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Assessment Type 3: Investigation




Assessment Comments
This investigation is a B+ grade.

Investigation and Critical Analysis
Clear link to an area of study has helped focus this investigation. Critical analysis of information is used relating to the health and well-being of the child.
Some in-depth investigation in regards to language, social development and coping strategies. Detailed investigation and perceptive/considered critical analysis.
Issue about health and well-being of children 0-8.
Identified very relevant primary sources of information. Limited secondary information identified. Primary information has been well used to support the investigation.
Well-considered explanation of primary and secondary resources, explanation of limitations and analysis of information for relevance and appropriateness.
Appropriate acknowledgement of sources, footnotes and notes to ‘see figures’.
Statistical information is used in the beginning to help set the scene of the investigation. Effective application of numeracy.. Terminology is appropriate.
Highly effective application of literacy (sophisticated language, effective editing), numeracy evident but no graphs.

Evaluation
Well-informed evaluation  in the focus questions and at the end in the evaluation section.
Well-informed evaluation of the issue related to children and awareness of the differences within families, circumstances and settings.

Distractors in the investigation are the use of the child’s name. 0-14 age group mentioned in introduction, however this is acceptable. A challenging topic with a wide scope, acknowledging the variety of settings for children.

Performance Standards for Stage 2 Child Studies
	
	Investigation and Critical Analysis
	Problem-solving
	Practical Application
	Collaboration
	Evaluation

	A
	In-depth investigation and perceptive critical analysis of contemporary trends and/or issues related to the health and well-being of children.
Perceptive analysis of information for relevance and appropriateness, with appropriate acknowledgment of sources.
Highly effective application of literacy and numeracy skills, including clear and consistent use of appropriate terminology.
	Astute identification and discussion of factors involved in problem-solving related to the health and well-being of children. 
Astute and very appropriate decision-making about problem-solving and implementation strategies.
Clear and very relevant justification of decisions about problem-solving and implementation strategies.
	Ongoing and productive implementation of safe management practices and appropriate techniques, and sophisticated generation and maintenance of quality control.
Productive and efficient organisation and management of time and resources.
Logical selection and application of the most appropriate technology to prepare learning activities for children in a culturally diverse society.
	Initiation of ideas and procedures, display of leadership within the group, and proactive and inclusive response to members of the group.
Proactive and focused involvement in group activities and discussions to support the health and well-being of children.
	Insightful evaluation of the processes and outcomes of practical and group activities, including their own performance.
Sophisticated appraisal of the impact of technology on the health and well-being of children.
Insightful explanation of the connections between research and/or planning, and practical application.
In-depth evaluation of contemporary trends and/or issues related to child development in a variety of settings.

	B
	Detailed investigation and well-considered critical analysis of contemporary trends and/or issues related to the health and well-being of children.
Well-considered analysis of information for relevance and appropriateness, with appropriate acknowledgment of sources.
Effective application of literacy and numeracy skills, including mostly clear use of appropriate terminology.
	Well-considered identification and discussion of factors involved in problem-solving related to the health and well-being of children.
Well-considered and appropriate decision-making about problem-solving and implementation strategies.
Mostly clear and relevant justification of decisions about problem-solving and implementation strategies.
	Mostly productive implementation of safe management practices and appropriate techniques, and well-considered generation and maintenance of quality control.
Mostly productive organisation and management of time and resources. 
Mostly logical selection and application of appropriate technology to prepare learning activities for children in a culturally diverse society.
	Initiation of some ideas and procedures, some display of leadership within the group, and thoughtful and active response to members of the group.
Active and thoughtful involvement in group activities and discussions to support the health and well-being of children.
	Thoughtful evaluation of the processes and outcomes of practical and group activities, including their own performance.
Well-informed appraisal of the impact of technology on the health and well-being of children.
Well-considered explanation of the connections between research and/or planning, and practical application.
Well-informed evaluation of contemporary trends and/or issues related to child development in different settings.

