Religion Studies Source Analysis

a) What different kinds of ritual are suggested in Source 1?

Source one portrays eight different kinds of ritual; nevertheless, not all of these are looked upon as `sacred.' When distinguishing between the Sacred and the ordinary in this source, it is important to decide whether the ritual discussed indicates the presence of the Sacred. For sample, 'they dress up in team colours for the football every Saturday,' is not sacred because the purpose of football is not to get in touch with the Sacred, but a pleasurable experience for followers. Another example is, 'the child had water poured over her head and was named,' which can be looked upon as a baptism, (suggesting that this ritual is in fact sacred because it is a ritual of entering the Christian community) also be or a naming ceremony which is a family ritual, not necessarily encountering the 'Sacred.' 

b) 'Sacred rituals provide a sense of community' discuss this statement with reference to both Source 2 and 3, as well as to your studies this year.

The idea that sacred rituals provide a sense of community is a valid statement. In Source two, the concept, 'Rituals bring people together' is seen within Buddhist New Year celebrations. The title of this image immediately indicates that this is a religious festival, when the gathered community heightens connection with the Sacred. Not all people who engage in such celebrations are Buddhists, but may be on lookers, and thus the festival is not sacred to them. Gathering together to celebrate a ritual provides a sense of community. The concept of sacred rituals bringing people together is further explored within source 3 which says, "The repeated performance of rituals brings a group of people together, providing them with a sense of identity and meaning." This statement clearly highlights the power of sacred rituals, and accentuates the fact that the gathering together of one community not only acts as a means of socialization, but as a way of developing a sense of "identity and meaning" to the people who are a part of that tradition or religion. 
The book, "The Nature of Religion" supports the statement that, through Sacred Rituals a sense of community arises. However, it is important to understand, that before sacred rituals are developed, one must be a part of a religious understanding. Hence, the religion one is a part of; develops a religious understanding that is common amongst followers, "people who share a common religious understanding typically belong to communities that support them in their commitment." Thus, the rituals which they celebrate together provide a sense of community.


c) Drawing on all three sources and your studies this year, discuss and evaluate evidence for the distinction between 'the sacred' and `the profane.'

The Sacred may be described as something out of the ordinary, something which generates wonder, power and mystery, and is indescribable, numinous, or even “wholly other’. No one definition highlights exactly what the Sacred is, however it is clear that it is definitely something which generates awe. In contrast, the profane is generally described as ordinary and mundane; everything that is not “the Sacred’. The stark distinction between the Sacred and the profane can be seen within an example portrayed in Source One, "the Hindu washed in the sacred Ganges River" and "they dress up in team colours for the football every Saturday." The Hindu washing in the Ganges River is an example of a sacred ritual because Hindus view the Ganges River as a sacred river; however, dressing up in team colours for the football is not sacred. Despite being a ritual, it is viewed as profane because football followers do not have a thirst for being in touch with the Sacred.

Source Two's 'Sacred ritual' can also be questioned, because the image shows many onlookers, possibly tourists who seem to be taking part in this celebration. This celebration is sacred to the people conducting this ritual however, despite being out of the ordinary, the people who are tourists or on lookers would not treat it as a sacred moment; but as a 'colourful and entertaining performance.' Thus there is a distinction between the sacred and the profane portrayed in this source through the contrast in the people involved in the ritual and some of the onlookers.

Source three draws upon the idea that "rituals are often based on a major event established in the mythic or legendary past of the religious groups."  An example of this is the yearly ritual of Christmas, known as the 'birth of Christ’, celebrated by millions of people around the world. Nevertheless, this sacred celebration is not always treated as a sacred day; instead it is treated as a day of receiving presents from 'Santa Claus,' highlighting the fact that a sacred ritual has in some cases become profane. Many Christians celebrate this day remembering the true occasion, while others who do not believe in Christ, celebrate Christmas as a day of gift giving. Hence, the distinction between the sacred and the profane also addresses the fact that not all religions follow the same beliefs, thus what may be sacred for one religion, may be profane for the other.

Mircea Eliade, in his book 'The Sacred and the Profane,' explores the difference between the Sacred and the profane. Eliade suggests that "the sacred manifests itself", saying that the Sacred generates "awe inspiring mystery" and the numinous presenting itself as the "wholly other." Such descriptions of the Sacred as being powerful, accentuate that the sacred is different from the profane. "Sacred and profane are two modes of being in the world". This statement highlights that there is a stark distinction between what is sacred and what is profane in the world in which we live.



Performance Standards for Stage 2 Religion Studies

	
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Investigation and Application
	Analysis and Evaluation
	Reflection

	A
	Insightful explanation of different religious beliefs, perspectives, and experiences, within and across traditions.

Clear and in-depth knowledge and perceptive understanding of religious and spiritual ideas, concepts, and issues in selected sources.
	Sustained and logical development and application of appropriate investigation methods, including highly productive use of inquiry skills.

Insightful and appropriate application of knowledge and understanding of religions and spiritualities in local and global contexts.

In-depth investigation and detailed explanation of a range of religious and spiritual phenomena.

Well-informed, clear, and well-structured communication, and well-reasoned presentation of conclusions.
	Perceptive and critical analysis of religious and spiritual ideas, concepts, and issues in selected sources.

In-depth and well-informed analysis of the various ways in which religion and spirituality in Australia have an impact on, and are influenced by, sociocultural, historical, and/or political events and attitudes.

