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[image: ][image: ]The topic immediately invites reflection on how language and culture relate to identity in the Australian context (AR2)












Demonstration of interaction with the community through interviews
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Uses “personal voice” to show reflection on the investigation process (AR2)
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Reflection on the ways culture is expressed through language (AR2)






Insightful knowledge and understanding of language and culture in familiar contexts (KU1)







[image: ]Reflection on the ways in which culture is expressed (AR2)













[image: ]Reflection on the ways culture is expressed (AR2)
Knowledge and understanding of culture (KU1)
Insightful knowledge and understanding of language and culture in familiar contexts (KU1)
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Knowledge and understanding of language change (KU3)






[image: ]Insightful reasoning and knowledge of language and culture in different contexts (KU1)






[image: ]This section demonstrates a depth and breadth of treatment of the topic and research (IE2)

[image: ]Insightful knowledge and understanding of language and culture in familiar contexts (KU1)


[image: ]Reflection on the ways in which culture is communicated through language (AR2)






[image: ]Clear and explicit description of ‘personal identity in the Australian context’ which is a part of the description of the Investigation task

[image: ]Additional Comments
Overall Grade: A+
The information and ideas in this investigation are organised logically and coherently, using a range of cohesive devices e.g.: even though, or at least, therefore. A range of complex linguistic structures and features are evident with a high degree of accuracy to convey meaning and create the desired impact. There is an explanation of how people move between languages and cultures and how they sustain the language and culture of their own background. 








Performance Standards for Stage 2 Language and Culture
	
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Analysis and Reflection
	Ideas and Expression

	A
	Language and Culture in Different Contexts
Insightful knowledge and understanding of language and culture in different contexts.
Language as a System
Clear and thorough knowledge and understanding of the target language as a system.
Language Origins, Development, and/or Change
Clear and well-informed understanding of, for example:
the origins/heritage of the target language, the historical development of the target language, and the dynamic nature of the target language
the relationship with, and influences of, other regional languages, local dialect(s), and regional variation
global influences on the target language, word-borrowing, and the use of global English in familiar contexts.
	Analysis
The functions of particular linguistic and cultural features in the text identified and explained with clarity and insight.
Detailed explanation of how some stylistic features are used for effect/impact in the text (e.g. register, tone, textual features/organisation).
Perceptive analysis of communication across cultural boundaries and the meaning of words/phrases in particular contexts, including explanation of some subtleties of translation.
Reflection
In-depth analysis of and reflection on how cultures, values, beliefs, practices, and ideas are represented or expressed in texts.
Insightful reflection on own values, beliefs, ideas, and practices in relation to those represented in texts.
Critical reflection on how language and cultural background relate to an individual’s sense of personal identity in the Australian context.
Interpretation
Concepts and perspectives represented in texts identified and explained with clarity and insight.
Interpretations of meaning supported by detailed and appropriate use of evidence from texts.
	Accuracy, Appropriateness, Range, and Clarity of Expression
A range of complex linguistic structures and features used with a high degree of accuracy to convey meaning and create desired impact.
Very effective, fluent, and precise communication. 
Language selected and register are consistently appropriate to the particular cultural and social context.
Standard target language pronunciation used. Some accent/dialect may be evident, but this does not impede meaning. Intonation and stress used effectively to enhance meaning.
Depth of Treatment
Depth and breadth in the treatment of the topic/research.
Detailed, clear, and very effective presentation and discussion of insights, findings, and conclusions based on research.
Complex ideas elaborated in detail, and opinions supported by evidence from a range of sources and perspectives.
Coherence in Structure and Sequence
Information and ideas organised logically and coherently, using a range of cohesive devices.
Conventions of the text type are observed.

