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Minutes

	Meeting:
	AEU – SACE Board Collaborative Working Group
	Date:
	 25 March 2013

	Location:
	Thornton’s Boardroom, SACE Board of South Australia
	Time:
	2.00 – 4.00pm


	 No.
	Item

	1
	Welcome and apologies  
Attendees: Nancy Schupelius (Chair), David Smith, Kate Cooper, Jo Davis, Susan Lohmeyer, Andrew Green   
Apologies: Paul Kilvert, Jan Raymond, Jackie Bone-George    
The Chair extended thanks and appreciation for his contribution to the group to Mike Williss. The Chair welcomed Jo Davis as Mike’s replacement on the group. 

	2
	Confirmation of agenda

The agenda was confirmed with no change. 

	3
	 Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The Minutes of the previous meeting held 29 October 2012 were accepted with no change.            

	4
	 AEU Consultation / Liaison Items (other AEU items covered elsewhere in the Minutes)
4.1  Enrolment update – subject trends
· Andrew Green spoke to this item. Subject enrolment data is currently being finalised by the SACE Board’s Information Analysis and Reporting team. A SACE Data Information report will be available on the SACE Board website. 

· The data shows increased enrolments which mirrors overall higher SACE completion rates.

· From 2013 two reports will be produced – one in August/September which anticipates final enrolment data; and another in March following the clerical check period which provides confirmed enrolments.  

· Members of the group asked about SACE completers v potential completers and whether the data reports capture and reflect the students who withdraw from the SACE (including Aboriginal students and other groups). The SACE Board does not formally collect such data. 
ACTION: The 2012 subject enrolment data report will be emailed to AEU members of the group when it is finalised. Note: Stage 2 Subject Participation Data (2008-2011) is available at www.sace.sa.edu.au/about/key-information/data-reports 

	5
	SACE Board Consultation / Liaison Items

5.1 2012 Results release 

A series of media releases related to the 2012 SACE results were tabled. The 2012 results were the best to date across all indicators: completion; students using the SACE to gain an ATAR; Aboriginal completion; number of Merits awarded. 

5.2 Research Project – directions for 2013 (paper attached)
Kate Cooper, Manager, Learning and Assessment Design, spoke to this item. The following points were noted:

· Consultation on the proposed changes to the Research Project commenced on 25 March 2013. The tabled paper provided members with an overview of the consultation page on the SACE website and the key changes being proposed. The website provides links to draft subject outlines for Research Project A, Research Project B and a new Stage 1 subject, Research Practices. 
· Teachers have been engaged by the SACE Board to assist with shaping and developing the revised subject outlines. 

· The new Stage 1 subject, Research Practices, is designed to complement the Stage 2 Research Project while building students’ skills in and understanding of research techniques and information gathering, applicable across a range of SACE subjects. 

· The AEU advised the SACE Board that a formal letter will be written to the Chief Executive from the AEU Executive expressing concern at the lack of direct consultation with the AEU regarding the proposed changes to the Research project. 

· The Chair indicated that the proposed changes to the Research Project were set out in the SACE Board’s response to the SACE First Year Evaluation Report, SACE Directions and Actions. 

· An AEU member indicated the view that there is potential for the new Stage 1 Research Practices subject to be delivered to identified students in Semester 1, followed by the Stage 2 Research Project. While such students would benefit from the Stage 1 subject, the Research Project still represents a significant challenge to many students. 
· The SACE Board also clarified that it would investigate the use of the modified PLP by Special Schools to assist students transitioning from school, rather than the Research Project. 

ACTION: Kate Cooper to provide an update on the outcomes of the consultation for the next meeting. 
5.3 2013 SACE Board Annual Priorities (paper attached)

The Chair spoke to this item. The following points were noted:

· The priorities reflect the directions taken by the SACE Board in its response to the SACE First Year Evaluation Report and are derived from the SACE Board Strategic Plan 2012 – 2016. A copy of the Plan was provided to members of the group. It was noted that many of these priorities are already being implemented / addressed.

5.4 Freedom of Information – progress report
Susan Lohmeyer spoke to this item. The following points were noted:

· The Freedom of Information (Exempt Agency) Variation Regulations were made by the Governor in Executive Council in December 2012. No motion to disallow the Regulations was made. The changes to the SACE Board’s exemption under FOI will come into effect from 1 April 2013. 

· Dealing with the FOI applications will be a significant administrative task.  

· The AEU noted that it had received a letter from the SACE Board seeking permission to release the joint submission made by the AEU/IEU to the SACE First Year Evaluation. The AEU was happy for its submission to be released and expressed continued reservation about the removal of the SACE Board’s FOI exemption.  

5.5 Senior Secondary Australian Curriculum
Kate Cooper spoke to this item. The following points were noted:
· A “two-tier” system will not eventuate. There will be SACE subjects with Australian curriculum content, and SACE subjects without Australian curriculum content - they will all be accredited SACE subjects. 

· The timeline for implementing the Australian curriculum is contingent on resources to do the necessary work.  Implementation is likely to be staggered, i.e. following initial preparatory work, the first phase will focus on one or two each of maths, English and science subjects and the second phase will focus on the remaining maths, English, and science subjects plus history subjects. 

· The SACE Board will consult with key stakeholders on the integration of Australian curriculum content in SACE subjects. The SACE Board is committed to the SACE performance standards and will investigate the integration of the Australian curriculum achievement standards into the SACE performance standards. 
· The AEU identified multi-level classes as a potential issue in respect of the Australian curriculum. Other issues yet to be resolved include the positioning of Year 7 within the Australian curriculum framework – secondary level or not? Year 10 articulation with the senior secondary Australian Curriculum is also an issue. 

	6
	Any Other Business

· The AEU expressed appreciation for its inclusion in the group of organisations able to choose artworks from the SACE Art Show for display in their offices. 

	7
	Meeting Closed

The meeting closed at 4.00pm

	8
	Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held on 13 May, 2.00 – 4.00pm 

	9
	Date of Distribution

 8 April 2013
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