STAGE 2 CHILD STUDIES
ASSESSMENT TYPE 1: PRACTICAL ACTIVITY
Stories Matter
Research Task
I believe that it is important that parents do read to their children. As a child my parents read to me every night as part of going to bed. The stories that I remember were about fairies and Possum Magic adventures. 

The stories were developed with a sense of anticipation and adventure. As a girl I loved anything about fairies and enjoyed reading about their adventures often set in a garden. It allowed you to imagine that there were fairies in your own garden. 

Listening to and reading these stories assisted in my emotional and social development through developing my imagination and learning that challenges could be solved, such as Huss finding his tail in the story of Possum Magic. 


Many books are now written about things that children may find upsetting and give ways of coping through the story line. Parents purchase or borrow such books to read to their children as a way of handling a situation such as separation, bullying or moving house. By reading these stories, parents may become aware of the fears of the child and talk through things. This is important as this is linked to the social and emotional development of the child. 

In the talk at the local library, the librarian said these stories and other positive stories assist in a child understanding the world. Libraries offer weekly story reading sessions different themes and support activities such as colouring in a face mask. Our class loved our visit to the library as the librarian read us a child’s story as a part of learning why reading is important. She explained why she selected the book that she read as being one that everyone in the class could remember from their childhood.  
In my research it has become clear that a child who learns to read at an early age is more likely to grow up to be confident in reading and this will link to their schooling. By reading to a child they develop an understanding of the mechanics of reading such as from left to right and following words to make a sentence. Also researchers indicated that it helps if parents can make reading an enjoyable time and not rushed and like a chore which a child can pick upon and not see reading as pleasure. I always remember our story time as great fun as my Dad was great at doing different voices when reading the story aloud to me. 

Many books are written for children about developing skills in developing ideas such as manners which are part of a child developing an understanding of how to act. From reading these stories a child can understand how to play and share with others which is important life skill. The librarian said that these are often the stories that they read to the young children and parents.
I believe that stories are important in the emotional and social development of a young child.     
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The aim of this task was to create a children's story book by examining parents' roles and responsibilities in nurturing the social and emotional development of their children. The story line selected was a family where the father was serving in the military overseas. I felt this is a topical issue in the number of Australian military serving overseas in a variety of settings and the implications for their loved ones at home. The main characters were Thomas, a six year old boy, and his mother, who was raising Thomas alone for most of the time. The problem in this story was that Thomas’s father was away at war and Thomas had fears that his father would never return. It was a contemporary story as it made new technology that did allow Thomas to see his father on the computer but did not come home every night. Thomas felt anguish about not having that fatherly figure around. One night when they had family over, Thomas' mum told him to make a wish on a special cake. He wished that his dad would come home and that night, his Dad returned home. The language used in this story book was dateless and avoided using colloquial language as this can date the story line very quickly.
The story line took a few drafts to get correct so that it would hold the attention and interest of a younger child. The planned illustrations were to be drawn using bright colours that would compliment the text well. The words and illustrations were consistently placed throughout the book to encourage an easy read.    
Microsoft Word was used during the drafting process for writing this book whilst Microsoft Publisher was used to transform the story in to form of a story book. When printing the book, it took several attempts as it was difficult to get the pages to print back to back. Having a bold title, a large picture on the cover and the text of reasonable size attracts a child to want to read this story.
The story book was reasonably long for the targeted age group; this could be improved by shortening the story line and making the story simpler.
The practical and research task linked well. By doing the research task in the beginning it allowed for a better understanding of how a children's story book should be written and how it should be presented. Such stories can assist children to develop socially and emotionally in understanding the complex world that they live in. Overall, the book clearly identified a childhood stressor and the text was pitched at the appropriate age group.
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Performance Standards for Stage 2 Child Studies

	
	Investigation and Critical Analysis
	Problem-solving
	Practical Application
	Collaboration
	Evaluation

	A
	In-depth investigation and perceptive critical analysis of contemporary trends and/or issues related to the health and well-being of children.

Perceptive analysis of information for relevance and appropriateness, with appropriate acknowledgment of sources.

Highly effective application of literacy and numeracy skills, including clear and consistent use of appropriate terminology.
	Astute identification and discussion of factors involved in problem-solving related to the health and well-being of children. 

Astute and very appropriate decision-making about problem-solving and implementation strategies.

Clear and very relevant justification of decisions about problem-solving and implementation strategies.
	Ongoing and productive implementation of safe management practices and appropriate techniques, and sophisticated generation and maintenance of quality control.

Productive and efficient organisation and management of time and resources.

Logical selection and application of the most appropriate technology to prepare learning activities for children in a culturally diverse society.
	Initiation of ideas and procedures, display of leadership within the group, and proactive and inclusive response to members of the group.

Proactive and focused involvement in group activities and discussions to support the health and well-being of children.
	Insightful evaluation of the processes and outcomes of practical and group activities, including their own performance.

Sophisticated appraisal of the impact of technology on the health and well-being of children.

Insightful explanation of the connections between research and/or planning, and practical application.

In-depth evaluation of contemporary trends and/or issues related to child development in a variety of settings.

	B
	Detailed investigation and well-considered critical analysis of contemporary trends and/or issues related to the health and well-being of children.

Well-considered analysis of information for relevance and appropriateness, with appropriate acknowledgment of sources.