	C
	Competent investigation and some considered critical analysis of contemporary trends and/or issues related to the health and well-being of children.
Considered analysis of information for relevance and appropriateness, with generally appropriate acknowledgment of sources.
Generally effective application of literacy and numeracy skills, including competent use of appropriate terminology.
	Considered identification and discussion of some factors involved in problem-solving related to the health and well-being of children. 
Generally considered and appropriate decision-making about problem-solving and implementation strategies.
Generally relevant justification of decisions about problem-solving and implementation strategies, with some clarity.
	Competent implementation of safe management practices and techniques, and considered generation and maintenance of quality control.  
Competent organisation and management of time and resources.
Appropriate selection and application of technology to prepare learning activities for children in a culturally diverse society.
	Some initiative with ideas or procedures, occasional leadership within the group, and generally active response to members of the group.
Active involvement in group activities and discussions to support the health and well-being of children.
	Considered evaluation of the processes and outcomes of practical and group activities, including their own performance.
Informed appraisal of the impact of technology on the health and well-being of children.
Considered explanation of the connections between research and/or planning, and practical application.
Informed evaluation of contemporary trends and/or issues related to child development in different settings.

	D
	Some investigation and basic description of one or more contemporary trends or issues related to the health and well-being of children.
Some consideration of information for relevance or appropriateness, with some inconsistent acknowledgment of sources.
Inconsistent application of literacy and numeracy skills, with use of some terminology that may be appropriate.
	Superficial identification and discussion of some factors involved in solving basic problems related to the health or well-being of children.
Some basic and inconsistent decision-making about problem-solving and/or implementation strategies.
Some description and partial justification of one or more problem-solving and/or implementation strategies.
	Basic implementation of one or more safe management practices and/or techniques, and some basic consideration of the generation and maintenance of quality control. 
Inconsistent organisation and management of time and resources.
Identification and some application of technology that may be appropriate to prepare learning activities for children in a culturally diverse society.
	Some participation within the group, and some response to members of the group. Participation is often passive.
Some basic involvement in group activities or discussions to support the health or well-being of children.
	Basic consideration of the processes and/or outcomes of practical and group activities, which may include their own performance.
Superficial consideration of the impact of technology on the health or well-being of children.
Some basic description of one or more connections between research and/or planning, and practical application.
Superficial reflection on one or more contemporary trends or issues related to child development, tending towards basic description.

	E
	Limited investigation or basic description of one or more contemporary trends or issues related to the health or well-being of children.
Limited identification or acknowledgment of information that may have some relevance.
Attempted application of literacy and numeracy skills, with attempted use of some basic terminology that may be appropriate.
	Identification of one or more factors involved in solving basic problems related to the health or well-being of children.
Attempted decision-making about problem-solving or an implementation strategy.
Attempted description of one or more problem-solving or implementation strategies.
	Attempted development or implementation of a safe management practice or a technique, and some awareness of the need for quality control. 
Limited organisation or management of time and resources.
Limited identification or application of technology that may be appropriate to prepare learning activities for children in a culturally diverse society.
	Some attempted participation in one or more aspects of group work, and occasional response to members of the group.
Attempted involvement in one or more group activities or discussions to support the health or well-being of children.
	Attempted consideration of one or more processes or outcomes of a practical or group activity, which may include their own performance.
Attempted description of an impact of technology on the health or well-being of children.
Limited awareness of any connections between research and/or planning, and practical application.
Some recognition of one or more contemporary trends or issues related to child development.
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The difficulty t may face is finding factual information as moving overseas is a personal
experience. | will need to ensure that | am sensitive whilst conducting interviews and avoid

offending the volunteers.

Development relating to learning English

Learning a new language can be a difficult task, especially if the child’s teacher does not
know how to communicate with the immigrant in their native language. This lengthy
process can be difficult and frustrating for both the child and the mentor. “When she first
started... she knew a little English, but it was very hard for me to understand her as she
couldn’t make herself understood well. There were many instructions that she just didn’t
understand and she would follow me... tugging at my clothes to get my attention. She felt
frustrated... and I felt helpless and frustrated not knowing how to help her properly.”?

Quotes Mrs , primary school teacher of a young Russian girl.

There are many strategies that teachers and families may use to assist a child through this
process. Children often learn through visual aspects, such as images and televised learning.
This will keep the child focused whilst educating them. Learning through pictures may
include showing the child an image of a recognisable object that they would be familiar with
and pronouncing the English name whilst getting them to repeat the word. “There are many
words and expressions that she does not understand... so we act them out or try to draw

"2, This is also another way to assist children with this process. Another popular

them
method of teaching English is educating through rhythm and songs. According to
neurobiologist Norman M. Weunberger, music provides us with a natural and rhythmic way
to learn®. As music exists in almost every culture, it is something children are able to relate

to their home country.