	B
	Language and Culture in Different Contexts
Well-considered knowledge and understanding of language and culture in different contexts.
Language as a System
Clear knowledge and understanding of the target language as a system.
Language Origins, Development, and/or Change
Mostly clear and informed understanding of, for example:
the origins/heritage of the target language, the historical development of the target language, and the dynamic nature of the target language
the relationship with and influences of other regional languages, local dialect(s), and regional variation
global influences on the target language, word-borrowing, and the use of global English in familiar contexts.
	Analysis
The functions of particular linguistic and cultural features in the text identified and explained with some clarity.
Description of how some stylistic features are used for effect/impact in the text (e.g. register, tone, and textual features/organisation).
Well-considered analysis of communication across cultural boundaries and the meaning of words/phrases in particular contexts, including explanation of one or more subtleties of translation.
Reflection
Well-informed analysis of and reflection on how cultures, values, beliefs, practices, and ideas are represented or expressed in texts.
Well-considered reflection on own values, beliefs, ideas, and practices in relation to those represented in texts.
Some critical reflection on how language and cultural background relate to an individual’s sense of personal identity in the Australian context.
Interpretation
Key concepts and perspectives represented in texts identified and explained with some clarity.
Interpretations of meaning supported by some appropriate examples from the text.
	Accuracy, Appropriateness, Range, and Clarity of Expression
A range of linguistic structures and features used mostly accurately to convey meaning.
Effective and mostly clear communication.
Language selected and register mostly appropriate to the particular cultural and social context.
Generally accurate pronunciation. Some accent/dialect may be evident, but this does not generally impede meaning.
Depth of Treatment
Breadth and some depth in the treatment of the topic/research.
Clear and effective presentation and discussion of insights, findings, and conclusions.
Some complex ideas expressed, and opinions/points of view supported, with reference to a range of sources and perspectives. 
Coherence in Structure and Sequence
Mostly coherent organisation of information and ideas, using some cohesive devices.
Most conventions of the text type observed.

	C
	Language and Culture in Different Contexts
Considered knowledge and understanding of language and culture in different contexts.
Language as a System
Competent knowledge and understanding of the target language as a system.
Language Origins, Development, and/or Change
Generally informed understanding of, for example:
the origins/heritage of the target language, the historical development of the target language, and the dynamic nature of the target language
the relationship with and influences of other regional languages, local dialect(s), and regional variation
global influences on the target language, word-borrowing, and the use of global English in familiar contexts.
	Analysis
Particular linguistic and cultural features in texts identified and described.
Some stylistic features (e.g. idiom) recognised and described.
Considered analysis of communication across cultural boundaries and the meaning of words/phrases in particular contexts, including recognition of one or more subtleties of translation.
Reflection
Informed analysis of, and some reflection on, cultures, values, beliefs, practices, and ideas represented or expressed in texts.
Some reflection on own values, beliefs, ideas, and practices in relation to those represented or expressed in texts.
Some reflection on how language and cultural background relate to an individual’s sense of personal identity in the Australian context.
Interpretation
Main points and ideas in texts and supporting details identified, with some explanation.
Interpretations of meaning supported with isolated examples from the text.
	Accuracy, Appropriateness, Range, and Clarity of Expression
A range of linguistic structures and features used with variable accuracy to convey meaning, often with reliance on rehearsed patterns.
Generally competent communication.
Language selected and register show awareness of and are generally appropriate to the particular cultural and social context.
Pronunciation is understandable. Accent/dialect may influence pronunciation, but does not interfere with meaning. 
Depth of Treatment
Some variety in the treatment of the topic/research.
Competent presentation and discussion of insights, findings, and conclusions.
Simple ideas expressed, and opinions/points of view supported, with reference to different sources and perspectives.
Coherence in Structure and Sequence
Generally coherent organisation of information and ideas, often relying on one or two cohesive devices.
Responses generally conform to familiar conventions of the text type.

