


design brie

A popular, contemporary product design company has approached me. as their
graphic designer. with a brief to create various designs as part of a new limited
edition range. They would like these designs to represent high end affordable
budgets whist being flexible and targetting young adults interests and desires.

The company has requested for me to create designs for various stationary items
including: a calendar. notebook. pens, a diary. mugs and some framed art prints.
These designs need to be versatile and have a visual aesthetic linked to natural
forms and textures whilst portraying the design movement of minimalism and
showing contrast between natural and organic forms.

It has been asked that | focus on the design elements of space. shape. texture and
colour and the principles of rhythm. movement and unity. While creating the designs
I need to ensure they incorporate type as well as exploring different variations of
natural colours and textures.

As the focus for the company's products strongly targets the audience who
appreciate minimilism and simplicity. there will need to be some experimentation
to discover how products can be designed effectively and efficiently to be able
to mass produce these products for selling purposes. | look forward to working
alongside this company to put their dreams and goals into action and help them
stand out from other similar businesses.
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Practitioner’s Statement 1

A contemporary product design company recently approached me with the vision to create a variety of
designs for a new limited range of stationery (pens, notebook, diary, calendar, mug) and digital prints.
The designs needed to highlight the beauty of macro textures inspired by the work of Danish graphic
designer, Kristina Krogh. Designs were required to demonstrate the principle of minimalism through
creative use of space, shape, texture and colour.

To employ the principles of minimalism, | knew my resolved compositions would require a ‘less is more’
approach, reducing designs to only the essential forms of colour, shape and texture. Kristina Krogh's
series of graphic designs reveal a strong focus on natural materials and surfaces, which have been
cropped and juxtaposed to create intriguing geometric compositions. Despite being filled with texture
and decorative patterns, her works reflect the movement of minimalism through use of clean, defined
shapes that contrast to the empty negative space in the background. Similar to Kristina Krogh’s style, |
explored the work of Lucy Shires, a photographic artist who finds inspiration from the natural textures
and objects around her, valuing surfaces often overlooked or disregarded.

Inspired by Shires’ process, | used macrophotography techniques to photograph textures within my
environment. By photographing both manmade materials and organic textures from the natural world, |
captured unexpected combinations that made me appreciate the intricate details we often overlook. My
final designs consist of both geometric and organic shapes made up of textural photographs and my

own artistic experiments with ink and colour. While the combination of both organic shapes with
defined, straight edges would usually promote tension and confusion, my compositions use white space
to provide clear entry points and a sense of rest for the viewer to digest the information.

Twelve unique compositions were formed with careful consideration of colour balance and textural
harmony. When evaluating the functionality of the calendar pages, | placed each design alongside one
another, then grouped them symbolically for each season. It was essential the designs flowed with one
another and made key references to seasons/events/festivals. For example, emphasising brown/orange
earthy tones was suitable for suggesting the falling leaves of autumn. Changes from winter to spring
showed slow transitions from geometric patterns into organic ones. Applying the designs to a calendar
format gave me the opportunity to explore readable script font choices that would unify both type and
imagery. The landscape orientation of calendar grid below each design complimented the structure and
simplicity of the graphics.

I used photographed textures within the positive space of typefaces to draw a connection to the
graphics | developed. The mug featured the word ‘breathe’ in a script font, using a combination green
foliage and tree bark within the type. Alternatively, the diary, notebook and calendar headings used a
combination of script and serif fonts to add visual interest and contrast. When selecting compositions to
feature in frames as digital prints, | opted for three designs that were unified through similar shapes. |
modified the designs to incorporate similar textures and colour scheme, creating balance and harmony
when presented together. This process verified that my designs were indeed versatile and adaptable
across a wide range of paraphernalia, whilst demonstrating my minimalist design aesthetic.