Effective application of literacy and numeracy skills, including mostly clear use of appropriate terminology.
	Well-considered identification and discussion of factors involved in problem-solving related to the health and well-being of children.

Well-considered and appropriate decision-making about problem-solving and implementation strategies.

Mostly clear and relevant justification of decisions about problem-solving and implementation strategies.
	Mostly productive implementation of safe management practices and appropriate techniques, and well-considered generation and maintenance of quality control.

Mostly productive organisation and management of time and resources. 

Mostly logical selection and application of appropriate technology to prepare learning activities for children in a culturally diverse society.
	Initiation of some ideas and procedures, some display of leadership within the group, and thoughtful and active response to members of the group.

Active and thoughtful involvement in group activities and discussions to support the health and well-being of children.
	Thoughtful evaluation of the processes and outcomes of practical and group activities, including their own performance.

Well-informed appraisal of the impact of technology on the health and well-being of children.

Well-considered explanation of the connections between research and/or planning, and practical application.

Well-informed evaluation of contemporary trends and/or issues related to child development in different settings.

	C
	Competent investigation and some considered critical analysis of contemporary trends and/or issues related to the health and well-being of children.

Considered analysis of information for relevance and appropriateness, with generally appropriate acknowledgment of sources.

Generally effective application of literacy and numeracy skills, including competent use of appropriate terminology.
	Considered identification and discussion of some factors involved in problem-solving related to the health and well-being of children. 

Generally considered and appropriate decision-making about problem-solving and implementation strategies.

Generally relevant justification of decisions about problem-solving and implementation strategies, with some clarity.
	Competent implementation of safe management practices and techniques, and considered generation and maintenance of quality control.  

Competent organisation and management of time and resources.
Appropriate selection and application of technology to prepare learning activities for children in a culturally diverse society.
	Some initiative with ideas or procedures, occasional leadership within the group, and generally active response to members of the group.

Active involvement in group activities and discussions to support the health and well-being of children.
	Considered evaluation of the processes and outcomes of practical and group activities, including their own performance.

Informed appraisal of the impact of technology on the health and well-being of children.

Considered explanation of the connections between research and/or planning, and practical application.

Informed evaluation of contemporary trends and/or issues related to child development in different settings.

	D
	Some investigation and basic description of one or more contemporary trends or issues related to the health and well-being of children.

Some consideration of information for relevance or appropriateness, with some inconsistent acknowledgment of sources.

Inconsistent application of literacy and numeracy skills, with use of some terminology that may be appropriate.
	Superficial identification and discussion of some factors involved in solving basic problems related to the health or well-being of children.

Some basic and inconsistent decision-making about problem-solving and/or implementation strategies.

Some description and partial justification of one or more problem-solving and/or implementation strategies.
	Basic implementation of one or more safe management practices and/or techniques, and some basic consideration of the generation and maintenance of quality control. 

Inconsistent organisation and management of time and resources.

Identification and some application of technology that may be appropriate to prepare learning activities for children in a culturally diverse society..
	Some participation within the group, and some response to members of the group. Participation is often passive.

Some basic involvement in group activities or discussions to support the health or well-being of children.
	Basic consideration of the processes and/or outcomes of practical and group activities, which may include their own performance.

Superficial consideration of the impact of technology on the health or well-being of children.

Some basic description of one or more connections between research and/or planning, and practical application.

Superficial reflection on one or more contemporary trends or issues related to child development, tending towards basic description.

	E
	Limited investigation or basic description of one or more contemporary trends or issues related to the health or well-being of children.

Limited identification or acknowledgment of information that may have some relevance.

Attempted application of literacy and numeracy skills, with attempted use of some basic terminology that may be appropriate.
	Identification of one or more factors involved in solving basic problems related to the health or well-being of children.

Attempted decision-making about problem-solving or implementation strategy.

Attempted description of one or more problem-solving or implementation strategies.
	Attempted development or implementation of a safe management practice or a technique, and some awareness of the need for quality control. 

Limited organisation or management of time and resources.

Limited identification or application of technology that may be appropriate to prepare learning activities for children in a culturally diverse society.
	Some attempted participation in one or more aspects of group work, and occasional response to members of the group.

Attempted involvement in one or more group activities or discussions to support the health or well-being of children.
	Attempted consideration of one or more processes or outcomes of a practical or group activity, which may include their own performance.

Attempted description of an impact of technology on the health or well-being of children.

Limited awareness of any connections between research and/or planning, and practical application.

Some recognition of one or more contemporary trends or issues related to child development.


Investigation and Critical Analysis 


Competent investigation and some considered critical analysis of contemporary trends and/or issues related to the health and well-being of children.





Investigation and Critical Analysis 


Considered analysis of information for relevance and appropriateness.





Investigation and Critical Analysis 


Generally effective application of literacy and numeracy skills, including competent use of appropriate terminology.





Evaluation 


Informed evaluation of contemporary trends and/or issues related to child development in different settings.





Evaluation 


Considered evaluation of the processes and outcomes of the practical activity.





Evaluation 


Considered explanation of the connections between research and practical application.





Additional Comments


Evidence of the Practical Application is not provided with this exemplar. 


However an assessment of the specific features for this Assessment Design Criteria has been included on the Performance Standards table.








Page 4 of 5
Stage 2 Child Studies annotated response

A150908 (January 2012)


© SACE Board of South Australia 2012