	D
	Language and Culture in Different Contexts
Basic knowledge and some understanding of language and culture in different contexts.
Language as a System
Basic knowledge and some understanding of the target language as a system.
Language Origins, Development, and/or Change
Some awareness of, for example:
the origins/heritage of the target language, the historical development of the target language, or the dynamic nature of the target language
the relationship with and influences of other regional languages, local dialect(s), or regional variation
global influences on the target language, word-borrowing, or the use of global English in familiar contexts.
	Analysis
One or more basic linguistic and/or cultural features identified.
One or more stylistic features are identified.
Awareness and some description of communication across cultural boundaries, and of the meaning of words/phrases in particular contexts.
Reflection
Some aspects of cultural practices represented or expressed in texts identified.
Elements of learning experiences recounted to demonstrate partial understanding of the relationship between own values, beliefs, ideas, and practices and those represented or expressed in texts.
Some description of how language and cultural background relate to an individual’s sense of personal identity in the Australian context.
Interpretation
Some main points in texts identified, with some personal observations.
Specific information in texts transcribed rather than interpreted, often with minimal justification and elaboration.
	Accuracy, Appropriateness, Range, and Clarity of Expression
Some basic meaning conveyed with frequent errors and reliance on formulaic expressions.
Some communication, using basic vocabulary and sentence structures.
Language and register occasionally appropriate to context.
Pronunciation may impede meaning.
Depth of Treatment
Some basic treatment of information or ideas.
Presentation of some basic findings.
Superficial and often repetitive ideas expressed, with reference to one or more sources.
Coherence in Structure and Sequence
Responses tend to be loosely connected sentences on a given topic.
Inconsistent use of limited conventions of the text type.

	E
	Language and Culture in Different Contexts
Identification of one or more examples of language and culture in different contexts.
Language as a System
Identification of a limited range of examples of the target language as a system.
Language Origins, Development, and/or Change
Emerging awareness of, for example:
the origins/heritage of the target language, the historical development of the target language, or the dynamic nature of the target language
the relationship with and influences of other regional languages, local dialect(s), or regional variation
global influences on the target language, word-borrowing, or the use of global English in familiar contexts.
	Analysis
Attempted identification of one or more formulaic linguistic or cultural features.
One or more stylistic features are identified.
Emerging awareness of communication across cultural boundaries.
Reflection
Attempted identification of one or more familiar aspects of cultural practices represented or expressed in a text.
One or more elements of language learning experiences recounted.
Attempted description of how language and cultural background relate to an individual’s sense of personal identity in the Australian context.
Interpretation
Isolated items of information identified.
Literal translations of words/phrases provided.
	Accuracy, Appropriateness, Range, and Clarity of Expression
Single words and set formulaic expressions used to convey basic information, with frequent errors that impede meaning.
Attempted communication, using a limited range of basic vocabulary and sentence structures.
Limited appropriateness of register to context.
Pronunciation impedes meaning. 
Depth of Treatment
Attempted treatment of simple information.
Attempted description of information from one source.
Coherence in Structure and Sequence
Responses are disjointed.
Attempted use of one or more conventions of the text type.
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2. Research problem

My research problem was to try to understand whether it is important to the South Africans
that are part of the diaspora in Australia to keep their language and culture. To find out
about this | have conducted a survey that asks questions on some of the most common
aspects of Afrikaans culture. These aspects are Food, Sport (in particular rugby), Faith and
Language. Part of my research was also comparing Afrikaans culture to Australian culture as
| have observed while interacting with the Afrikaans people and trying to find out which
culture was preferred by the South Africans that are part of the diaspora.

From the 25 surveys | sent out only 20 of them were returned. Of these 20 participants that
answered the survey, 13 were adults (30+) and 7 young adults (10+).
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3. Analysis
3.1How does Australian and South African culture differ?

Australian and South African culture is very similar for the most part, as they are both
Western cultures. There are many differences, yet some are major differences and others
are only minor differences. The minor differences | will just mention and the major
differences | will try to explain in a bit more detail.

