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Minutes

	Meeting:
	AEU – SACE Board Collaborative Working Group
	Date:
	 12 May 2014

	Location:
	Conference room, SACE Board of South Australia
	Time:
	2.30 – 4.30pm 


	 No.
	Item

	1
	Welcome and apologies  
Attendees: 
Neil McGoran, Chief Executive, SACE Board of South Australia [chair]
David Smith, President, Australian Education Union (SA Branch)
Jan Raymond, Executive Manager, School Assessment Services, SACE Board of SA  
Hassan Mekawy, Manager, Professional Learning and Networks, SACE Board of SA

Andrew Green, Manager, Communications, SACE Board of SA

Susan Lohmeyer, Executive Coordinator, SACE Board of SA [executive officer]  

Apologies: Daniel Pereira, AEU Organiser

	2
	Confirmation of agenda 
The agenda was confirmed with no change.  

	3
	Confirmation of minutes of meeting held 24 March 2014

The minutes of the meeting held 24 March 2014 were confirmed with no change.

	4
	Discussion items
4.1 Online Results Sheets (ORS) project 
· The Chair provided an overview of the Online Results Sheets Project, the SACE Board’s initiative to transfer the submission of student results to an electronic environment. The number of users of Schools Online will increase to close to 5,000 as teachers will now have capacity to upload student results to Schools Online. The key imperative of the project is to enhance the efficiency and accuracy of managing and recording student results, and reduce workload for teachers.
· A trial of the new arrangements was conducted during March, with approx. 250 teachers participating. The trial also allowed the Principal’s Delegate, a new role created as a result of the changed arrangements, to become familiar with their new responsibilities. 

· From 12 May 2014 Principal’s Delegates will have access to the system so that they can commence preparations for uploading results for the mid-year Research Project in June 2014. 

· All Year 12 results will be submitted online by the end of 2014.

· The SACE schedule for submission of results, which was provided to schools at the start of January, was prepared on the basis of submission of paper forms, however the 2015 schedule will reflect the impact of the new arrangements for online submission of students’ results in terms of gains in time for teachers to prepare and submit results. 
4.2 Institute of Educational Assessors
· The Chair provided an overview of the Institute of Educational Assessors (IEA), an initiative which was proposed as part of the SACE Review undertaken in 2005. This proposal was not taken up as part of the initial SACE Review but was re-visited following the SACE First Year Evaluation where the need for strengthened capacity in assessment was a key recommendation.

· The Manager, Professional Learning and Networks, who has responsibility for implementing the proposed Institute, provided an overview of progress to date.   
· In 2014 a steering committee was formed and provides oversight of the development of the IEA. It is representative of the key stakeholders including school sectors, universities and industry. The steering committee has produced a business model and is currently considering a range of issues, including governance for the IEA, its relationship to the SACE Board, funding sources for the IEA post-2016 when initial funding ceases, and the best means of providing a training product that meets the needs of schools and teachers. 
· Extensive market research has been undertaken to assess what training products in assessment currently are available, and to assess views of stakeholders on the development of the proposed Institute. Feedback has strongly endorsed the need for professional development in assessment. There is consensus that the time is right for an Institute of Educational Assessors, however, it was acknowledged that there is an ongoing need to encourage schools to engage with and support the Institute’s work. It is strongly felt that this can be achieved by emphasising the connection between assessment, pedagogy and improved student outcomes, and by encouraging schools to take a coordinated approach to the professional development of teachers, that is, a commitment to a whole-school approach to training and professional development in assessment.  
· While schools do not need to be convinced of the importance of assessment, there will be a need to emphasise the value of investing in assessment training. The Institute will operate as a not-for-profit but self-sustaining entity, and, as such, will need to charge for its assessment training services and products. The key will be to make the outcome – credentialing and certifying teachers’ capacity in assessment – attractive and high quality. 
· The IEA’s focus is to maximise flexibility for schools and teachers, and to be as cost-effective as possible. The universities have endorsed this approach and have indicated that they will grant recognition towards degree and post-degree courses for completion of the IEA’s Certified Assessor Trainer course. 
· The training will be aimed at three levels of teachers: graduate, proficient and accomplished. All training modules will be referenced against the National Professional Standards for Teachers, and will apply across all year levels of schooling, not just senior secondary. 
4.3 Research Project Student Expo
· A Research Project Student Expo will be held on 13-14 August 2014. The Expo is an initiative that arose out of the SACE First Year Evaluation in which a key recommendation was to promote excellence in the Research Project. The Chair emphasised the ongoing need to reiterate the fundamental importance of the Research Project in developing students’ abilities as independent learners and thinkers. 
· Booths and interactive displays will provide visitors with information about and examples of students’ Research Projects, designed to inspire and inform current and future students. Schools have been asked to identify past examples of “best practice” in the Research Project and encourage these students to attend and present their work at the Expo. 
· The universities and other bodies, e.g. the State Library, will also be present and will provide participants with information on how to undertake research, etc. The universities have been very positive about the Expo and the encouragement it will provide to students to use the Research Project to develop and enhance their skills of analysis and evaluation.

· Four thousand students (approx.) will attend in class groups over the two days; the Expo will be open to the general public from 4 – 6pm each day. 
· Exemplars and other information and guidelines presented at the Expo will be presented concurrently on the SACE website for those who can’t attend. Short films will be produced on the day and will be uploaded to the SACE website as interactive exemplars. 
4.4 Senior Secondary Australian Curriculum
·  The Chair provided an overview of progress to date, including a revised timeline for implementation. At present, all schools are implementing the Australian Curriculum in English, Maths, Science and History at F – 9. By the end of 2015 the F-10 Australian curriculum will be implemented.

·   The SACE Board has advised the Minister that implementation of Mathematics and English subjects in 2016 is a priority, in order to ensure continuity with Year 10 Mathematics and English subject/s.  
·   Fifteen senior secondary Australian Curriculum subjects will be implemented by 2017 however many of these are “subsets” of the key subject areas: English (four subjects); Maths (four subjects); Sciences (four subjects); History (two subjects) and Geography (one subject).

·   SACE Board-accredited subjects will be retained where there is no equivalent Australian curriculum subject, for example, there is no equivalent Australian Curriculum subject to Mathematical Methods. 

· Key work in 2014-15 includes integrating Australian curriculum content into SACE subjects, and providing professional development to teachers to ensure familiarity with content and assessment standards.  


	5
	Next Meeting

21 August, 1.00 – 2.30pm, SACE Board of SA

	8
	Date of Distribution

13 May 2014 
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