather than one. 





Knowledge and Understanding 


Demonstrates considered recognition and understanding of the relationship between contexts and texts in identifying how the other members of the class could be attracted to the article by the photo although the wider audience for a newsletter is not considered.





Analysis


Demonstrates appropriate analysis of the relationship between the purpose (e.g. to tell), the structure (of a newsletter article) and the language features (e.g. use of ‘however’ to link ideas).





Additional comments:





Throughout the article there is evidence of considered knowledge and understanding of context-specific vocabulary as the student appropriately uses terms like opportunities, lifestyle, first language, homesickness and accustomed. 
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