Some of the minor differences in culture are for example that a barbeque in South Africa is
almost always cooked on a wood fire, not on a gas cooker, and is referred to as a “braai”.
“Mate” in South Africa is also not a term of endearment; it is rather an insult and sounds like
a harsh word for maid or housekeeper. In South Africa tea is referred to as dinner, if you say
you're going out for tea in South Africa it literally means that you are going out for a cup of
tea, not that you’re going to have dinner. South Africans love sports just like the Australians
do, but the main sport there is rugby union compared to AFL that people play in Australia.

One of the biggest differences between South African and Australian culture is the
importance of faith, in particular Christian faith. This was brought up by more than half the
participants in the survey as what they preferred about the South African culture. Other
participants mentioned stronger morals and standards. | believe this all to be part of the
same thing, and this is that an essential part of the South African culture is based on a

strong Christian faith and values.
When PeoEIe Pray In Afrikaans
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One of the biggest differences between South African and Australian culture is the
importance of faith, in particular Christian faith. This was brought up by more than half the
participants in the survey as what they preferred about the South African culture. Other
participants mentioned stronger morals and standards. | believe this all to be part of the
same thing, and this is that an essential part of the South African culture is based on a

strong Christian faith and values. et <y
When People Pray In Afrikaans

Almost every participant said that they were
Christian and that they always or sometimes i

waways
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still pray in Afrikaans. In fact only three of the younger people said they never pray in
Afrikaans (this was the three English South African young adults). This shows that people
like to pray in their mother language, even if they don’t know it very well like a lot of people
in the surveys, because it is more personal, just you and God. This is also the reason why |
always pray in Afrikaans. This is interesting considering that more than 20% of participants
were English speaking.

The reason that Christian faith is more prevalent in South Africa is because that is what the
country was built on and what people were always brought up with. In the story Blood River
the Boors prayed before the battle and they came out victorious against all odds. This is one
example of times in South Africa’s history where believers have been protected by God and
this is a big reason why South Africans have a strong faith.

Just under half of the participants mentioned the difference between Australian and
Afrikaans culture in work ethic. They feel South Africans have a stronger work ethic or were
hard working. This may also be traced back to a strong Christian ethic
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Participants felt that another big difference between South African and Australian culture is
also that Australians are a lot more trusting than South Africans tend to be, especial
regarding safety. This could be because of the high crime rate in South Africa that forces
people to be sceptical in order to stay safe.

They also felt Australians have more of a fair go attitude and are a lot less prejudice towards
other people compared to South Africans. This might to be mostly for the same reasons as
too why they are more trusting than South Africans.
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3.2 Is Keeping The Afrikaans Language and Culture Important To South
Africans In Australia?

Making the decision on whether to keep your language and culture when you move to a
different country isn’t always the easiest decision. This decision is even harder when the
country you are moving to speak a different language to the one you spoke at home. People
realise they will not be as fluent in the new language as they were in their native one, and
therefore a lot of people decided to stop speaking their native language to improve their
new language.

The reason that people lose their native language and culture is because they to try to fit in
with the new culture and to find friends as quickly as they can. Not wanting to feel alone in
a new country, this often causes them to give up their native language and culture while
trying to pick up the new language and culture. This seams completely normal and a lot of
people do this to try to cope with the stress of having to restart their life from nothing.
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However, this doesn’t seem to be the case with the
South Africans in Australia. All the participants said
that they still regularly eat and/or make South
African food at home, and all of them are very
proud of their South African heritage. In another
question regarding rugby (one of the most popular
sports in South Africa), | asked whether
participants liked watching rugby and whether they
watched it when South Africa played. Everyone,
except 3, said that they liked to watch rugby and
only 2 people said that they don’t watch when
South Africa plays.

