
Stage 2 Modern History
Teaching and Learning Strategies

Assessment Type 2: Essay

The following is an example of advice given to students by a teacher within a school to assist the students in Assessment Type 2: Essay. Teachers and students may find it useful as a guide but it should not be interpreted as the officially endorsed method of undertaking this assessment activity. Teachers should make the subject outline the first and only authority on the nature of an assessment activity and how it will be assessed.

Part 1

Formulating a hypothesis/designing a focusing question(s)

Specified requirements

Essay hypotheses/questions must:

· be relevant to the period of the history subject studied (i.e. post C. 1500),

· address an aspect of history which is clearly identified 

· have a specific focus (parameters of place and time)

· define the purpose of the essay

· invite a reasoned historical argument.

Students are required to do this for themselves, but teachers are encouraged to teach students how to construct a question that meets the requirements of the marking guidelines. 

Using questions from Stage 2 Modern History Examinations is an effective way of demonstrating questions which:

· identify an aspect of history with a specific focus

· define the purpose of the essay

· invite a reasoned historical argument.

Choosing a valid historical issue

Do encourage students to choose a topic that is a valid ‘historical’ issue which offers development of research skills and which invites two sides of an argument.

The emphasis must be upon history and not upon art, literature and music.

Avoid questions like “To what extent was Monet a French artist?” or “To what extent was Richard III a hunchback?” 
Question Stems

DO encourage the use of question stems which invite a reasoned historical argument, for example:

· How far…………… ..?

· How useful…………?

· How valuable………?

· How accurate……….?

· How important………?

· How far reaching…….?

· How widespread…….?

· How representative…..?

· How reliable……….?

· To what extent……..?

Propositions

If students wish to use propositions, ask them to state the proposition first and then develop a suitable question.

Proposition: “General, but limited statement addressing an historical issue”

Questions stems:

· Do you agree? Argue your case in relation to………..

· To what extent do you agree with this proposition in relation to……………..?

· Assess the validity of…………in relation to………………..

· Evaluate the accuracy of this proposition in relation to………

· Critically evaluate this proposition in relation to….………………..?

For example, ‘Tyranny was the foundation of Stalin’s regime in the Soviet Union 1929-1953.’ To what extent do you agree with this statement?

Alternatively, the proposition may be contained within one sentence. 

‘Evaluate the proposition that economic conditions caused turmoil in Russia between 1917 and 1921.’

OR

‘Debate the proposition that popular agitation was responsible for improvements in living standards in Great Britain during the period 1800 – 1850.’

Avoid

· question starters like ‘How’ and ‘What’ because these will lead to descriptive and narrative answers. 

· using ‘Why’ as a question starter because this will invite a list of reasons, rather than analysis and evaluation. 

· using ‘In what ways….?’ as a question starter because although this may invite analysis, it does not invite evaluation.

Sample question 

How useful is the film, All Quiet on the Western Front, in understanding the attitudes of soldiers to the Great War on the Western Front during the period 1916-1918?

How useful is the film, All Quiet on the Western Front, (invites a reasoned historical argument)
in understanding the attitudes of soldiers to the Great War (an aspect of history, clear purpose)

on the Western Front during the period 1916-1918? (specific focus – parameters of place and time defined.)

To what extent did Constable's paintings reflect the changes occurring in Britain during the Industrial Revolution 1780-1830?

Essay Proposal Form

Teachers may like to adapt the material below to create an Essay proposal form to use with their students.

Modern History: Individual History Essay Proposal.

Name: 

1. Brainstorm topics which you would like to investigate in your Essay.

2. Write about three essay questions which you would like to attempt. (Each one should invite an argument.)

3.  Indicate the three references and/or sources you intend to use.

Signed: TEACHER
STUDENT
DATE

Part 2. 

Construction of a reasoned historical argument, which includes the use of up to five sources as evidence.

Ability to apply historical concepts and skills of historical inquiry.

The Argument.

Do encourage questions which invite the possibility of a reasonably balanced argument.

Avoid questions like “ To what extent was Auschwitz built as a Death Camp?” or “To what extent did Germany win World War Two?” 

The purpose of the essay.

As a general rule, it is wise to have only one purpose in the essay.

Purpose = understanding, analysing and evaluating, for example:

· the role of women

· the nature of the war/revolution/peace

· the limitations placed upon women

· the role/influence of individuals

· the role/influence of groups

· the impact of war/revolution/peace upon individuals and their communities

· reactions/responses to…..

· attitudes to…..

· the causes  and outcomes of…..

· the nature of the persecution…….

· the nature of oppression………….

· the nature of propaganda……………

· the changing nature of……………

· the varied nature of…………….

· the experiences of………………..

· the reasons for…………………….

· the nature of conflict and the success of its resolution.

(Please note: this list is not intended to be exhaustive).

The use of up to five sources.

The sources may be primary, secondary or a combination of primary and secondary. Each source should be clearly cited in the essay. The sources should be cited in a consistent manner and be contained in a bibliography at the end of the essay. 

Each of the sources should be relevant to the topic and used to support a reasoned historical argument. 

Historical concepts.

Some concepts which may be addressed in the Individual History Essay are:

· Causation

· Causes and Resolutions of Conflicts

· Change and Continuity

· Empathy

· Influence of Individuals and Groups

· Myth and Reality

· Persecutors and the Persecuted

· Power and its Distribution

· Rules, Rulers and the Ruled

· Social Relationships.
Page 2 of 4
Stage 2 Modern History Subject Advice and Strategies for use in 2011


An Approach Essay (revised September 2012)


© SACE Board of South Australia 2010


