STAGE 2 CHILD STUDIES

ASSESSMENT TYPE 3: INVESTIGATION
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[image: image11.png]"Denying opportunities to increase an individual's potential becomes an issue of social justice and discrimination"
. Contemporary society is structured around the belief that positive, successful schooling experiences underpin an individual's ability to achieve their personal capacity. "Supporting children's education and learning is one of the most effective means of breaking the cycle of disadvantage and ensuring all children have the same opportunity to realize their potential."
 Accordingly, there is an increasing movement away from isolating children with intellectual disabilities in 'special' classes, units or schools and integrating them into mainstream classrooms. The advantages and disadvantages for both the individual and other students form the basis of the debate surrounding this issue. Thus, this study relates to both 'Sociocultural' and 'Contemporary and Future Issues' Areas of Study.

SCOPE OF THE STUDY

As preliminary research revealed a diverse range of intellectual disabilities, this study focuses solely on Autism. In this investigation, mainstream schooling is defined as primary schools in the public sector that do not have a 'special' class or unit, mainly concentrating on 5-6 year old children. Thus, the aim is to determine:
"Should intellectually disabled children have the opportunity to mainstream schooling?"

The following guide the discussion:

1. What does 'learning' mean for an Autistic child?

2. What are the advantages/disadvantages of mainstreaming for the Autistic child?

3. What are the advantages/disadvantages of mainstreaming on the classmates?
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METHODOLOGY

This investigation utilised primary and secondary resources. While secondary sources, such as reliable internet sites, paper and e-books, radio segments and newspaper articles provided factual information, the interviews delved into personal perspectives and opinions that highlighted a range of viewpoints. Interviewing parents and teachers of Autistic children who had strong vested interest in the topic, possibly lead to biased responses. A more balanced perspective could have been gained through interviewing an impartial health or education professional. Surveying classmates provided an enlightening perspective, while the survey conducted with 20 individuals across the general public confirmed the views expressed by both primary and secondary sources of information.
WHAT DOES 'LEARNING' MEAN FOR AN AUTISTIC CHILD?

[image: image13.png]Autism encompasses impaired characterisation of social and emotional development and deprivation of most "learning processes that occur from sensory experiences."
 Therefore, 'learning' for an Autistic child cannot be confined to a narrow band of cognitive development, rather should be seen as the ability to: undertake some responsibility for daily tasks; behave appropriately in a variety of social situations and be an effective family member.

J_____ partially supported this view, stating that learning for an Autistic child "depends on the individual"
 as "their engagement in learning is often what appeals to them at the time.
 Given the options, all mothers of Autistic children considered the following as 'learning' for their child:
· Behaving appropriately in different social situations

· Working effectively in educational/family contexts
· Improving reading/writing ability

- Improving socialisation/communication skills

- Expanding cognitive/sensory development

· Building relationships with peers

· Understanding emotions

Additionally, L_____ firmly expressed that, "socialization and communication with other children" was an imperative aspect of learning for her child.

Survey participants predominately identified 'repetitive routines', 'unable to initiate and maintain conversations' and 'emotionally unresponsive' as Autism characteristics. (Graph 1)
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They believe ‘learning’ for an Autistic child must primarily incorporate improvement of socialisation and communication skill; building positive relationships with peers and understanding emotions. (Graph 2)
[image: image16.png]Graph 4; Which of the foliowing da you consider advantages of mainstreamingforan
Autistic child? Please mark on the scale of 1-5 (1 being a minor advantage)

Medifying the child's behaviour so thay can function is social sinuztions

| !

; |

Potentist disappearance of sagragzticn E E
i 1

i !

i ;

]

Preparasthem for tha raallife community s
, N B4
tearnic foliow insiructions
: = 5 = ! K
Larger scopa of models fe learn Trom :
e s : . . i B2
Clecinlineiz enforcad jo & gragier exien |
Bl

Encoursged and supperizad by paers

Baingsiiaiad zround nermal’ children will crazie larger scope for socizl intaraciion





[image: image1]
WHAT ARE THE ADVANTAGES AND DISADVATAGES OF MAINSTREAMING FOR THE AUTISTIC CHILD?

