Stage 2 French Continuers
Subject Advice and Strategies
Assessment Type 2: In-depth Study

Getting started
Detailed information and requirements for the In-depth Study are in the SACE Board Subject Outline.

There are two possible approaches to the In-depth Study. 

Umbrella topic: The whole class considers the same broad topic and then individual students specialise in a particular aspect of that topic, e.g. The French-speaking communities – Historical Influences on modern-day life.  Subtopic: World War 2. Individual aspects could include Resistance, heroes/ heroines of the war, traitors, racial issues, the Occupation and Collaboration, the fall of France.

Individually selected topics: Each student in the class chooses a topic of personal interest. Some points to consider in the selection of topics in this situation are:

· personal experiences

· interests and hobbies

· other subjects being studied where there may be overlap or common ground e.g. History, Art, Drama, Music, Photography

· availability of resources

· current events of significance

· anniversaries e.g. Simenon, Tintin

· an aspect of France or French culture as yet unexplored in their studies of French
· connections with Australia eg Nancy Wake, Villers-Bretonneux, Baudin.
For both approaches it is important to narrow down the focus as soon as possible to avoid unnecessary research. Some ways of doing this are to 

· begin to consider the requirements of the three responses and the associated assessment design criteria 

· discuss plans and possible approaches 

· refer to the sample planning and progress pro formas on the following pages.

Students and teachers are reminded that students will analyse a range of different texts related to the topic.  At least three of the texts should be in French.  In addition to the three In-depth Study tasks, students are expected to discuss their research topic in the Discussion section of the Oral Examination.

Teachers and students may find the following examples helpful in planning and researching the various aspects of the In-depth Study. They provide an easy mechanism for students to check that each assessment task for their study differs in context, purpose and audience.

	IN-DEPTH STUDY SUMMARY PAGE

	Student’s Name:



	Topic:



	Oral Presentation in French:
Question:



	Context 


	Purpose
	Audience

	Written Response in French:

Question:



	Context 


	Purpose
	Audience

	Reflective Response in English:
Question:



	Context 


	Purpose
	Audience

	Source texts:

Resource 1 (French)

Resource 2 (French)

Resource 3 (French)

Resource 4

Resource 5



	5 main discussion points:

·  


Assessment Type 2: In-depth Study

Name: 


Theme/ Topic: 

Chosen Aspect of Topic:   

	Reflective Response in English (600 words or 5-7 minutes)
Task:

	Context (situation)


	Audience
	Purpose
	Text Type

	Written Response in French (500 words)
Task:

	Context (situation)
	Audience


	Purpose
	Text Type

	Oral Presentation in French (3-5 minutes)
Task:

	Context (situation)
	Audience


	Purpose
	Text Type


Context (this may be real, simulated or imaginary and include aspects such as where, when, who is involved)

eg: a person writing a contribution to a magazine, an exchange student in France or Australia, during a particular moment in history, in a particular location.

Audience:  fellow revolutionaries, classmates, a character in a film, your teacher, television or radio audience, an assembled group.

Purpose (a reason for undertaking the task)
eg: To inform, to discuss, to compare and contrast, to describe, to persuade, to sustain an argument, to amuse, to entertain, to exchange information, to maintain and sustain communication, to classify, to record personal reflections or experiences, to give different points of view, to examine issues from more than one point of view, to make recommendations based on evidence, to seek a response, to analyse, to assess, to guide or teach, to request information, to express an opinion, to convey information, to retell events, to retell what happened, to recall a series of events, to organise facts, to draw conclusions, to respond to a stimulus.

Text types for Stage 2 French Continuers:

Please refer to the current Stage 2 French Continuers Subject Outline.

In-depth Study Progress Report: Teachers and students may find the following chart helpful in keeping a record of the progress of the In-depth Study.

	DATE
	WORK DONE SO FAR
	RESOURCES USED
	NEXT STEPS

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Teachers and students are advised to use the Supervision and Verification of Student’s Work form to record and authenticate each student’s work.  See under Forms on the subject page on the website.
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