“The greatest difficulties facing her adapting to learning English are to be able to understand
our use of grammar and especially the tenses that we take for granted when we speak and

write”® Quotes Mrs M . The English language has many distinctive ways of spelling

2
3

Jjunior primary school teacher, Interview: 2/8/2012.

junior primary schoof teacher, Interview: 2/8/2012.

* Norman M. Weunberger. Songs for Learning. http://songsforteaching.net/music-and-learning. Date
Accessed: 2/08/2012,

s junior primary school teacher. Interview: 2/8/2012.
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words or using grammar to make a word have an entirely different meaning. This can be
very difficult for children to understand. It is important that the child is given time to learn

this and is not expected to know straight away.

“Al still often mixes up Malay and English whilst speaking sentences”, quotes the
mother of Al , aged 7 who had experienced moving to Australia from Malaysia at the
tender age of 5. This is a common mistake children may make, this may confuse their peers.
It is important that the child has a supportive family and support group that will be patient

through this lengthly process.

Social development relating to adjusting to new culture

The social development relating to adjusting to a new culture will depend on the child’s
personality. Outgoing children may find the adjustment an easy process, whilst children with
apprehensive issues may react negatively towards this drastic change in lifestyle. Children
aged 0-14 years compromise 15% of Australia’s net overseas immigration®. This is a large
number of children having to adjust to Australia’s distinctive culture. Due to this large per
cent of the population, the government has set up programs to assist children adjust to this
dramatic cultural change. The government of South Australia has set up a support policy,
‘The New Arrivals Program’, also known as NAP. These school based programs deals with
teaching children primary school subjects whilst focusing on assisting them with learning
English. These programs would assist children to fit in socially as they are mingling with

other children experiencing similar difficulties with fitting into Australian society.

“The other students in my class were very patient, kind and understanding with the Russian
girt and went out of their way to include her in games and help her with work,”’ quotes Mrs
. Itis vital that children are felt included and valued, especially when starting a new
school or kindergarten. If children are not equipped with this necessity, it may lead to
loneliness or being the victim of bullying. However, the way the students fellow peers treat
the child is not always controllable. In this case, children need a support group to ensure

that they have someone there who values them. “The girl would get sad about missing her

¢ Australia Bureau of Statistics. Immigration, Australia 2009-10.

http://www.abs.gov.au/austats/abs@.nsf/Products/F#CSI&A... Date Accessed: 10/07/2012. Released:
16/06/2011.
7 junior primary school teacher. Interview: 2/8/2012,
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country and her old friends. She used to... run away from classmates at playtime and I'd see
her on her own looking sad... much time was spent trying to console her in the beginning
and trying to let her brother and father know that she was feeling sad and needed their help
to overcome sadness and loneliness”®, If children have an involved support group, they are
able to overcome what may be a traumatic experience. This support group may include

parents, siblings, teachers, friends and peers.

What coping mechanisms do children develop when they move Australia

Children are often not aware of their surrounding world and are often engaged into a world
built upon by their own personal experiences and perspectives. However, once moving a
child overseas, this often takes away many familiar surroundings and can be very difficult on
the child. Children’s speech and language pathologist, Lis! Fair states that “the reactions
from children will vary depending on their personality and development stage. A child’s

*_Some children

personality type influences the time a child may take to adjust to the move
react negatively towards this, adapting several behavioural mechanisms such as emotional
outbursts, disobedience and mishehaviour. However, some children react positively towards

this drastic life change and see the experience as an exciting adventure.

“Al had an imaginary friend after she left Malaysia. | think it really helped her cope
throughout that long period between the moves and when she started attending school as
it was about a two month gap. We just didn’t know anyone and the loneliness of having no

"OstatesA  a’s mother. This is an example of a

child companions must have caused it,
common coping mechanism children may develop throughout this experience. To assist
Al to settle socially into the Australia culture, her parents organized play dates with
members from their local church community. “Her friend disappeared after she began
school, | guess with her new schoo! friends she didn’t need her imaginary one anymore...
Al is very social, she came home from her first day at school with stories of her new

»11

friends,””" states Al 's elder sister.

