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Issue:  How has the raising of Dinka culture changed since their migration to Western countries?
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This investigation is assessed using the following specific features:

	Knowledge and Understanding
	
	Analysis and Reflection
	Ideas and Expression

	KU1*
	
	AR2
	IE2

	KU2*
	
	AR3
	IE3

	KU3*
	
	
	



*Teachers must include at least one of KU1, KU2, or KU3. Please tick as appropriate.


How has the raising of children in the Dinka culture changed since their migration to Western countries?The topic allows for establishing knowledge and understanding in different contexts
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Knowledge and understanding of culture 





[image: ]Use of primary sources


[image: ]Well considered knowledge and understanding of culture in different contexts.  (KU1)

No evidence of knowledge and understanding of language in different contexts (KU1)
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[image: ]A range of complex linguistic structures and features are used with a high degree of accuracy to convey meaning (IE1)
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[image: ]A range of complex linguistic structures and features are used with a high degree of accuracy to convey meaning (IE1)

Simple ideas are expressed and opinions are supported with reference to different sources and perspectives (IE2)










[image: ]To what extent has the Australia culture influenced the upbringing of Dinka children”
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Some reflection on how language and cultural background relate to an individual’s sense of personal identity in the Australian context (AR2)
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[image: ]Evidence of secondary sources used 










Additional Comments
Overall Grade: B
There is breadth and some depth in the treatment of the topic with a clear and effective presentation and discussion on the findings. Some complex ideas are expressed and supported. The report is structured in a coherent way as most conventions of the text type have been observed. There is evidence of well- considered knowledge and understanding of the culture in different contexts.  There was no evidence of how the people move between languages and cultures and how the language is sustained in an Australian context.




Performance Standards for Stage 2 Language and Culture

	
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Analysis and Reflection
	Ideas and Expression

	A
	Language and Culture in Different Contexts
Insightful knowledge and understanding of language and culture in different contexts.
Language as a System
Clear and thorough knowledge and understanding of the target language as a system.
Language Origins, Development, and/or Change
Clear and well-informed understanding of, for example:
the origins/heritage of the target language, the historical development of the target language, and the dynamic nature of the target language
the relationship with, and influences of, other regional languages, local dialect(s), and regional variation
global influences on the target language, word-borrowing, and the use of global English in familiar contexts.
	Analysis
The functions of particular linguistic and cultural features in the text identified and explained with clarity and insight.
Detailed explanation of how some stylistic features are used for effect/impact in the text (e.g. register, tone, textual features/organisation).
Perceptive analysis of communication across cultural boundaries and the meaning of words/phrases in particular contexts, including explanation of some subtleties of translation.
Reflection
In-depth analysis of and reflection on how cultures, values, beliefs, practices, and ideas are represented or expressed in texts.
Insightful reflection on own values, beliefs, ideas, and practices in relation to those represented in texts.
Critical reflection on how language and cultural background relate to an individual’s sense of personal identity in the Australian context.
Interpretation
Concepts and perspectives represented in texts identified and explained with clarity and insight.
Interpretations of meaning supported by detailed and appropriate use of evidence from texts.
	Accuracy, Appropriateness, Range, and Clarity of Expression
A range of complex linguistic structures and features used with a high degree of accuracy to convey meaning and create desired impact.
Very effective, fluent, and precise communication. 
Language selected and register are consistently appropriate to the particular cultural and social context.
Standard target language pronunciation used. Some accent/dialect may be evident, but this does not impede meaning. Intonation and stress used effectively to enhance meaning.
Depth of Treatment
Depth and breadth in the treatment of the topic/research.
Detailed, clear, and very effective presentation and discussion of insights, findings, and conclusions based on research.
Complex ideas elaborated in detail, and opinions supported by evidence from a range of sources and perspectives.
Coherence in Structure and Sequence
Information and ideas organised logically and coherently, using a range of cohesive devices.
Conventions of the text type are observed.

