Language and Culture

Assessment Type 1: Text Analysis

The Thai language is one filled with culture and history. Through the information in และวัฒนธรรมของแต่ละประเทศ
and the Thai teenager’s blog ‘Everyday Happy’ 1we can explore the Thai language and how it is influenced by Thai culture. The first text is very formal and is written for students studying in school. The language is the dialect used in the central regions of Thailand and is known as Bangkok Thai. This dialect is the most common and understood by most Thai people. 
This text offers some interesting information on the changing values about education of children. According to the text, traditionally girls were educated at home learning mainly household duties and boys were raised by following their fathers on farms until they were taken to be educated by monks. Thailand has always been considered a largely agricultural nation, but to improve the welfare of their people the Thai Royal family valued importance of education.  

Although we in Australia also rate education very highly, we often consider it the highest priority, sometimes above many other things. The Thai value of education is well balanced with ideals and beliefs in Buddhism and the family unit. The family is the centre of Thai society and family life has a stronger value there than we do in Australia. There is the greatst respect for the elders in the family and children are taught to honour their parents. This respect is evident in the Thai teenager’s blog when she talks with a respectful tone and genuine reverence and love for her parents. The blog discusses the important role that parents play in the appropriate education of their children. 

The teenager’s blog is presented and structured very differently to the first text, to target a teenage audience. There are colourful headings and lettering and the background music of pop-culture. The blog is supported by a number of Manga cartoons, showing strong influences from Japan. There is also a strong influence from English in the form of western animations and even an English heading: ‘Everyday Happy’. This piece is a good example of the modern changing nature of the Thai culture as it mixes with western influences. As in Australia, the growing popularity of social media is giving young people more of a voice, however unlike Australia the Thai teenagers are not using the anonimity of the internet to be abusive and offensive. The tenager’s blog addresses sensitive issues for teenagers very respectfully by using respectful and calm language. The Thai people place strong value and belief on politeness and self-control.
 The blog presents most ‘challenging’ issues by first stating respect for the parents and also by acknowledging that parents do always have their children’s best interest at heart. As mentioned earlier, the overall tone of the piece is one of respect.

Actually, when I use the term tone, I should be really saying subtle selection of vocabulary, because the definition of tone, as we use it to describe ‘the voice’ in a text, is not exactly the same. The Thai langauge is actually quite a monotone one and any display of raised voice or aggression is considered highly offensive and this language style is reflected in their non-confrontational culture3The use of tone in Thai is very different to that in English.  In Thai, the same word takes on different meanings depending on the tone used. In English we use tone to show emphasis. However in Thai a single syllable can be spoken with up to five pitches. The example we all use is the sentence ‘mai mai mai mai mai’, when each is said with a different tone or pitch it means ‘new wood doesn’t burn, does it?’. There are also some other differences in Thai which differ from English. Many of our words are gender neutral, but in Thai the word reflects the gender of the speaker rather than the listener. Men end sentences in Kharp and women with Kha. And this is shown clearly with the blog being written by a female and the first text by a male.


Performance Standards for Stage 2 Language and Culture

	
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Analysis and Reflection
	Ideas and Expression

	A
	Language and Culture in Different Contexts

Insightful knowledge and understanding of language and culture in different contexts.
Language as a System

Clear and thorough knowledge and understanding of the target language as a system.

Language Origins, Development, and/or Change

Clear and well-informed understanding of, for example:

· the origins/heritage of the target language, the historical development of the target language, and the dynamic nature of the target language

· relationship with, and influences of, other regional languages, local dialect(s), and regional variation

· global influences on the target language, word-borrowing, and the use of global English in familiar contexts.
	Analysis

The functions of particular linguistic and cultural features in the text identified and explained with clarity and insight.

Detailed explanation of how some stylistic features are used for effect/impact in the text (e.g. register, tone, textual features/organisation).

Perceptive analysis of communication across cultural boundaries and the meaning of words/phrases in particular contexts, including explanation of some subtleties of translation.

Reflection

In-depth analysis of and reflection on how cultures, values, beliefs, practices, and ideas are represented or expressed in texts.

Insightful reflection on own values, beliefs, ideas, and practices in relation to those represented in texts.

Critical reflection on how language and cultural background relate to an individual’s sense of personal identity in the Australian context.
Interpretation

Concepts and perspectives represented in texts identified and explained with clarity and insight.

