YOUTH CULTURE: What has changed over time and why?
Introduction 
A comparison of the culture of the 1960s and today’s generation, using different perspectives and sources of information.  
Procedure
The class watched the film entitled Quadrophenia and we all had to interview at least one person who was a youth in the 1960s to 1990s, and also to go to websites about the Mods and Rockers. To get someone from the sixties I had to interview my dad’s boss, Brian and my grandmother, Grace.
Critical analysis of sources and perspectives
The movie Quadrophenia was pretty rough with lots of strong language and swearing and violence, especially by the Mods and Rockers, two gangs of that time. Definitely the seventies seemed to be very violent, more than our society today. 

Brian and my nan did not agree that their youth was violent and both of them said they would not of sworn or used rough language. So there’s some contradictions.   They did agree that some teenagers were quite rude to their parents, which was the same as the film. So this is something that has probably stayed the same.  They also said smoking was the same as in the film with most people smoking back then.  Today a lot of young people smoke too, but there is a lot of pressure not to smoke and this is because society now knows that it’s bad for you. 

There are some gangs today but not as bad as what was in the film. Gangs can come from peer pressure because young people want to belong to a group. Peer pressure is the same for all young people even in my interviewee’s era of the sixties, because they said that there was pop music such as the Beatles and lots of teens followed this trend due to peer pressure. Some teens back then even took drugs which is the same as today. This agrees with the film that also showed drugs were used in the 1960s.  
Fashion was also something shown in the film and both my interviewees talked about different fashions back when they were young. My dad’s boss, Brian wore skinny jeans with a striped blazer. My gran wore A-line mini dresses with net stockings and white knee high boots. Later on in the sixties she wore knitted ponchos and long swirly skirts. I think this is all much the same as today, except that in today’s society people can wear what they like and there are lots of different styles. Some people like retro which is going back to the fifties or sixties. Maybe this is because people nowadays have more money to spend.   Money or lack of money is something that can cause big social change.  The people in the 1970’s film wore green parkas and rode motorbikes.  Hardly anyone these days rides motorbikes. This change might be because people are more careful about road safety and more road rules have come in. 
In the film boy-girl relationships seemed to happen on bikes because the Mods rode around with their girlfriends on the back of their bikes. Big groups stopped and would have sex.  None of my interviewees met their girlfriends or boyfriends in this way.  Brian had once ridden on a Harley of a friend but with no girlfriend. My Gran’s boyfriend had a pushbike that lots of young men rode back then. He rode to her place then they went for a walk to the movies.   This was different to the movie but kind of the same as today. There’s no one way to pick up a girl and pushbikes are coming back into fashion. 

In the film we saw the teens stayed out most of the night, which is more like today with teens clubbing all night long.   Maybe this is due to rebellion of the young against the old.  None of my interviewees rebelled all that much.  This is a contradiction with the film, but in any social time today or in the 1960s I don’t think everyone would be the same. One thing that is the same today as back then is that in the film one of the Mods was kicked out of his mum and dad’s house and I think that there are lots of homeless young people in today’s society as well.  This could be due to violence like in the film where the parents were always shouting and hitting. 

Evaluation and conclusion

In evaluating my sources, I think that Brian and my Gran, Grace can be trusted to tell the truth about how the sixties were for them. They had less bias than the film that could be seen to give just a picture of violence and rebellion as if all young people were like that in the 1960s. The film was not Australian but Brian and Grace grew up in Australia and this could explain the difference in what they said and what the film said about the 1960s. I think that some filmmakers like to make a film that will shock the audience and exaggerate facts to do this.  I believe that the information I got from Wikipedia and my interviewees was more realistic about society than the film and the conclusions from what they said are true. 
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Performance Standards for Stage 2 Society and Culture

	
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Investigation and Analysis
	Collaboration
	Evaluation and Communication

	A
	In-depth knowledge and perceptive understanding of a range of aspects of and issues related to contemporary societies and cultures, in local and global contexts.

In-depth knowledge and understanding of the nature and causes of social change.

Perceptive understanding of a variety of ways in which societies and cultures are connected and interdependent.
	Focused investigation and insightful analysis of a range of aspects and issues related to contemporary societies and cultures, in local and global contexts.