	B
	Language and Culture in Different Contexts
Well-considered knowledge and understanding of language and culture in different contexts.
Language as a System
Clear knowledge and understanding of the target language as a system.
Language Origins, Development, and/or Change
Mostly clear and informed understanding of, for example:
the origins/heritage of the target language, the historical development of the target language, and the dynamic nature of the target language
the relationship with and influences of other regional languages, local dialect(s), and regional variation
global influences on the target language, word-borrowing, and the use of global English in familiar contexts.
	Analysis
The functions of particular linguistic and cultural features in the text identified and explained with some clarity.
Description of how some stylistic features are used for effect/impact in the text (e.g. register, tone, and textual features/organisation).
Well-considered analysis of communication across cultural boundaries and the meaning of words/phrases in particular contexts, including explanation of one or more subtleties of translation.
Reflection
Well-informed analysis of and reflection on how cultures, values, beliefs, practices, and ideas are represented or expressed in texts.
Well-considered reflection on own values, beliefs, ideas, and practices in relation to those represented in texts.
Some critical reflection on how language and cultural background relate to an individual’s sense of personal identity in the Australian context.
Interpretation
Key concepts and perspectives represented in texts identified and explained with some clarity.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Interpretations of meaning supported by some appropriate examples from the text.
	Accuracy, Appropriateness, Range, and Clarity of Expression
A range of linguistic structures and features used mostly accurately to convey meaning.
Effective and mostly clear communication.
Language selected and register mostly appropriate to the particular cultural and social context.
Generally accurate pronunciation. Some accent/dialect may be evident, but this does not generally impede meaning.
Depth of Treatment
Breadth and some depth in the treatment of the topic/research.
Clear and effective presentation and discussion of insights, findings, and conclusions.
Some complex ideas expressed, and opinions/points of view supported, with reference to a range of sources and perspectives. 
Coherence in Structure and Sequence
Mostly coherent organisation of information and ideas, using some cohesive devices.
Most conventions of the text type observed.

	C
	Language and Culture in Different Contexts
Considered knowledge and understanding of language and culture in different contexts.
Language as a System
Competent knowledge and understanding of the target language as a system.
Language Origins, Development, and/or Change
Generally informed understanding of, for example:
the origins/heritage of the target language, the historical development of the target language, and the dynamic nature of the target language
the relationship with and influences of other regional languages, local dialect(s), and regional variation
global influences on the target language, word-borrowing, and the use of global English in familiar contexts.
	Analysis
Particular linguistic and cultural features in texts identified and described.
Some stylistic features (e.g. idiom) recognised and described.
Considered analysis of communication across cultural boundaries and the meaning of words/phrases in particular contexts, including recognition of one or more subtleties of translation.
Reflection
Informed analysis of, and some reflection on, cultures, values, beliefs, practices, and ideas represented or expressed in texts.
Some reflection on own values, beliefs, ideas, and practices in relation to those represented or expressed in texts.
Some reflection on how language and cultural background relate to an individual’s sense of personal identity in the Australian context.
Interpretation
Main points and ideas in texts and supporting details identified, with some explanation.
Interpretations of meaning supported with isolated examples from the text.
	Accuracy, Appropriateness, Range, and Clarity of Expression
A range of linguistic structures and features used with variable accuracy to convey meaning, often with reliance on rehearsed patterns.
Generally competent communication.
Language selected and register show awareness of and are generally appropriate to the particular cultural and social context.
Pronunciation is understandable. Accent/dialect may influence pronunciation, but does not interfere with meaning. 
Depth of Treatment
Some variety in the treatment of the topic/research.
Competent presentation and discussion of insights, findings, and conclusions.
Simple ideas expressed, and opinions/points of view supported, with reference to different sources and perspectives.
Coherence in Structure and Sequence
Generally coherent organisation of information and ideas, often relying on one or two cohesive devices.
Responses generally conform to familiar conventions of the text type.

