RELIGION STUDIES INTERVIEW REPORT 
I interviewed Vicki, a 28 year old Aboriginal woman because I want to know more about the Aboriginal religion. I don’t even know if they call their beliefs a religion.

Vicki told me that the centre of everything for her people is the Dreaming. She would call the Dreaming a total way of life and more like spirituality than a religion that has special buildings called churches, prayer services and beliefs on a personal God.  
The Dreaming covers the Aboriginal way of life. The Dreaming includes morals, ethics, respect for the beliefs of kinship, totems, laws, stories and the central place of the land. 

Dreaming stories, are handed down from one generation to the next, and are the way Aboriginal spirituality is communicated.  Each group of Aboriginal people has its own stories and has a responsibility to keep telling their particular stories. It is unlawful for people from another Aboriginal group to take those stories. In the beginning of time there were many creator beings and each one created its own Dreaming tracks across a special part of the Australian landscape.  
In the Ngarrindjeri story of ‘Thukeri’  there are two fishermen who catch far too many fish, much more than they need. They do not want to share this fish with a stranger. But this stranger turned out to be Ngurunderi, who is an Ancestral Being. He punishes the Ngarrindjeri for the fishermen’s selfishness. He made all their fish bony and they couldn’t eat it. 

The story teaches Aboriginal people how a particular type of fish became bony. But it also teaches them ethics and morals, like sharing and not being greedy.

Another Dreaming story, from Adnyamathanha people in the Flinders Ranges, called “The Magpie, the Crow and the Eagle” demonstrates kinship laws, because the magpie and the crow were being cheeky to the eagle, their uncle.  The uncle made a fire that damaged the colours of the other two’s feathers. So by telling this story, Aboriginal elders were able to teach young Aborigines about respect for their seniors and about punishment that would happen if they were disrespectful. 

Aboriginal people believe in shared rights and obligations which comes from their Dreaming or spirituality. This affects Aboriginal people’s ideas about ownership and sharing certain possessions in the community. Everyone has an obligation to everyone else. Vicki explained that in traditional times or in parts of Australia where Aboriginal people live in the traditional way Aboriginal people take what they need from the land, but they have to give something back to the land as well. This as called reciprocal obligation. They give back belief and respect, and look after the land for future generations.  
Aboriginal spirituality has ways of protecting the land and ensuring that its resources will be there for a very long time. This is Aboriginal ecology. Reciprocal obligations mean that Aboriginal people hold the land in great respect. They say that the land is a part of them. This is why they refer to the land as their mother, because it provides them with everything they require.  I was surprised to find out that land doesn’t have money value for Aboriginal people like it does for white Australians. The land is looked upon as something that feeds and nurtures people just like a mother does. 


Of course white people did not understand the power of such stories and thought they were more like fables and mostly condemned them. They did not realise the great value these stories had for Aboriginal people. This seems silly to me when so many white people believe in Bible stories.

I felt sad when Vicki told me that not all Aboriginal people would be able to speak about their spirituality as they had their knowledge of their Ancestors, their land, stories and culture taken from them when Australia was taken over by white Europeans.  

Vicki says she is lucky that she can go back to the North of South Australia near Marree where her ancestors come from to talk to her aunties and get back in touch with her own culture and spirituality. Vicki said that her stories are always related to the physical features land, so she really likes to go back and see these familiar features and they nourish her own spirit.

Vicki said that her people were taught by Lutheran missionaries in a mission near Marree and that her grandmother and her family were not allowed to keep their own stories and practices alive but were converted to Christianity and taught Christian prayers that meant nothing to them. They were not allowed to stay out in the bush but had to come in to the town or mission to go to school and church and they had to wear white persons’ clothes and sleep inside which was totally uncomfortable for them. 
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Performance Standards for Stage 1 Religion Studies
	
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Investigation and Application
	Communication
	Analysis and Personal Reflection

	A
	Insightful knowledge and understanding of diverse religious beliefs and experiences.

Perceptive recognition of different religious perspectives on an event or practice.

Insightful and well-informed understanding of the social significance of religion and spirituality.
	Comprehensive application and development of appropriate investigation skills and methods (e.g. interviewing, survey construction, and observation).

Clear and detailed exploration and perceptive explanation of the connections between religion and personal and ethical decision-making.
	Logical and clear communication of understanding of religion and spirituality.

Fluent, appropriate, and accurate expression in a variety of forms for a specific audience and purpose.
	Perceptive and well-informed analysis of a contemporary ethical or social justice issue in a religious context.

