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STAGE 2 LEGAL STUDIES
ASSESSMENT TYPE 2: INQUIRY
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Knowledge and Understanding
Analysis and Evaluation
This is an effective explanation of the issues pertaining to social cohesion. There is knowledge and understanding as well as considered evaluation of the legal principles relating to euthanasia law. This is reflected in the astute judgments about the tensions involved in making a law that reflects the values of society and also sets acceptable standards of behavior (KU1, AE2).
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Text Box
Knowledge and Understanding
This shows detailed and well-considered understanding of the function of law as well as how euthanasia law relates to the division of powers under the Constitution  - including the example of how the Commonwealth overruled the 1995 NT legislation (KU2).
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Knowledge and Understanding
This demonstrates detailed knowledge and well-considered understanding of the range of influences that impact on the development of euthanasia laws  - eg the impact of laws passed in other jurisdictions, the influence of individual MPs and pressure groups (KU1).
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Text Box
Inquiry
There is evidence of considered and critical location of relevant sources throughout, for example in paragraph 4. There is a reasonably broad range of sources used, mostly relevant and reputable. Quotations are generally used to good effect (I1).
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Text Box
Knowledge and Understanding
There is awareness of the role of various pressure groups such as `Doctors opposed to euthanasia' and how such groups impact on the formulation of proposed laws (KU1).
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Text Box
Analysis and Evaluation
The report explores the competing arguments about the introduction of euthanasia laws in SA and makes a thoughtful evaluation of these. The conclusion reached is informed (AE3).
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Text Box
Analysis and Evaluation
The report explores the competing arguments about the introduction of euthanasia laws in SA and makes a thoughtful evaluation of these. The conclusion reached is informed (AE3).
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Communication
There is a considered and critical location of a variety of relevant sources (C3).
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Additional Comments
.
Grade: B-
.
This Inquiry Report sits mainly within the B Band. The Report provides evidence of `detailed knowledge' and `well-considered understanding' of the relevant influences on the laws relating to euthanasia. The Report demonstrates the same level of knowledge and understanding of how euthanasia law relates to the division of powers under the Constitution and refers appropriately to the fate of the Northern Territory's 1995 legislation (KU 1 and 2).
.
A broad range of sources is used and most are highly reputable and relevant. Quotations are used to good effect (I1). The critique of legal processes and structures in the evaluation of whether or not the Bill should be passed is however `competent' rather than `convincing' which reflects C Band achievement. The recommendation for change is `considered' (I2).
.
There is a `considered' rather than `well-considered' analysis of the legal principles and processes relating to euthanasia laws and this also reflects C Band achievement (AE2). The Report is effective in considering the competing arguments regarding euthanasia laws and presents a `thoughtful evaluation' of these culminating in an `informed conclusion' (AE 3).
.
The written expression throughout is `mostly accurate and coherent' and there are some `well-informed observations and opinions' (C1). Legal terminology is appropriately used and shows some depth of understanding. The referencing is `mostly consistent'  - there are some references missing from the reference list but acknowledged in the text. There is some inconsistency in the in-text referencing (C 2 and 3).




Performance Standards for Stage 2 Legal Studies 

 Knowledge and 
Understanding 

Inquiry Analysis and 
Evaluation 

Communication 

A Comprehensive knowledge and 
perceptive understanding of 
relevant influences on the 
Australian legal system. 

Comprehensive knowledge and 
astute understanding of legal 
principles, processes, and 
structures.  

Perceptive recognition and 
understanding of ways in which 
the Australian legal system 
responds to diverse groups in 
the community. 

Astute and critical location, 
selection, documentation, and 
application of relevant sources. 

Incisive critique of legal 
processes and structures, with 
well-informed and well-
considered recommendations 
for change. 

Comprehensive analysis of the 
Australian legal, constitutional, 
and justice systems. 

Perceptive analysis of 
principles, processes, and 
structures in legal systems. 

Perceptive evaluation of legal 
issues or concepts through 
discussion and illustration of 
opposing arguments to reach 
an informed conclusion. 