	D
	Language and Culture in Different Contexts
Basic knowledge and some understanding of language and culture in different contexts.
Language as a System
Basic knowledge and some understanding of the target language as a system.
Language Origins, Development, and/or Change
Some awareness of, for example:
the origins/heritage of the target language, the historical development of the target language, or the dynamic nature of the target language
the relationship with and influences of other regional languages, local dialect(s), or regional variation
global influences on the target language, word-borrowing, or the use of global English in familiar contexts.
	Analysis
One or more basic linguistic and/or cultural features identified.
One or more stylistic features are identified.
Awareness and some description of communication across cultural boundaries, and of the meaning of words/phrases in particular contexts.
Reflection
Some aspects of cultural practices represented or expressed in texts identified.
Elements of learning experiences recounted to demonstrate partial understanding of the relationship between own values, beliefs, ideas, and practices and those represented or expressed in texts.
Some description of how language and cultural background relate to an individual’s sense of personal identity in the Australian context.
Interpretation
Some main points in texts identified, with some personal observations.
Specific information in texts transcribed rather than interpreted, often with minimal justification and elaboration.
	Accuracy, Appropriateness, Range, and Clarity of Expression
Some basic meaning conveyed with frequent errors and reliance on formulaic expressions.
Some communication, using basic vocabulary and sentence structures.
Language and register occasionally appropriate to context.
Pronunciation may impede meaning.
Depth of Treatment
Some basic treatment of information or ideas.
Presentation of some basic findings.
Superficial and often repetitive ideas expressed, with reference to one or more sources.
Coherence in Structure and Sequence
Responses tend to be loosely connected sentences on a given topic.
Inconsistent use of limited conventions of the text type.

	E
	Language and Culture in Different Contexts
Identification of one or more examples of language and culture in different contexts.
Language as a System
Identification of a limited range of examples of the target language as a system.
Language Origins, Development, and/or Change
Emerging awareness of, for example:
the origins/heritage of the target language, the historical development of the target language, or the dynamic nature of the target language
the relationship with and influences of other regional languages, local dialect(s), or regional variation
global influences on the target language, word-borrowing, or the use of global English in familiar contexts.
	Analysis
Attempted identification of one or more formulaic linguistic or cultural features.
One or more stylistic features are identified.
Emerging awareness of communication across cultural boundaries.
Reflection
Attempted identification of one or more familiar aspects of cultural practices represented or expressed in a text.
One or more elements of language learning experiences recounted.
Attempted description of how language and cultural background relate to an individual’s sense of personal identity in the Australian context.
Interpretation
Isolated items of information identified.
Literal translations of words/phrases provided.
	Accuracy, Appropriateness, Range, and Clarity of Expression
Single words and set formulaic expressions used to convey basic information, with frequent errors that impede meaning.
Attempted communication, using a limited range of basic vocabulary and sentence structures.
Limited appropriateness of register to context.
Pronunciation impedes meaning. 
Depth of Treatment
Attempted treatment of simple information.
Attempted description of information from one source.
Coherence in Structure and Sequence
Responses are disjointed.
Attempted use of one or more conventions of the text type.
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There are significant differences between children raised in western societies compared to those
raised in the village. Dinka children born in western societies are raised by their parents, because of
migration the majority of these families clans live in the village, therefore the children raised in
western societies don’t get to know both of the sides of their families. The proverb “It takes a village
to raise a child” does not apply to the children raised in western societies to the same extent as
those raised in the village, as the community is not as strong as it is in the villages. In western
countries such as Canada,the Dinka community is a minority therefore a child is only raised by
his/her parents instead of the “village”. Through this research there are major differences between

children raised in the village and western societies.
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“What roles do the different genders play in the Dinka culture and

how have they changed since migration?”
The roles of Dinka children differ from each other greatly. A Dinka child is made to be aware of

his/her roles at a very young age. The socialization Dinka children differs according to gender. Both
genders are expected to identify more with the fathers than with the mothers, although it is realized
that girls are generally closer to their mothers and vice versa (encyclopedia , 2015) Due to migration

the different gender roles have changed greatly (Deng, 1972).
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Females in the village are trained to do particular tasks at certain ages. A Dinka girl at the age o’f Six
or elder js given the role of looking after her younger sibling’s whilst both parents go on with their
duties. At the age of eight a Dinka girl begins to engage in some of the duties her mum does such as
fetching water and fire wood. At the age of ten she’s close around her mother so that she begins to
learn how to cook, by her preteen she’s expected to have mastered these t5sks. Mastering these
tasks at a young makes it easier for her when she gets married it also gives the family a good name
as she would be seen to have been raised by responsible parents (Wal, 2004 ). Figure 1 &2 are
visuals of the tasks Dinka females in the villaee (pan jieng) are expected to do. A Dinka girl is

expected to be respectful and responsible.

