Advice on designing a Research Project question.
1. Is the proposed research question researchable?

(Where will the information be found? Are there opportunities for other types of research processes to be used outside of just collecting secondary information?)
2. Is the proposed research question manageable in the time frame allowed for a 10 credit subject?
(Is the topic too broad? Can it be refined e.g. to refer to a specific time or place?)

3. Is the topic safe and appropriate? (Ethical considerations)

4. The best topics give students a chance to learn something new and extend their knowledge rather than just researching something they already know.
5. Open-ended questions provide scope for more extensive research.
A closed question such as ‘Is obesity going to cost Australia?’ invites a yes/no response and limits the research. An open question such as ‘What are the social costs of the increase of obesity to Australia?’ allows a student to investigate financial, employment, educational, social activity, and medical costs, and therefore a variety of research methodologies could be embedded within this project.
6. Some useful question stems might include:
· How useful…………?
· How valuable………?
· How accurate……….?
· How important………?
· How reliable……….?
· To what extent……..?
· Why……?
7. Avoid:
· question starters like ‘What’ if they will lead to descriptive and narrative answers e.g. What is a sand storm?
· questions that are self-evident for example, ‘How to become a ____’ or ‘What are the different types of ____ ?’
· questions that are too broad which lead to brief coverage of many areas

· questions that are confirmations of students’ prior knowledge and/or existing perceptions.
Sample question
How accurately does the Baz Luhrmann film, The Great Gatsby, represent the clothing fashions of the 1920s?
How accurately does the Baz Luhrmann film, The Great Gatsby, (invites an argument that can be researched and does not promote description) represent the clothing fashions (clear purpose, refined and narrow enough to be manageable) of the 1920s? (specific focus – parameters of place and/or time defined).
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