"About one third of students with an Autism Spectrum Disorder in South Australia attends mainstream schooling and access the regular curriculum.”
 Access to appropriate, public education is an entitlement of all Australians to "ensure that no student is discriminated against because of his or her disability."
 Arguably, mainstreaming provides greater scope for Autistic children to model socially acceptable behaviours of their 'normally' developing peers.
 
 This promotes opportunities for collaboration,
 social interaction and higher academic achievement,
 thus improving concerns of self esteem and impaired developmental functioning.
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Taking this approach, L____ mainstreamed her child as she wanted, "M____ to be exposed to a normal upbringing so that he could simulate the behaviour of 'normal' children, as opposed to intellectually disabled children."
 L___ stated that mainstreaming "worked well,'
 possibly as, "M___ was lucky enough to have his own support teacher from the Autism Association for a few hours a week."

This was reciprocated by M____ who mainstreamed her child hoping it would help him "be included in our real community and world.”

Despite extensive theoretical advantages, T___ stated, "there have been very few benefits gained by A____ from mainstreaming in her learning capacity."
 However, T___ believed that mainstreaming A____ did result in some social benefits. Despite some differences in opinions, the mothers agreed that opportunities for positive social role modelling were the overriding benefit of mainstreaming for their child. (Chart 3) 
	Chart 3: What do you consider the advantages of mainstreaming your
child?

	L
	M
	T

	· Larger scope of models to learn from

· Potential disappearance of segregation

· Being situated around ‘normal’ children created larger opportunities for social interaction
	· Being situated around ‘normal’ children created larger opportunity for social interaction

· Understanding and application of appropriate social behaviours

· Encouraged and supported by peers

· Prepared my child for the real life community
	· Being situated around ‘normal’ children created larger opportunity for social interaction

· Encouraged and supported by peers

· Learnt to follow instructions


While J_____ agreed that mainstreaming 'prepares children for real life', he perceives the only other advantage as being 'learning to follow instructions.'
 Survey participants strongly felt that the main advantages of mainstreaming of Autistic children are: ‘preparation for the real life community’; ‘encouragement and support for peers’ and ‘being situated around normal children creates larger scope for social interaction’. (Graph 4)
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Despite advantages, there are disadvantages of mainstreaming Autistic children. Mainstreaming requires, "more staff training and knowledge of special education techniques"
 to effectively teach Autistic children. If this is not readily available, learning requirements of Autistic children may be inadequately met. "It's hard.... in the mainstream schools because if they are not supported properly they are going to be bullied."
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T_____ moderately supported this, claiming that, “Teachers.... do not look at the individual child and their learning needs. A_____ seems to fit outside their abilities to help.
… Even the special education teachers don’t have the skill”.
 This can be attributed to, "class sizes up to 30 which make it impossible to have enough of the teacher's time."
 T_____ believed her child was disadvantaged from mainstreaming in the following ways: “increased anxiety; school was ignorant to her particular needs, teacher didn’t have the training and knowledge to teach an Autistic child” and having to “learn at a fast pace — she was unable to keep up”.

While M_____ and L_____ agreed that mainstreaming their child caused 'increased anxiety', 'bullying and teasing', neither identified insufficient learning support as an issue impacting on their children. J_____ also considered bullying to be a disadvantage of mainstreaming, stating that “it's a huge issue.”

Survey results supported all views, with ‘having to learn at a fast pace – unable to keep up’; ‘teachers may not have sufficient training/knowledge’ and ‘bullying/teasing’ being the most strongly considered disadvantages of mainstreaming on Autistic children (Graph 5).
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WHAT ARE THE ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES OF MAINSTREAMING ON THE CLASSMATES?
It is believed that mainstreaming of Autistic children detracts time and attention from 'normal' children thus affecting classmates' crucial learning and development.
 "The current ratio is one teacher to every eight special needs students."
 However, this depends on resources available and the particular needs of the Autistic child
. Additionally, "Violent episodes...are related to difficulties with behaviour in terms of the student with Autism coping in the school setting."

Believing mainstreaming poses more disadvantages than advantages on classmates, J_____ supported this view. He stated that, “Yes, it builds understanding, but also frustration. Kids are kids — they are caring and sharing to a point; but are also selfish and want their rights”,
 adding, “There is a very doubtful benefit, unless the Autistic child is close to fully functioning. Learning about disability and Autism awareness doesn’t require a child to share a class with one”.
 Regarding disadvantages, J_____ identified disruption to learning; potential social disharmony; delayed curriculum and teacher's attention focussed on Autistic child.