It is easy to lose your culture if you don’t make a
point to hold on to it by trying to keep yourself

ves, ke towatch rugby.

o, dorit ke lo watch

e, vatch rugoy vhen
SAplay
o, donft watch rugby.
Saplays

immersed in it. It shouldn’t be hard to keep yourself immersed at home and around your

family.
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3.3How is Afrikaans kept alive in Australia?

The culture and the language of that culture go hand in hand; the one couldn’t exist without
the other. Therefore it is important to look at how the language is kept as well as the
culture.

The language can be kept in many ways but the easiest way to keep the language is to never
stop speaking it. For example in our family we have the rule that when we’re alone with the
family or with other South Africans we are only allowed to speak Africans. This sounds very
simple and as if it wouldn’t have that big of an effect. But if you're in a country that doesn’t
speak your native language then it becomes very easy to lose. | know many people that
have completely lost their language because they never practiced it.

Most South Africans that | know use this method to keep their language, and a lot of the
time when they go back home they find that there Africans is actually better than that of
their friends and family back home who use a lot of slang when they speak Afrikaans. South
African Australians make a point of speaking only Afrikaans and not to mix it with any other
languages unlike the people at home. Or at least this is what has happened to me.
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3.4How does the South African Culture shape Personal Identity in
Australia?

Australia is seen as a great country in the way that there is never any prejudice shown to
people who migrate from a different country. Here people’s differences are usually
accepted and celebrated as they help to make the country more unique and great.

It is because of this that the South African culture even though it is a lot more conservative
than the Australian culture, is a great thing to have as it shapes a person’s identity in a good
way. It should be celebrated for its uniqueness.

The South African culture is also good because it is so centred on God and the Christian
faith. People of this culture are usually trustworthy and great to share life with.
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4. Conclusion

Through my research | have found that all the participants try to keep their culture in some
way or another, and most (even the English speaking South Africans) try to keep the
Afrikaans language alive. Most of them do this by interacting with other Afrikaans speaking
people, but some only do it by praying in Afrikaans.

To conclude | have found that the Afrikaans language and culture is very important to the
South Africans who have migrated to Australia, no matter their age, and that they celebrate
the positive aspects of both cultures.
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How important is Afrikaans and its Culture in Australia
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1. Introduction (is Afrikaans and its culture important in Australia?)

Afrikaans should be important in Australia and to the Australian population because in 2006
there were 104,128 Australia citizens who came from South African and another 79,513
Australians are said to have South African heritage. Of this 104,128, Sydney has the highest
population of South Africans with a percentage of 27.3% of al Australian South Africans
jving there according to the 2006 census,

Now 104,128 peaple doesn't sound like much, but you still need to take into consideration
hat there are many people who aren't citizens of Australia that would only be here on a
isa but stillive in the country. The 104,128 are also only people who moved here but if
hat is combined with Australian citizens who have South African heritage, then you get
lose to 200,000 people who are directly related in some way to South Africa

Considering that Australia’s population was 20.7 million at that time that is nearly a full one
sercent of the population of Australia at the time. This number will only have increased
ince then. From the people that | surveyed none of them had lived in Australia for more
han 20 years and most of them have only lived here for less than 10 years

rom this it is easy to see that, even though South Africa s on the other side of the world its
anguage and especially its culture is an important part of Australia, because Australia has
uch a high population of South Africans.
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Afrikaans should be important in Australia and to the Australian population because in 2006
there were 104,128 Australia citizens who came from South African and another 79,513
Australians are said to have South African heritage. Of this 104,128, Sydney has the highest
population of South Africans with a percentage of 27.3% of all Australian South Africans
living there according to the 2006 census.
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Considering that Australias population was 20.7 million at that time that is nearly a full one
percent of the population of Australia at the time. This number will only have increased
since then. From the people that | surveyed none of them had lived in Australia for more
than 20 years and most of them have only lived here for less than 10 years

From this it is easy to see that, even though South Africa s on the other side of the world its
Ianguage and especially its culture is an important part of Australia, because Australia has
such a high population of South Africans.