Consistently accurate and 
coherent communication of highly 
informed observations and 
opinions on contemporary legal 
issues and debates, using 
different forms. 

Appropriate and astute use of 
legal terminology, indicating in-
depth understanding. 

Consistent and appropriate 
acknowledgment of a diverse 
range of sources. 

B Detailed knowledge and well-
considered understanding of 
relevant influences on the 
Australian legal system. 

Detailed knowledge and well-
considered understanding of 
legal principles, processes, and 
structures.  

Thoughtful recognition and 
understanding of ways in which 
the Australian legal system 
responds to diverse groups in 
the community. 

Considered and critical location, 
selection, documentation, and 
application of relevant sources. 

Convincing critique of legal 
processes and structures, with 
informed and considered 
recommendations for change. 

Detailed analysis of the 
Australian legal, constitutional, 
and justice systems. 

Well-considered analysis of 
principles, processes, and 
structures in legal systems. 

Thoughtful evaluation of legal 
issues or concepts through 
discussion and illustration of 
opposing arguments to reach 
an informed conclusion. 

Mostly accurate and coherent 
communication of well-informed 
observations and opinions on 
contemporary legal issues and 
debates, using different forms. 

Appropriate and well-considered 
use of legal terminology, 
indicating some depth in 
understanding. 

Mostly consistent and appropriate 
acknowledgment of a range of 
sources. 

C Appropriate knowledge and 
considered understanding of 
relevant influences on the 
Australian legal system. 

Appropriate knowledge and 
considered understanding of 
legal principles, processes, and 
structures.  

Considered recognition and 
understanding of ways in which 
the Australian legal system 
responds to diverse groups in 
the community. 

Considered location, selection, 
documentation, and application 
of relevant sources. 

Competent critique of legal 
processes and structures, with 
some informed and considered 
recommendations for change. 

Informed analysis of the 
Australian legal, constitutional, 
and justice systems. 

Considered analysis of 
principles, processes, and 
structures in legal systems. 

Considered evaluation of legal 
issues or concepts through 
discussion and illustration of 
opposing arguments to reach a 
conclusion. 

Generally accurate and coherent 
communication of informed 
observations and opinions on 
contemporary legal issues and 
debates, using different forms. 

Appropriate and considered use 
of legal terminology, indicating 
competent understanding. 

Mostly appropriate 
acknowledgment of sources. 

D Some recognition and 
awareness of one or more 
influences on the Australian legal 
system. 

Some awareness of legal 
principles, processes, or 
structures. 

Some recognition of ways in 
which the Australian legal 
system responds to diverse 
groups in the community. 

Some thought given to the 
location, selection, 
documentation, and/or 
application of sources. 

Basic consideration of some 
legal processes and structures, 
with simple recommendations 
for change. 

Some consideration of analysis 
of the Australian legal, 
constitutional, and justice 
systems. 

Superficial consideration of 
principles, processes, and 
structures in legal systems. 

Some consideration of legal 
issues or concepts through 
discussion and description of 
some arguments. 

Some accuracy in communication 
of basic observations or opinions 
on contemporary legal issues or 
debates, in one or more forms.  

Some use of legal terminology, 
indicating awareness of the need 
for appropriate use. 

Some inconsistent 
acknowledgment of sources. 

E Limited awareness of influences 
on the Australian legal system. 

Limited awareness of any legal 
principles, processes, or 
structures. 

Emerging awareness of one or 
more ways in which the 
Australian legal system responds 
to diverse groups in the 
community. 

Attempted location, selection, 
documentation, or application of 
sources that may be relevant. 

Limited awareness of legal 
processes or structures. 

Brief description of an aspect of 
analysis of the Australian legal, 
constitutional, and justice 
systems. 

Brief description of one or more 
principles, structures, or 
processes in legal systems. 

Limited consideration of a legal 
issue or concept through 
observation of a discussion. 

Limited accuracy in 
communication through a 
selected form, with few 
observations or opinions on 
contemporary legal issues.  

Restricted use of legal 
terminology, indicating limited 
awareness of the need for 
appropriate use. 

Limited acknowledgment of 
sources. 
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