Both M_____ and L_____ considered the disadvantages for the classmates as `disruption to learning' and 'teacher's attention focussed on Autistic child.'
 T_____ believed classmates would suffer from 'disruption to learning', "The teacher being stressed most of the time because of workload impacts on students."

A survey conducted with a junior primary class indicated a majority of classmates felt their learning was disrupted because of mainstreaming an Autistic child (Graph 6): the most common explanation of disruption was 'irritating/aggressive behaviour' (Graph 7). 
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The majority of survey respondents deemed ‘teacher’s attention focused on the Autistic child’ and ‘disruption to learning’ as the primary disadvantages of mainstreaming (Graph 8).
While there are disadvantages, mainstreaming an Autistic child can significantly benefit classmates. "Many people believe that educating non-disabled students and students with disabilities together creates an atmosphere of understanding and tolerance that better prepares students of all abilities to function in the world beyond school."

Conversely, T_____ strongly opposed this view, stating that, "I do not see any benefit to the classroom."
 Similarly, J_____ claimed, "I actually feel that over time it builds intolerance rather than tolerance. Children who gravitate to assist tend to be those who lack friends themselves."
 When asked about building skills to assist the disadvantaged, J_____ stated, "Ideally yes, but I have yet to see an Autistic child invited to another child's house to play, a birthday party, or share phone numbers."

However, M__ believed mainstreaming benefits the classmates in the following ways:

· Broadens children's awareness of diversity within our society

· Builds understanding that not all of society is as mentally advantaged as some

· Children are able to assist the disadvantaged

· Builds social conscience and empathy

· Interaction with dissimilar personalities
· Regular exposure to Autism lessens the anxiousness of the unknown.

L_____ considered the benefits 'broaden children's awareness of the diversity within our society', 'build social conscience and understanding', 'regular exposure to Autism lessens the anxiousness of the unknown.’

The majority of Junior primary survey respondents identified that they helped their Autistic classmate by 'explaining', 'helping in PE lessons' and 'being friendly', thus building skills of assisting the disadvantaged and building social conscience and empathy (Graph 9). 
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Survey results indicated that the public predominately considered 'broadens children's awareness on the diversity’ as an advantage of mainstreaming (Graph 10).
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CONCLUSION

Positive educational experiences facilitate an individual's ability to achieve their optimum potential. Denying opportunities for the intellectually disabled to achieve this in a mainstream environment raises issues surrounding discrimination and social justice. As a result, there has been an increasing movement away from segregating children with intellectual disabilities to integrating them into mainstream classrooms.
Autism involves impaired characterisation of social and emotional development, and deficiency in learning experiences that involve sensory experiences. As a result, 'learning' cannot be strictly confined to cognitive development, but encompasses behaving appropriately in social situations; working effectively in an educational and family context; improving socialisation and communication skills; building relationships with peers and understanding emotions.
Mainstreaming Autistic children presents many advantages and disadvantages for the individual. A mainstream classroom provides larger scope of children who model socially acceptable behaviours that Autistic children can assimilate, as well as increased opportunities for social interaction and collaboration. Conversely, due to insufficient teacher training and knowledge, learning requirements fail to be adequately met, setting the individual up for potential failure. Furthermore, the Autistic child is a target for harassment and bullying.
There are positive and negative impacts of mainstreaming for the classmates. Depending on available resources and severity of Autism, mainstreaming detracts crucial time and attention from 'normal' children, thus negatively impacting on their vital early learning and development. Additionally, if Autistic children do not successfully adjust to the social setting in classrooms, classmates can be subject to violent outbreaks. However, mainstreaming also generates an atmosphere of compassion and tolerance that prepares children well for the world beyond schooling.
Thus, it can be seen that mainstreaming the intellectually disabled is a complex issue. The continuing debate surrounding the well established advantages and disadvantages to both the individual and classmates make it difficult to reach a resolution. As a result, mainstreaming continues to remain unresolved in contemporary society.
Word count: 1990


BIBLIOGRAPHY

PRIMARY SOURCES:

