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Slide 2 — Why Study Religion?

Why should we study religion? Put simply, the concept of religion affects us all, even the
most unsuspecting and nonreligious of us; as depicted with the image above. Selby's
humorous representation of a religious door knocking highlights just how important an
understanding of religion is. Regardless of one’s religious affiliation, or lack of, a greater
understanding of religion and its various teachings results in a greater comprehension of the
people around us, and how they approach life. Furthermore, knowledge of religion, and its
various implications, directly results in becoming well rounded people in an ever diverse
society and age. For example, Australia can be seen as a secular society, whereby an
understanding of religion is not imperative to living within society on a day to day basis. In
direct contrast, countries such as Iraq view religion, namely Islam, as an integral aspect of
society. Therefore, it would be difficult to integrate well within a foreign country such as
Iraq without both understanding and respecting the prevalent religious culture present.
Along with the concept of religion, spirituality is another important idea to understand.

Slide 3 — Why Study Spirituality?

To comprehend why an understanding of spirituality is important, we must first eliminate a
well documented misconception, which can be found in the image above. It is this image of
stillness, of somewhat being at peace with one’s surroundings that people incorrectly
associate the concept of spirituality to. The reasoning states that if you do not have this, you
do not have spirituality in your life. However in reality, one does not have to go through
such lengths as meditation or even having a religious affiliation to be a spiritual person, or to
have spirituality. We all have spirituality, regardless of whether we have such things or not.
Indeed, it is through our actions that our spirituality comes to the fore. Spirituality is
undoubtedly a human trait, and how we use the human spirit and the energy that it entails
determines our spirituality, as evident within Hanh’s quote above. When considering both
religion and spirituality, the concepts of sacred and profane are also regarded.

Slide 4 — Sacred & Profane

Something that is deemed to be sacred can be defined as “the sense people have of a world
beyond the ordinary, everyday world.” Although the image of Mona Lisa, shown on the right
of screen, is considered to be Profane, being not affiliated to religion, many people consider
the infamous depiction of the regular woman in the portrait to be something beyond the
ordinary. In this sense, the Mona Lisa can be considered something that is sacred through
one’s interpretation. In direct contrast, the image on the left, depicting the Last Supper,
directly relates to the religious depiction of Jesus Christ. However, many people may
consider the image as a work of art alone, thereby entailing the portrait as something that is
Profane. It is through these examples that we can establish that something that is Profane
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differs from the Sacred in the sense that it is ordinary in comparison. Therefore, both Sacred
and Profane aspects of society can be interchangeable. It all depends on one’s viewpoint
and how they use this information to shape their way of life. Indeed, such aspects of the
sacred can be seen to be “more sacred” than others. For example, the image on the left
would be more sacred than the image on the right as it depicts a well renowned event in
Jesus Christ’s life, whereas the Mona Lisa is Profane in comparison. Sacred and Profane are
similar to the concepts of secularism and religious culture, with some unique differences.

Slide 5 — Secular Culture

The image within this slide distinguishes society as separated between church, or religion,
and the state. Thus, society is seen to be “secular” as it does not endorse any religion. Some
countries, such as Monaco or Vatican City are seen to be a religious state, as they officially
endorse a specific religion or tradition, in this case Roman Catholicism. The quote below
depicts the view of a somewhat radical and flawed interpretation of secularity. O’Reilly fails
to understand the general concept of secularism, yet has no qualms in offering scathing
criticism to those of that view. Just because a secular individual does not believe in the
divine or in religion, does not necessarily stipulate that one acts in the manner depicted
above. Indeed, such actions would disturb most individuals, regardless of one’s religious
affiliation, or lack of. This radical interpretation of secularism further enhances the point
that such concepts are important to be understood, so that such harmful and derogatory
comments can be avoided within society. Juxtaposed with secular culture within society is
religious culture.