Focused investigation and well-informed and critical analysis of ways in which power structures operate in societies.
	Productive and inclusive planning and evaluation of collaborative social action related to an inquiry in a chosen topic.

Insightful and well-informed collaborative social action.

Constructive and well-focused individual contribution to group activities.
	Insightful and focused evaluation and use of evidence from a range of sources and perspectives, with appropriate acknowledgment of sources.

Incisive and coherent communication of informed ideas about societies and social and cultural issues.

	B
	Some depth in knowledge and well-informed understanding of a range of aspects of and issues related to contemporary societies and cultures, in local and global contexts.

Some depth in knowledge and understanding of the nature and causes of social change.

Well-considered understanding of a variety of ways in which societies and cultures are connected and interdependent.
	Well-organised investigation and well-considered analysis of a range of aspects and issues related to contemporary societies and cultures, in local and global contexts.

Well-organised investigation and informed and critical analysis of ways in which power structures operate in societies.
	Productive planning and evaluation of collaborative social action related to an inquiry in a chosen topic.

Well-organised and informed collaborative social action.

Considered and active individual contribution to group activities.
	Well-considered and informed evaluation and use of evidence from a range of sources and perspectives, with appropriate acknowledgment of sources.

Thoughtful and clear communication of informed ideas about societies and social and cultural issues.

	C
	Some detailed knowledge and informed understanding of different aspects of and issues related to contemporary societies and cultures, in local and global contexts.

Some detailed knowledge and understanding of the nature and causes of social change.
Considered understanding of some of the ways in which societies and cultures are connected and interdependent.
	Generally organised investigation and considered analysis of different aspects of and issues related to contemporary societies and cultures, in local and global contexts.
Generally organised investigation and informed analysis of one or more ways in which power structures operate in societies.
	Competent planning and evaluation of collaborative social action related to an inquiry in a chosen topic.

Generally organised and informed collaborative social action. 

Appropriate individual contribution to group activities.
	Evaluation and use of evidence from a range of sources and perspectives, with mostly appropriate acknowledgment of sources.

Competent communication of informed ideas about societies and social and/or cultural issues.

	D
	Identification and awareness of some aspects of and/or issues related to contemporary societies and cultures, in local and/or global contexts.

Some recognition and awareness of the causes of social change.

Identification and awareness of some of the ways in which societies and cultures are connected.
	Partial investigation and description of some aspects of and/or issues related to contemporary societies or cultures, in local and global contexts.

Basic investigation and description of one of the ways in which power structures operate in societies.
	Superficial contribution to planning and evaluation of collaborative social action related to an inquiry in a chosen topic. 

Attempted engagement in collaborative social action. 

Superficial individual contribution to group activities.
	Superficial and limited use of evidence from easily accessible sources, with limited perspectives, and inconsistent acknowledgment of sources.
Communication of basic ideas about one or more social and/or cultural issues.

	E
	Some awareness of one or more aspects of or issues related to a contemporary society or culture, in a local or global context.

Limited awareness of any causes of social change.

Emerging awareness of one or more ways in which societies and cultures are connected.
	Attempted investigation and brief description of an aspect of a contemporary society or culture, in a local or global context.

Emerging awareness of one of the ways in which power structures operate in societies.
	Attempted contribution to planning and evaluation of collaborative social action related to an inquiry in a chosen topic.

Limited engagement in collaborative social action.

Limited individual contribution to group activities.
	Attempted use of evidence from one or more easily accessible sources, with limited acknowledgment of sources.

Attempted communication about one or more social and/or cultural issues.


Knowledge and Understanding


Some detailed knowledge and informed understanding of the nature and causes of social change.





Knowledge and Understanding


Some detailed knowledge and informed understanding of the nature and causes of social change.








Evaluation and Communication


Limited use of evidence from easily accessible sources, with limited perspectives.





Additional comments





A review of the student’s work provides evidence of:





a generally organised investigation, with evidence showing some analysis and description. (Investigation and Critical Analysis)


Competent communication of informed ideas about societies and social and/or cultural issues. (Evaluation and Communication) 
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