INTERVIEWS 

A.M., Parent of an Autistic child, interviewed: 31/07/2010

C.J., Teacher of an Autistic child, interviewed: 06/07/2010

C. L., Parent of an Autistic child, interviewed: 07/07/2010

C.T., Parent of an Autistic child, interviewed: 05/07/2010

SURVEYS

Survey on mainstreaming Autistic children, general public, 20 participants

Survey on mainstreaming impacts on classmates, junior primary class, 22 participants, conducted: 12/07/2010

SECONDARY SOURCES:

ARTICLES 

BBC News 1999, More Disabled Children in Mainstream Schools, viewed: 18/06/2010 <http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/education/449408.stm>

Joanna Vaughan, Special Needs Student Funding Attacked, The Advertiser 2009, viewed: 22/07/2010

<http://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/special-needs-student-funding-attacked/story​e6freo8c-1225784322245>

Renato Costello, Schoolroom Alarm, Sunday Mail 2007, viewed: 01/08/2010

Sarah Mennie, She Made a Plea at School for Bullies to Stop. They Haven't, Sunday Mail 2010, viewed: 02/08/2010

BOOKS 

Dr Min, S, Lena, H, 'Living with Autism', Times Editions, 2003, viewed: 02/07/2010

Stillman, W, 'The Everything Parent's Guide to Children with Asperger's Syndrome, Adams Media, an F+W Publications, 2005, viewed: 30/06/2010

Targ Brill, M, 'Autism, Marshall Cavendish Benchmark, 2008, viewed: 11/07/2010

E-BOOKS 

Gary B. Mesibov, Victoria Shea, Full Inclusion and Students with Autism, Springer Netherlands 2005, viewed 07/08/2010

<http://www.springerlink.com/content/u613750553077653/>

Julie Allan, Actively Seeking Inclusion; Pupils with Special Needs In Mainstream Schools, Falmer Press, London 1998

<http://books.google.com/books?h1=en&irt--8Lid=rGRhB2jnTHAC&oi=fnd&pg=PR7&dcr:in clusion+ini-mainstream+schools&ots=PkuT8RMfae&sig=sUrSBgwetVwfdkmk26oxBMmx 1JA#v=onepage&q&i=false>

Walker, Sue and Berthelsen, Donna C. Social Inclusion of Young Children with Autistic Spectrum Disorder in Australian early Childhood Programs, University of NSW, Sydney 2007, viewed: 01/08/2010

<http://eprints.qut.edu.au/13250/>

RADIO

104.1 Today Network, Talkback segment on mainstreaming Autistic children, aired: 04/07/2010

WEBSITES 

Academic Dictionaries and Encyclopaedias 2009, Mainstreaming in Education, date viewed: 12/08/2010

<http://en.academic.ruiclic.nsf/enwiki/1721784>

Autism SA, Frequently Asked Questions about Autism Spectrum Disorders, viewed: 07/08/2010

<http://www.autismsa.org.au/pages.aspx?sid=103#school>

Castillo, A 2007, Mainstreaming – a Special Education Debate, date viewed: 04/08/2010 <http://msaek.blogspot.com/2007/10/mainstreaming-analysis.html>

Dr. Christopher Kllewer Dr. Christi Kasa-Hendrickson 2005, Every Child Strengthens the Literate Community, date viewed: 07/08/2010 
<http://www.uni.edu/inclusion/benefits_of inclusion.htm>

Dr. Deborah Bauers, How Autism affects a child's development, viewed: 12/07/2010 <http://www.helium.com/items/1141395-the-developmental-delays-of-an-autistic​child>

Hincha-Ownby M, Autism Education Models: Self Contained Classrooms, Mainstreaming and Inclusion, viewed: 09/08/2010

<http://www.suite101.com/content/autism-education-models-a41470>

Lisa Jo Rudy, Public School and Autism Education: Pros and Cons, viewed: 20/07/2010 <http://autisrn.about.com/od/schoolandsummer/a/pubschoolprocon.htrn>

Perles K, Inclusion for Special Needs Students: Advantages and Benefits, viewed: 23/07/2010