s
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Males in the village are also trained to meet the duties of their fathers. Dinka boys are concerned
with livestock and serving the adults. At the age ofs)boys are expected to herd calves, sheep and
goat this is a full time occupation for boys (Deng, 1972). At the age of ten they're moved onto
herding full grown cows, this commences after initiation (Gat e nhom). Luring the rainy seasons, the
herds that are not taken to the cattle-camp are put into the cattle byres at night. Boys get up early
to release them for “breakfast gazing”. Since cattle byers (luaak) may become very messy at night,
cleaning is formidable task (Deng, 1972). In the rainy seasons boys may assist their parents in the
field with planting crops. Figure 3 is a picture of the Cattle byers in the Dinka village of South Sudan
Boys are trained to be valiant, tough and able to endure hardship so that they can pfotect

themselves, the family and the society when they become adults (Wal, 2004 )
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7 Figure 4 Dinka boy herding cattle (thinglink,
Figure 3 Cattle byers (Luaak) (Gettyimages, * 2013)
2015)
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The roles that gender play since the migration to western societies are very different from the roles
in the village. In countries such as Australia both girls and boys attend school as it is compulsory. ’
Task such as fetching water, herding cows and others do not exist as most of the Dinka population in
western countries live in the city and not the country side. Girls and Boys complete all levels of
education successfully in western societies. A survey respondent states “ The roles in gender have
changed to a great extent due to the migration to western societies and having to adapt to a
different culture where the roles in genders differ from our own back home” (Kon, 2015) . The
attitudes and personalities of Dinka children in western societies are no different to those in the
village. Girls are expected to be responsible and respectful and vice versa with boys (Wal, 2004 ). It is
evident through the research conducted what roles the genders pay in the Dinka culture play as well

as how they’ve involved since migration to western societies.
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The Australian culture has influenced the upbringing of Dinka children to a great extent. The
Australian cutture has influenced the upbringing of Dinka children in both negative and positive

ways.

The Australian culture has influenced the upbringing of Dinka children in many positive ways... —~
Parents are more aware of the rights a child may have because of the laws enforcec}\ép‘children's
rights. The rights given to children in Australia, is positive as parents are raising their children with
more freedom. Girls and boys are treated equally. The equality in both genders in Australia has
positively influenced Dinka parents to treating both genders equally. Australia’s take on education
and its importance is seen as a child starts school at the age of five (kidsspot, 2015). This is a positive
influence as parents are beginning to bring their children up around free, endless education,
teaching kids how important education is, further benefiting the coming generations. This motivates
parents to assist those in South Sudan in putting children into school. A survey respondent believes
that this will greatly benefit the Dinka community in the future as most children will be educated no
matter if they're in South Sudan or Australia (Kuol, 2015). Although the Australian culture has

positively influenced the upbringing Dinka children it has also negatively influenced it.+
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As there are many positive influences of the Australian culture on the upbringing of Dinka children
this has also resulted in some negative influences. The rearing of children has immensely changed
due to the influence of the Australian culture. A great deal of freedom is given to the Australian
children and has now transitioned into the Dinka culture. Sarah deng, an interview respondent has
stated “There should be an amount of freedom given to Dinka children, parents are over doing it
resulting in kids commiltirycrimes',’dropping out of school and ending up behind bars because of
the freedom they're given ~ (Deng, 2015). Furthermore it is believed that syme parents are adapting
to the Australian culture a little bit too much forgetting the Dinka culture, the outcome of this is how
children are brought up. Some parents have adapted to the culture so much that teenage girls are
allowed to have boyfriends. This is not a part of the culture, as young gm/?are not allowed to have
boyfriends, it is one that has been adapted from the Australian culturé” Through the research  /
gathered it is evident that the Ayélralian culture has had both negative and positive effects on the

upbringing of Dinka culture.
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Conclusion