Interpretations of meaning supported by detailed and appropriate use of evidence from texts.
	Accuracy, Appropriateness, Range, and Clarity of Expression

A range of complex linguistic structures and features used with a high degree of accuracy to convey meaning and create desired impact.

Very effective, fluent, and precise communication. 

Language selected and register are consistently appropriate to the particular cultural and social context.

Standard target language pronunciation used. Some accent/dialect may be evident, but this does not impede meaning. Intonation and stress used effectively to enhance meaning.

Depth of Treatment

Depth and breadth in the treatment of the topic/research.

Detailed, clear, and very effective presentation and discussion of insights, findings, and conclusions based on research.

Complex ideas elaborated in detail, and opinions supported by evidence from a range of sources and perspectives.

Coherence in Structure and Sequence

Information and ideas organised logically and coherently, using a range of cohesive devices.

Conventions of the text type are observed.

	B
	Language and Culture in Different Contexts

Well-considered knowledge and understanding of language and culture in different contexts.

Language as a System

Clear knowledge and understanding of the target language as a system.

Language Origins, Development, and/or Change

Mostly clear and informed understanding of, for example:

· the origins/heritage of the target language, the historical development of the target language, and the dynamic nature of the target language

· relationship with and influences of other regional languages, local dialect(s), and regional variation

· global influences on the target language, word-borrowing, and the use of global English in familiar contexts.
	Analysis

The functions of particular linguistic and cultural features in the text identified and explained with some clarity.

Description of how some stylistic features are used for effect/impact in the text (e.g. register, tone, and textual features/organisation).

Well-considered analysis of communication across cultural boundaries and the meaning of words/phrases in particular contexts, including explanation of one or more subtleties of translation.

Reflection

Well-informed analysis of and reflection on how cultures, values, beliefs, practices, and ideas are represented or expressed in texts.

Well-considered reflection on own values, beliefs, ideas, and practices in relation to those represented in texts.

Some critical reflection on how language and cultural background relate to an individual’s sense of personal identity in the Australian context.

Interpretation

Key concepts and perspectives represented in texts identified and explained with some clarity.

Interpretations of meaning supported by some appropriate examples from the text.
	Accuracy, Appropriateness, Range, and Clarity of Expression

A range of linguistic structures and features used mostly accurately to convey meaning.

Effective and mostly clear communication.

Language selected and register mostly appropriate to the particular cultural and social context.

Generally accurate pronunciation. Some accent/dialect may be evident, but this does not generally impede meaning.

Depth of Treatment

Breadth and some depth in the treatment of the topic/research.

Clear and effective presentation and discussion of insights, findings, and conclusions.

Some complex ideas expressed, and opinions/points of view supported, with reference to a range of sources and perspectives. 

Coherence in Structure and Sequence

Mostly coherent organisation of information and ideas, using some cohesive devices.

Most conventions of the text type observed.

	C
	Language and Culture in Different Contexts

Considered knowledge and understanding of language and culture in different contexts.

Language as a System

Competent knowledge and understanding of the target language as a system.

Language Origins, Development, and/or Change

Generally informed understanding of, for example:

· the origins/heritage of the target language, the historical development of the target language, and the dynamic nature of the target language

· relationship with and influences of other regional languages, local dialect(s), and regional variation

· global influences on the target language, word-borrowing, and the use of global English in familiar contexts.
	Analysis

Particular linguistic and cultural features in texts identified and described.

Some stylistic features (e.g. idiom) recognised and described.

Considered analysis of communication across cultural boundaries and the meaning of words/phrases in particular contexts, including recognition of one or more subtleties of translation.

Reflection

Informed analysis of, and some reflection on, cultures, values, beliefs, practices, and ideas represented or expressed in texts.

Some reflection on own values, beliefs, practices, and ideas in relation to those represented or expressed in texts.

Some reflection on how language and cultural background relate to an individual’s sense of personal identity in the Australian context.

Interpretation

Main points and ideas in texts and supporting details identified, with some explanation.

Interpretations of meaning supported with isolated examples from the text.
	Accuracy, Appropriateness, Range, and Clarity of Expression

A range of linguistic structures and features used with variable accuracy to convey meaning, often with reliance on rehearsed patterns.

Generally competent communication.

Language selected and register show awareness of and are generally appropriate to the particular cultural and social context.

Pronunciation is understandable. Accent/dialect may influence pronunciation, but does not interfere with meaning. 

Depth of Treatment

Some variety in the treatment of the topic/research.