Insightful reflection on the ways in which religious experience, beliefs, and values contribute to a sense of personal meaning.

	B
	Well-considered knowledge and understanding of diverse religious beliefs and experiences.

Clear recognition of different religious perspectives on an event or practice.

Clear and well-informed understanding of the social significance of religion and spirituality.
	Clear application and development of appropriate investigation skills and methods (e.g. interviewing, survey construction and observation).

Clear and detailed exploration and explanation of the connections between religion and personal and ethical decision-making.
	Clear communication of understanding of religion and spirituality.

Mostly fluent, appropriate, and accurate expression in a variety of forms for a specific audience and purpose.
	Well-informed analysis of a contemporary ethical or social justice issue in a religious context.

Thoughtful reflection on the ways in which religious experience, beliefs, and values contribute to a sense of personal meaning.

	C
	Generally considered knowledge and understanding of diverse religious beliefs and experiences.

Recognition of at least two different religious perspectives on an event or practice.

Informed understanding of the social significance of religion and spirituality.
	Competent application and development of appropriate investigation skills and methods (e.g. interviewing, survey construction, and observation).

Competent exploration and explanation of some connections between religion and personal and ethical decision-making.
	Generally clear communication of understanding of religion and spirituality.

Generally clear and appropriate expression in different forms for a specific audience and purpose.
	Informed analysis of a contemporary ethical or social justice issue in a religious context.

Some considered reflection on the ways in which religious experience, beliefs, and values contribute to a sense of personal meaning.

	D
	Basic awareness of some religious beliefs or experiences.

Emerging recognition of one or more religious perspectives on an event or practice.

Basic awareness of the social significance of religion and spirituality.
	Application of basic investigation skills, and an appropriate method (e.g. interviewing and observation).

Description based on some exploration of one or more connections between religion and personal and ethical decision-making. Description tends towards identifying the connections.
	Partial communication of some awareness of religion and spirituality.

Some basic expression for a specific audience and purpose.
	Description of, and some reflection on, a contemporary ethical or social justice issue in a religious context.

Identification and description of some of the ways in which religious experience, beliefs, and values contribute to a sense of personal meaning. There may be some description of values and beliefs.

	E
	Emerging awareness of one or more religious beliefs or experiences.

Limited awareness of one or more religious perspectives on an event or practice.

Emerging awareness of the social significance of religion and spirituality.
	Identification of one or more sources of information, and attempted application of an appropriate investigation method.

Attempted identification of one or more connections between religion and personal and ethical decision-making.
	Attempted communication of emerging awareness of religion or spirituality.

Attempted expression for a specific audience or purpose.
	Description of one or more aspects of a contemporary ethical or social justice issue with limited connection to a religious context.

Brief description of one or more ways in which religious experience, beliefs, or values relate to personal meaning.


Knowledge and Understanding


Knowledge and understanding of general Aboriginal religious beliefs which shows insight.





Knowledge and Understanding


Knowledge and understanding shows insight of two diverse Aboriginal religious beliefs and experiences.


Understanding of the social significance of Aboriginal religion and spirituality is insightful and well-informed.





Knowledge and Understanding


Understanding which shows perception of different religious perspectives on an event or practices, i.e. sharing, reciprocal obligation and caring for the land.








Investigation and Application


Clear, perceptive and detailed exploration and explanation of the connections between religion and personal and ethical decision-making, i.e. ecology reference at left and lack of ethics in some missionary and colonial behaviour.





Analysis and Personal Reflection


Informed and considered reflection on the ways in which Aboriginal religious experience, beliefs and values contribute to a sense of personal meaning.








Additional comments





Investigation and Application


Insightful and comprehensive application and development of appropriate investigation skills and methods (e.g. appropriate choice of expert to interview).





Communication


Overall, logical and fluent communication of well-structured understanding of religion and spirituality.


Fluent, appropriate, and accurate expression in a variety of forms for a specific audience and purpose, i.e. oral interview, note-taking leading to this written report.





Analysis and Personal Reflection


Insightful and well-informed reflection (in paragraphs 2, 3, 4, 8, 11, 12 , 13) on the ways in which religious experiences, beliefs and values contribute to a sense of personal meaning. 








Page 3 of 3

Stage 1 Religion Studies annotated student response for use from 2011


1REL10-AT1-wsann01-A-v2.1 (revised December 2010)


© SACE Board of South Australia 2010