8 junior primary school teacher. Interview: 2/8/2012.

? List Fair. ‘Effect Of Moving On Young Children’. http://suite101.com/article/effect-of-moving-on-young-
children-a179760#ixz2123QSDvFa. Date Published: 14" December 2009, Date Accessed: 28 lune 2012.
10| nterview with M. Ki r; mother of A Ki ;21" June 2012,

M |nterview with A: Ki ,sibling of A Ki r, 21% June 2012.
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12, This is to assist

Maintaining old routines that occurred in the original country is essentia
the child adjust not only physically and emotionally as their lives are often revolved around
their parents. If a child witnesses their parent’s routine change dramatically, it can be very
confusing and perplexing. Children rely on the stability of their guidance and mentors so
that they can focus on the comprehension of the changes in their own lives. However it is
necessary that communication is constant and children are able to express their feelings and

worries.

Conclusion
Throughout the research | have conducted, | have come to a conclusion that each individual
child reacts to moving abroad (to Australia) distinctively and each reaction to this dramatic

cultural and often language change can be either positive or negative.

When a child is learning a new language, this can be a very frustrating and confusing process
for both the child and the mentor. It is important that children have a compassionate and
helpful support group to help them along with communication struggles. This could involve
family, such as siblings closer to their age, parents, relatives, caregivers, teachers and peers.
Teachers and mentors can assist children with this process demonstrating strategies such as

using visuals.

Depending on the child’s social skills and confidence level, adjusting to a new culture can be
a difficult task, whereas outgoing children may find this amendment an easy process. The
Government of South Australia has set up school based programs to assist children adjusting
to Australian culture. These programs are called ‘The New Arrivals Program’ and focuses on
assisting children learn English. This enables them to communicate with English speaking
children of their age group, whilst being surrounded by other Immigrant students. However,
many children still find this a difficult process, like the young Russian student studied, they
often miss their friends and family they left behind. It is vital that children are included with
their peers at school to help them easily adjust. However, this is not controllable. Therefore
the child must have a supportive family and teacher to enable them to adjust to Australian

culture.

2 Moving Your Family Abroad. Parenthood.com. http://parenthood.com/article-
topics/moving your family abroad 39842. Date Accessed: 10/07/2012.
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Some children react negatively towards moving abroad, creating misbehaving coping
mechanisms. This can include fighting with their parents or caregivers, not listening to what
they are told and tantrums. However, not all children react negatively towards this move.
Some children develop a sense of adventure. Children may become lonely, like Al , the
Malaysian child studied and create an imaginary friend to help her cope. Managing old
routines from the precious country is important as many children respond to their daily

routine and if it is altered too much, may begin to react negatively.
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Child Studies Investigation

“How moving abroad can effect a child’s development?”

Introduction

Scope of the study

Due to contemporary forms of transport today, it is becoming easier to move overseas and
immigration rates are rapidly rising. Children aged 0-14 ysars now compromise 15% of
Australia’s net overseas immigration®. How does this cultural change affect young children?
The aim of this investigation is to research how moving abroad effects a young child’s
development. This does not include holidays overseas and the study is based on children

from other cultures moving to reside in Australia.

| will be using three focus questions to help assist and guide the study and structure of this
investigation. These are:

1. How well do children develop relating to learning a new language?

2. How well do young children adapt socially to such a drastic cultural change?

3. What coping mechanisms do children develop when they move Australia?

Methodology
For my investigation, I will be using a range of primary and secondary resources to

investigate this topic. This will include:

¢ Aninterview with a child who has experienced moving to Australia.

e Aninterview with an ESL teacher from a primary school to understand strategies
used to assist children speak English.

o The internet, this will include government sites such as the Australian Government
Department of Immigration and Citizenship.

o | will also use articles such as one by child’s language pathologist Lis| Fair which

focuses on how distinctive personality types can deal with moving abroad.

! Australia Bureau of Statistics. Immigration, Australia 2009-10.
ttp://www.abs.gov.au/austats/abs@ .nsf/Products/FHCSI&A... Date Accessed: 10/07/2012. Released:
16/06/2011.