Competent presentation and discussion of insights, findings, and conclusions.

Simple ideas expressed, and opinions/points of view supported, with reference to different sources and perspectives.

Coherence in Structure and Sequence

Generally coherent organisation of information and ideas, often relying on one or two cohesive devices.

Responses generally conform to familiar conventions of the text type.

	D
	Language and Culture in Different Contexts

Basic knowledge and some understanding of language and culture in different contexts.

Language as a System

Basic knowledge and some understanding of the target language as a system.

Language Origins, Development, and/or Change

Some awareness of, for example:

· the origins/heritage of the target language, the historical development of the target language, or the dynamic nature of the target language

· relationship with and influences of other regional languages, local dialect(s), or regional variation

· global influences on the target language, word-borrowing, or the use of global English in familiar contexts.
	Analysis

One or more basic linguistic and/or cultural features identified.

One or more stylistic features are identified.

Awareness and some description of communication across cultural boundaries, and of the meaning of words/phrases in particular contexts.

Reflection

Some aspects of cultural practices represented or expressed in texts identified.

Elements of learning experiences recounted to demonstrate partial understanding of the relationship between own values, beliefs, practices, and ideas and those represented or expressed in texts.

Some description of how language and cultural background relate to an individual’s sense of personal identity in the Australian context.

Interpretation

Some main points in texts identified, with some personal observations.

Specific information in texts transcribed rather than interpreted, often with minimal justification and elaboration.
	Accuracy, Appropriateness, Range, and Clarity of Expression

Some basic meaning conveyed with frequent errors and reliance on formulaic expressions.

Some communication using basic vocabulary and sentence structures.

Language and register occasionally appropriate to context.

Pronunciation may impede meaning.

Depth of Treatment

Some basic treatment of information or ideas.

Presentation of some basic findings.

Superficial and often repetitive ideas expressed, with reference to one or more sources.

Coherence in Structure and Sequence

Responses tend to be loosely connected sentences on a given topic.

Inconsistent use of limited conventions of the text type.

	E
	Language and Culture in Different Contexts

Identification of one or more examples of language and culture in different contexts.

Language as a System

Identification of a limited range of examples of the target language as a system.

Language Origins, Development, and/or Change

Emerging awareness of, for example:

· origins/heritage of the target language, the historical development of the target language, or the dynamic nature of the target language

· relationship with and influences of other regional languages, local dialect(s), or regional variation

· global influences on the target language, word-borrowing, or the use of global English in familiar contexts.
	Analysis

Attempted identification of one or more formulaic linguistic features, or cultural or stylistic features.

One or more stylistic features are identified.

Emerging awareness of communication across cultural boundaries.

Reflection

Attempted identification of one or more familiar aspects of cultural practices represented or expressed in a text.

One or more elements of language learning experiences recounted.

Attempted description of how language and cultural background relate to an individual’s sense of personal identity in the Australian context.

Interpretation

Isolated items of information identified.

Literal translations of words/phrases provided.
	Accuracy, Appropriateness, Range, and Clarity of Expression

Single words and set formulaic expressions used to convey basic information, with frequent errors that impede meaning.

Attempted communication using a limited range of basic vocabulary and sentence structures.

Limited appropriateness of register to context.

Pronunciation impedes meaning. 

Depth of Treatment

Attempted treatment of simple information.

Attempted description of information from one source.

Coherence in Structure and Sequence

Responses are disjointed.

Attempted use of one or more conventions of the text type.


Knowledge and Understand 


Insightful understanding of the context of the text.








Analysis and Reflection


Critical reflection on how language and cultural in the Australian context.





Analysis and Reflection


Clear and insightful explanation of linguistic and stylistic features.





Analysis and Reflection


Insightful reflection on own values in relation to those in the text.





Knowledge and Understanding


Well informed understanding of global influences on the Thai language and culture.





Analysis and Reflection


Perceptive analysis of communication and some subtleties of translation.





Analysis and Reflection


Clear and insightful explanation of linguistic and stylistic features in the text.











Analysis and Reflection


 In-depth analysis on how values and practices are represented in texts.





Analysis and Reflection


 in-depth analysis on how values and practices are represented in texts.





Knowledge and Understanding


 Well-informed understanding of local and regional variations.





Analysis and Reflection


Perceptive analysis of communication











� A Culture of a Country


2 http://www.bloggang.com/viewdiary.php?id=luckystar&month=03-2011&date=05&group=9&gblog=421
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