Slide 6 — Religious Culture

As shown in the image above, it is clear that both secular and religious culture, although
unique in comparison can still co-exist in a peaceful manner. This unmistakeable depiction
of the Christmas tree, a tradition directly associated with the celebration of the religious
festival of Christmas, placed in a public centre near the United States Congress building
suggests that the religious culture is a fundamental aspect of society, regardless of one’s
personal religious beliefs, or lack of. This religious culture is an integral part of society,
offering solace and guidance to those in need. The quote above accurately depicts this
sentiment, whereby through such religious acts as prayer or worship those who do so are
changed in a positive way as a result. This leads us to a final consideration: how are such
unique cultures linked?

siide 7 — How are these cultures linked?

indeed, much like Sacred and Profane, both religious and secular culture are in fact
connected. Although secular culture bears no visible reference to religion, many aspects of
religion can be found within the secular society. For example, many morals, ethics and laws
today reflect the values and views of various religions around the world. Furthermore, as
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be interpreted to refer to a religious viewpoint, or vice versa as evident within the Mona
Lisa/Last Supper comparison. In the example above, the secular state of France has clearly
been linked to the religious culture present within its society. In this case, the banning of
face-covering objects, including the infamous Burga, has caused much controversy both
within France and around the world. For a country based on such concepts as liberty and
freedom dating back to the French Revolution in the late 18th century, the religious and
secular culture are linked over this infamous and heated debate.

Slide 8 - Bibliography
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Performance Standards for Stage 2 Religion Studies – Sources Analysis

	
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Investigation and Application
	Analysis and Evaluation
	Reflection

	A
	Insightful explanation of different religious beliefs, perspectives, and experiences, within and across traditions.

Clear and in-depth knowledge and perceptive understanding of religious and spiritual ideas, concepts, and issues in selected sources.
	Sustained and logical development and application of appropriate investigation methods, including highly productive use of inquiry skills.

Insightful and appropriate application of knowledge and understanding of religions and spiritualties in local and global contexts.

In-depth investigation and detailed explanation of a range of religious and spiritual phenomena.

Well-informed, clear, and well-structured communication, and well-reasoned presentation of conclusions.
	Perceptive and critical analysis of religious and spiritual ideas, concepts, and issues in selected sources.

In-depth and well-informed analysis of the various ways in which religion and spirituality in Australia have an impact on, and are influenced by, sociocultural, historical, and/or political events and attitudes.

Insightful and critical evaluation of definitions of religion and spirituality.
	Insightful and critical reflection on the personal significance of religions and spiritualities in traditional and contemporary societies.

Well-informed and perceptive consideration and explanation of the social significance of religions and spiritualities in traditional and contemporary societies.

Well-informed and perceptive exploration of the relevance of religions and spiritualities in contemporary Australia.

	B
	Well-considered explanation of different religious beliefs, perspectives, and experiences, within and across traditions.

Mostly clear and detailed knowledge and well-informed understanding of religious and spiritual ideas, concepts, and issues in selected sources.
	Clear development and application of appropriate investigation methods, including productive use of inquiry skills.

Well-considered and appropriate application of knowledge and understanding of religions and spiritualties in local and global contexts.

Some depth of investigation and accurate explanation of a range of religious and spiritual phenomena.

Mostly well-informed, clear and structured communication and reasoned presentation of conclusions. 
	Clear and critical analysis of religious and spiritual ideas, concepts, and issues in selected sources.

Detailed and well-informed analysis of the various ways in which religion and spirituality in Australia have an impact on, and are influenced by, sociocultural, historical, and/or political events and attitudes.

Considered and critical evaluation of definitions of religion and spirituality.
	Thoughtful and critical reflection on the personal significance of religions and spiritualities in traditional and contemporary societies.

Well-informed consideration and explanation of the social significance of religions and spiritualities in traditional and contemporary societies.

Well-informed exploration of the relevance of religions and spiritualities in contemporary Australia.

	C
	Some considered explanation of different religious beliefs, perspectives, and experiences, within and across traditions.

Generally relevant knowledge and informed understanding of religious and spiritual ideas, concepts, and issues in selected sources.
	Competent development and application of appropriate investigation methods, including generally productive use of inquiry skills.

Appropriate application of knowledge and understanding of religions and spiritualties in local and global contexts.