The upbringing of the Dinka children has changed immensely since their migration to western
countries. Research provided supports this statement. There are major differences between the
children raised in the village compared to those raised in the western countries. According to several
survey respondents children raised in the village tend to understand the culture better as they are
taught from a young age through songs, ceremonies and stories. Children raised in western
countries are usually familiar with their usual family members because of the distances and housing
formations. Children raised in western societies are also around both parents predominantly than
just one like the village children are. The roles that the different genders play are quite straight
forward. The girls raised in the village are expected to learn from their mothers, preparing for

marriage and life once they get older. soys are trained to follow their father’s footsteps, they're
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taught to be tough, protective of themselves, their families and the society. The Australian society
has immensely influenced the way Dinka children are brought up in positive and negative ways as
said in the paragraph above. They've influenced the upbringing as Dinka children are brought up to
believe and that education is very important therefore it needs to be taken seriously? Negatively
some children and parents have taken advantage of the rights and freedoms the Australian culture
and law offers. This report is very limited: the subject its self was very hard to find reliable secondary
sources as understandings on the issue vary.” There were not much secondary sources on the topic
limiting opinions from others. From the information gathered the raising of Dinka children has

changed since their migration to western countries. |
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The purpose of this report is to explore how the upbringing of the Dinka children has changed since

their migration to western countries.

The guiding question in this report is “How has the raising of children in the Dinka culture changed

since their migration to western countries? “
The focusing questions that will be used to further explore this topic are:

- “What are the differences between children raised in the village compared to those raised in
western societies?”

- “Whatroles do the different genders play in the Dinka culture and how have they changed
since migration?”

- “How has the Australian culture influenced the upbringing of Dinka children?”

The Dinka people are an ethnic group inhabiting the Bahr el Ghazal region of the Nile basin, Jongeli
and parts of southern Kordufan and Upper Nile regions (Wikipedia , 2015). The Dinka’s are
predominantly agripastoral people, relying on cattle herding at riverside camps in the dry season and
growing millet and other varieties of grains in fixed settlements during the rainy season. There’s
approximately 4.5million Dinka’s according to the 2008 Sudan census constituting about 18% of the

population of the entire country and the largest ethnic tribe in South Sudan (Wikipedia , 2015).
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“What are the differences between children raised in the village {Pan

leing) to those raised in western societies?”
Dinka children are raised in two different ways, depending on the society the child is being brought’

up in and the gender of the child. The traditional African proverb “It takes a village to raise a child”
(Marschhausen, 2014)mirrors the ways in which a Dinka child is raised in the village. According to an
interviewee respondent community and family is very important to the Dinka people therefore the
rearing of a child is not only in the hands of the child’s parents, but of the whole village. In the Dinka
culture it is preferred for a family to raise children within their partilineages (mac thok). Many
houseﬁold send newly weaned children to their maternal clan (dhieh), where they may remain for
as long as one year. Children are cared for by both parents, grandparents (madit & wadit), elder

siblings and any other relatives who can spare their time (encyclopedia , 2015).
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An interviewee respondent believes that Dinka children raised in the village(pan jieng) tend to be
more appreciative of their clan and have an extended knowledge of the culture and customs
compared to those raised in western societies (Ajang, 2015 ). It is believed that this tends to be the
case as most of the Dinka children learn about the culture through songs, ceremonies such a; Voor’
and others. The Dinka children born in the village are around their mothers more than their fathers.
While the father is the principal beneficiary of procreation he and the male kin in general are hardly
involved in early child care. The father’s lack of involvement in the day —to day care of the baby does
not mean more work for the mother (Deng, 1972). This is where the importance of family and
community plays a role/grandparents, aunties, uncles, siblings and other relativise my take the

responsibility of looking after the child (ren) whilst both parents are out at work (Deng, 1972)."