<http://www.brighthub.com/education/specialiarticles/66128.aspx>

Powell, J 2008, Mainstreaming the Autistic child, date viewed: 05/08/2010 <http://www.helium.com/items/1013687-mainstreaming-the-autistic-child>

Shannon L. Berg, The Advantages and Disadvantages of the Inclusion of Students with Disabilities Into Regular Education Classrooms, University of Wisconsin Stout 2004, viewed: 01/06/2010

<http://www.uwstoutedu/static/lib/thesis/2005/2005bergs.pdf>

The Smith Family 2010, About the Smith Family, date viewed: 27/06/2010 <http://aroundthebayfundraising.com.au/?About>

The Today Show America, Class of 2020: Mainstreaming Autistic Children, viewed: 15/07/2010

<http://aliday.msnbc.msn.comLnews/2008/04/09/4378391-class-of-2020- mainstreaming-autistic-children>

The University of Queensland, Integrated School Better for Children with Autism, viewed: 25/06/2010

<http://www.uq.edu.au/news/index.htmParticle=1043>

Wikipedia 2009, Mainstreaming (Education), date viewed: 04/08/2010 <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mainstreaming (education)> 
Performance Standards for Stage 2 Child Studies

	
	Investigation and Critical Analysis
	Problem-solving
	Practical Application
	Collaboration
	Evaluation

	A
	In-depth investigation and perceptive critical analysis of contemporary trends and/or issues related to the health and well-being of children.

Perceptive analysis of information for relevance and appropriateness, with appropriate acknowledgment of sources.

Highly effective application of literacy and numeracy skills, including clear and consistent use of appropriate terminology.
	Astute identification and discussion of factors involved in problem-solving related to the health and well-being of children. 

Astute and very appropriate decision-making about problem-solving and implementation strategies.

Clear and very relevant justification of decisions about problem-solving and implementation strategies.
	Ongoing and productive implementation of safe management practices and appropriate techniques, and sophisticated generation and maintenance of quality control.

Productive and efficient organisation and management of time and resources.

Logical selection and application of the most appropriate technology to prepare learning activities for children in a culturally diverse society.
	Initiation of ideas and procedures, display of leadership within the group, and proactive and inclusive response to members of the group.

Proactive and focused involvement in group activities and discussions to support the health and well-being of children.
	Insightful evaluation of the processes and outcomes of practical and group activities, including their own performance.

Sophisticated appraisal of the impact of technology on the health and well-being of children.

Insightful explanation of the connections between research and/or planning, and practical application.

In-depth evaluation of contemporary trends and/or issues related to child development in a variety of settings.

	B
	Detailed investigation and well-considered critical analysis of contemporary trends and/or issues related to the health and well-being of children.

Well-considered analysis of information for relevance and appropriateness, with appropriate acknowledgment of sources.
Effective application of literacy and numeracy skills, including mostly clear use of appropriate terminology.
	Well-considered identification and discussion of factors involved in problem-solving related to the health and well-being of children.

Well-considered and appropriate decision-making about problem-solving and implementation strategies.

Mostly clear and relevant justification of decisions about problem-solving and implementation strategies.
	Mostly productive implementation of safe management practices and appropriate techniques, and well-considered generation and maintenance of quality control.

Mostly productive organisation and management of time and resources. 

Mostly logical selection and application of appropriate technology to prepare learning activities for children in a culturally diverse society.
	Initiation of some ideas and procedures, some display of leadership within the group, and thoughtful and active response to members of the group.

Active and thoughtful involvement in group activities and discussions to support the health and well-being of children.
	Thoughtful evaluation of the processes and outcomes of practical and group activities, including their own performance.

Well-informed appraisal of the impact of technology on the health and well-being of children.

Well-considered explanation of the connections between research and/or planning, and practical application.

Well-informed evaluation of contemporary trends and/or issues related to child development in different settings.

	C
	Competent investigation and some considered critical analysis of contemporary trends and/or issues related to the health and well-being of children.

Considered analysis of information for relevance and appropriateness, with generally appropriate acknowledgment of sources.

Generally effective application of literacy and numeracy skills, including competent use of appropriate terminology.
	Considered identification and discussion of some factors involved in problem-solving related to the health and well-being of children. 

Generally considered and appropriate decision-making about problem-solving and implementation strategies.