Insightful and critical evaluation of definitions of religion and spirituality.
	Insightful and critical reflection on the personal significance of religions and spiritualities in traditional and contemporary societies.
Well-informed and perceptive consideration and explanation of the social significance of religions and spiritualities in traditional and contemporary societies.

Well-informed and perceptive exploration of the relevance of religions and spiritualities in contemporary Australia.

	B
	Well-considered explanation of different religious beliefs, perspectives, and experiences, within and across traditions.

Mostly clear and detailed knowledge and well-informed understanding of religious and spiritual ideas, concepts, and issues in selected sources.
	Clear development and application of appropriate investigation methods, including productive use of inquiry skills.

Well-considered and appropriate application of knowledge and understanding of religions and spiritualities in local and global contexts.

Some depth of investigation and accurate explanation of a range of religious and spiritual phenomena.

Mostly well-informed, clear and structured communication, and reasoned presentation of conclusions. 
	Clear and critical analysis of religious and spiritual ideas, concepts, and issues in selected sources.

Detailed and well-informed analysis of the various ways in which religion and spirituality in Australia have an impact on, and are influenced by, sociocultural, historical, and/or political events and attitudes.

Considered and critical evaluation of definitions of religion and spirituality.
	Thoughtful and critical reflection on the personal significance of religions and spiritualities in traditional and contemporary societies.

Well-informed consideration and explanation of the social significance of religions and spiritualities in traditional and contemporary societies.

Well-informed exploration of the relevance of religions and spiritualities in contemporary Australia.

	C
	Some considered explanation of different religious beliefs, perspectives, and experiences, within and across traditions.

Generally relevant knowledge and informed understanding of religious and spiritual ideas, concepts, and issues in selected sources.
	Competent development and application of appropriate investigation methods, including generally productive use of inquiry skills.

Appropriate application of knowledge and understanding of religions and spiritualities in local and global contexts.

Competent investigation and explanation of a range of religious and spiritual phenomena. Explanation may include some inaccuracies.

Generally informed, clear, and structured communication, with some reasoned conclusions. 
	Generally clear analysis of religious and spiritual ideas, concepts, and issues in selected sources.

Informed analysis of some of the ways in which religion and spirituality in Australia have an impact on, and are influenced by, sociocultural, historical, and/or political events and attitudes.

Some critical evaluation of definitions of religion and spirituality, tending towards description.
	Considered reflection on the personal significance of religions and spiritualities in traditional and contemporary societies.

Generally informed consideration and explanation of the social significance of religions and spiritualities in traditional and contemporary societies.

Informed exploration of the relevance of religions or spiritualities in contemporary Australia.

	D
	Description of aspects of more than one religious belief, perspective, or experience, within or across tradtitions.

Identification and some consideration of one or more religious and/or spiritual ideas, concepts, or issues in a selected source or sources.
	Application of aspects of an investigation method, including inconsistent use of some inquiry skills.

Application of some basic knowledge of religions or spiritualities in local and global contexts.

Partial investigation and explanation of aspects of religious and spiritual phenomena, with limited detail and some inaccuracies.

Disjointed and partly informed communication, with inclusion of some summary comments.
	Description and some attempted analysis or consideration of aspects of religious or spiritual ideas, concepts and issues, with partial reference to sources.

Description and some attempted analysis or consideration of one or more ways in which religion and spirituality in Australia have an impact on, and are influenced by, events or attitudes.

Some recognition and description of definitions of religion or spirituality.
	Some reflection on the personal significance of religions or spiritualities in traditional and contemporary societies.

Some basic consideration and description of the social significance of a religion or spirituality in a traditional and contemporary society.

Partial exploration of the relevance of religions or spiritualities in contemporary Australia.

	E
	Identification of one or more beliefs, perspectives, or experiences, in a religious tradition.

Limited consideration of any religious or spiritual ideas, concepts, or issues in a selected source.
	Attempted application of aspects of an investigation method, including identification of one or more sources of information.

Attempted application of some emerging awareness of religions or spiritualities.

Communication of some awareness of a religious phenomenon.

Attempted communication of limited information.
	Attempted description of a religious or spiritual idea, concept, or issue, with limited reference to any sources of information.

Description of limited aspects of religion or spirituality in Australia.

Listing of some definitions of religion or spirituality.
	Recognition of the personal significance of an aspect of religion or spirituality in traditional or contemporary societies.

Limited consideration of the social significance of religions or spiritualities in traditional or contemporary societies.

Attempted exploration of an aspect of the relevance of religion or spirituality in contemporary Australia.


Knowledge and Understanding


Demonstrates insightful explanation of the different religious perspectives of the sacred and profane.





Demonstrates knowledge of concepts in a selected source. 





Critical Analysis and Evaluation


Demonstrates perceptive and critical analysis and evaluation of religions and spiritual ideas related to ritual and the concepts of ‘the sacred’ and ‘the profane’ from a selected source.





Critical Analysis and Evaluation


Demonstrates in-depth and well-informed critical analysis of the ways in which religion and spirituality have an impact on, and are influenced by socio-cultural historical events and attitudes.





Critical Reflection


Demonstrates explanation of the social significance of religious spirituality in traditional and contemporary societies. 





Critical Reflection and Evaluation


Insightful evaluation of definitions of religion and spirituality linked to concepts of the sacred and the profane. 





Additional comments


In reviewing the analysis, there is clear and sustained evidence of knowledge and understanding at an ‘A’ level throughout the work.
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