Competent investigation and explanation of a range of religious and spiritual phenomena. Explanation may include some inaccuracies.

Generally informed, clear, and structured communication, with some reasoned conclusions. 
	Generally clear analysis of religious and spiritual ideas, concepts, and issues in selected sources.

Informed analysis of some of the ways in which religion and spirituality in Australia have an impact on, and are influenced by, sociocultural, historical, and/or political events and attitudes.

Some critical evaluation of definitions of religion and spirituality, tending towards description.
	Considered reflection on the personal significance of religions and spiritualities in traditional and contemporary societies.

Generally informed consideration and explanation of the social significance of religions and spiritualities in traditional and contemporary societies.

Informed exploration of the relevance of religions or spiritualities in contemporary Australia.

	D
	Description of aspects of more than one religious belief, perspective, or experience, within or across traditions.

Identification and some consideration of one or more religious and/or spiritual ideas, concepts, or issues in a selected source or sources.
	Application of aspects of an investigation method, including inconsistent use of some inquiry skills.

Application of some basic knowledge of religions or spiritualties in local and global contexts.

Partial investigation and explanation of aspects of religious and spiritual phenomena, with limited detail and some inaccuracies.

Disjointed and partly informed communication, with inclusion of some summary comments.
	Description and some attempted analysis or consideration of aspects of religious or spiritual ideas, concepts and issues, with partial reference to sources.

Description and some attempted analysis or consideration of one or more ways in which religion and spirituality in Australia have an impact on, and are influenced by, events or attitudes.

Some recognition and description of definitions of religion or spirituality.
	Some reflection on the personal significance of religions or spiritualities in traditional and contemporary societies.

Some basic consideration and description of the social significance of a religion or spirituality in a traditional and contemporary society.

Partial exploration of the relevance of religions or spiritualities in contemporary Australia.

	E
	Identification of one or more beliefs, perspectives, or experiences, in a religious tradition.

Limited consideration of any religious or spiritual ideas, concepts, or issues in a selected source.
	Attempted application of aspects of an investigation method, including identification of one or more sources of information.

Attempted application of some emerging awareness of religions or spiritualties.

Communication of some awareness of a religious phenomenon.

Attempted communication of limited information.
	Attempted description of a religious or spiritual idea, concept, or issue, with limited reference to any sources of information.

Description of limited aspects of religion or spirituality in Australia.

Listing of some definitions of religion or spirituality.
	Recognition of the personal significance of an aspect of religion or spirituality in traditional or contemporary societies.

Limited consideration of the social significance of religions or spiritualities in traditional or contemporary societies.

Attempted exploration of an aspect of the relevance of religion or spirituality in contemporary Australia.
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Knowledge and Understanding


KU1		Explanation of different religious beliefs, perspectives, and experiences within and across traditions.


KU2		Knowledge and understanding of religious and spiritual ideas, concepts, and issues in selected sources.


	Examples of insightful explanation of different religious beliefs and perspectives and experiences in comments for slide 2 where understanding is shown of the differences between a secular society and one based on a religious tradition. In addition, comments on the paintings of Leonardo da Vinci in slide 4 are further evidence of insightful explanation. 


	There is also an example of insightful understanding of culture/religion being linked i.e. how a Christmas tree can be important even if not an accepted part of a religious tradition. 


	These comments also indicate a clear and in-depth knowledge and perceptive understanding of religious and spiritual ideas.





Analysis and Evaluation


AE1	Analysis of religious and spiritual ideas, concepts, and issues in selected sources.


AE3	Critical evaluation of definitions of religion and spirituality.


	There are numerous examples of perceptive and critical evaluation of definitions of religion and spirituality across the commentaries – the commentary for slide 2 evaluates the importance of religion and spirituality to a well-rounded life.


There is also insightful evaluation of spirituality/religion in notes for slide 3. 


Across the commentaries there are numerous examples of perceptive and critical analysis of religious/spiritual ideas/concepts/issues in selected sources; in particular in slide 4 notes and slide 5 notes. 
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