Generally relevant justification of decisions about problem-solving and implementation strategies, with some clarity.
	Competent implementation of safe management practices and techniques, and considered generation and maintenance of quality control.  

Competent organisation and management of time and resources.

Appropriate selection and application of technology to prepare learning activities for children in a culturally diverse society.y.
	Some initiative with ideas or procedures, occasional leadership within the group, and generally active response to members of the group.

Active involvement in group activities and discussions to support the health and well-being of children.
	Considered evaluation of the processes and outcomes of practical and group activities, including their own performance.

Informed appraisal of the impact of technology on the health and well-being of children.

Considered explanation of the connections between research and/or planning, and practical application.

Informed evaluation of contemporary trends and/or issues related to child development in different settings.

	D
	Some investigation and basic description of one or more contemporary trends or issues related to the health and well-being of children.

Some consideration of information for relevance or appropriateness, with some inconsistent acknowledgment of sources.

Inconsistent application of literacy and numeracy skills, with use of some terminology that may be appropriate.
	Superficial identification and discussion of some factors involved in solving basic problems related to the health or well-being of children.

Some basic and inconsistent decision-making about problem-solving and/or implementation strategies.

Some description and partial justification of one or more problem-solving and/or implementation strategies.
	Basic implementation of one or more safe management practices and/or techniques, and some basic consideration of the generation and maintenance of quality control. 

Inconsistent organisation and management of time and resources.

Identification and some application of technology that may be appropriate to prepare learning activities for children in a culturally diverse society.
	Some participation within the group, and some response to members of the group. Participation is often passive.

Some basic involvement in group activities or discussions to support the health or well-being of children.
	Basic consideration of the processes and/or outcomes of practical and group activities, which may include their own performance.

Superficial consideration of the impact of technology on the health or well-being of children.

Some basic description of one or more connections between research and/or planning, and practical application.

Superficial reflection on one or more contemporary trends or issues related to child development, tending towards basic description.

	E
	Limited investigation or basic description of one or more contemporary trends or issues related to the health or well-being of children.

Limited identification or acknowledgment of information that may have some relevance.

Attempted application of literacy and numeracy skills, with attempted use of some basic terminology that may be appropriate.
	Identification of one or more factors involved in solving basic problems related to the health or well-being of children.

Attempted decision-making about problem-solving or implementation strategy.

Attempted description of one or more problem-solving or implementation strategies.
	Attempted development or implementation of a safe management practice or a technique, and some awareness of the need for quality control. 

Limited organisation or management of time and resources.

Limited identification or application of technology that may be appropriate to prepare learning activities for children in a culturally diverse society.
	Some attempted participation in one or more aspects of group work, and occasional response to members of the group.

Attempted involvement in one or more group activities or discussions to support the health or well-being of children.
	Attempted consideration of one or more processes or outcomes of a practical or group activity, which may include their own performance.

Attempted description of an impact of technology on the health or well-being of children.

Limited awareness of any connections between research and/or planning, and practical application.

Some recognition of one or more contemporary trends or issues related to child development.
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Graph 10: 20% of survey respondents believed ‘broadens children’s awareness of the diversity within our society’ was the main advantage mainstreaming placed on the classmates. This was closely followed by ‘builds social conscience and empathy’, with 19%. 18% deemed ‘regular exposure to Autism lessens anxiousness of the unknown’ as the primary advantage, while only 16% believed ‘builds understanding that not all of society is as mentally advantaged as some’ and ‘able to assist the disadvantaged’ were the benefits of mainstreaming on the classmates. ‘Interaction with dissimilar personalities’ was a low scoring advantage with only 11%.





Investigation and Critical Analysis


Graphical representation used to assist analysis of information (ICA3).








Investigation and Critical Analysis


Two areas of study have been identified.








Investigation and Critical Analysis


The introduction clearly defines a specific investigation and identifies an issue, reasons for choices and features questions which clarify the approach to the investigation.





Investigation and Critical Analysis


Method of enquiry has been well documented in the introduction.


Potential for bias has been raised in regard to primary sources of information. 


A suitable range of primary and secondary sources (good practice).





Investigation and Critical Analysis


Evidence of in-depth research throughout the investigation of issues related to the health and well-being of the child (ICA1).


Uses quotes appropriately which indicates an in-depth knowledge of the investigation.





Investigation and Critical Analysis


Graphical representation used to assist analysis of information (ICA3).





Investigation and Critical Analysis


Clear and consistent use of appropriate terminology throughout (ICA3).





Investigation and Critical Analysis


Higher order thinking evident in standards of literacy, structure and content of analysis (ICA3).





Investigation and Critical Analysis


Documentation and use of both primary and secondary sources of information have been included. (ICA2)





Investigation and Critical Analysis


Succinctly and clearly summarises main arguments. Addresses the question. 


Clear links between the study and issues within Australia.





Additional Comments


This Investigation is an ‘A’ standard.


In-depth evaluation of the impact of intellectually disabled children on mainstream schooling is supported by relevant conclusions drawn from the following evidence:


positive educational experiences facilitate an individual’s ability to achieve their optimum potential


issues surrounding discrimination and social justice


increased opportunities for social interaction and collaboration


available resources and severity of Autism


mainstreaming the intellectually disabled is a complex issue


mainstreaming continues to remain unresolved in contemporary society. (Evaluation)





Investigation and Critical Analysis


Comprehensive bibliography (ICA2).
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Graph 9: Suggests that 9 students assisted the Autistic child by ‘explaining’, 7 ‘helped in PE lessons’, and 7 asserted a positive/inclusive attitude by ‘being friendly’. However ‘help/carry/pick up objects’ was low scoring with only 4 students.





Graph 8: Which of the following do you consider as disadvantages of mainstreaming on the classmates? 
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Graph 8: Signifies that while one survey participant asserted they believe that mainstreaming places no disadvantages on the class mates, the majority (48%) considered 'teacher's attention focussed on the Autistic child' as the main disadvantage, 35% believed disadvantages on classmates included 'disruption to learning', and 'delayed curriculum' along with 'potential social disharmony' were low scoring disadvantages with 10% and 7%. The public are more concerned with disruption to learning rather than social discrepancies like violence. 
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Graph 7: Illustrates that 42% of ‘normal’ students were disrupted from learning by ‘irritating/aggressive’. ‘Screaming and loud noises’ and ‘disrupts concentration’ were considerably low scoring explanation, both with 29%
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Graph 6: Indicates that 64% of classmates felt their learning was disrupted due to an Autistic child in their classroom, while only 36% believed no disruption was caused.





Graph 5: Which do you consider as disadvantages of mainstreaming for an Autistic child? Please mark on the scale of 1-5 (1 being a minor disadvantage)
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Graph 5: Illustrate that 'ignorance to the child's particular needs' and 'potential self isolation from peers' were considered minor disadvantages of mainstreaming on the Autistic child among respondents. Conversely, 8 participants believed 'having to learn at a fast pace — unable to keep up' was a strong disadvantage of mainstreaming, 8 classified 'bullying/teasing' as major disadvantage and 7 respondents considered the teacher’s insufficient training/knowledge' as a significant disadvantage to Autistic children. 
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Graph 4: 10 survey participants considered 'prepares them for the real life community' as the main advantage of mainstreaming for Autistic children, 8 respondents believed 'encouraged and supported by peers' to be a benefit, and a further 8 felt 'being situated around 'normal' children will create larger scope for social interaction' was the strongest benefit Autistic children may gain from mainstreaming. 'Higher academic achievement' and 'discipline is enforced to a greater extent' were low scoring advantages.
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Graph 2: A substantial survey number of participants support the notion that core learning for an Autistic child should focus on appropriate social development rather than traditional learning. 24% of respondents confirmed ‘improving socialisation and communication skills’ as learning for an Autistic child, 22% participants believe 'building relationships with peers and understanding emotions' is critical learning while 15% consider 'behaving appropriately in a variety of social situations' constitutes learning for an Autistic child. Traditional areas of learning, reading and writing, and expanding cognitive and sensory development, were both low scoring responses. 
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Graph 1: 16% of survey respondents primarily link 'repetitive routines' to Autism, 15% are familiar with ‘unable to initiate and maintain conversations' as an Autism characteristic, and a further 15% relate 'socially awkward' to Autism. Only 5% of surveyed participants believed an Autism characteristic was to 'seek attention'; however this is not a trait related to Autism.
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