STAGE 2 CHILD STUDIES
ASSESSMENT TYPE 1: PRACTICAL ACTIVITY
Stories Matter
Research Task
When young children are exposed to stimulating literature, it expands their knowledge and understanding of humanity. Additionally, children are able to constructively interact with others and express their emotions in a positive manner. Consequently, it can be argued that reading aloud to children of a young age can have beneficial effects on their social and emotional development.

When a child is read to their vocabulary is extended, allowing them to articulate their emotions in an effective way. The child becomes familiar with a variety of tones, contexts, situations and words that they otherwise are unaware of, thus increasing their ability to communicate. As their knowledge and understanding is enhanced, their confidence socially and academically is also. In her book "Reading Magic", Mem Fox explains, ‘the more language a child experiences- through books and conversation with others, not passively through television- the more advantaged socially and educationally that child will be for the rest of his or her life.’1
Reading can influence socio-emotional development. If a child has trouble reading or struggles to grasp this concept, this could interfere with their social skills and they could be embarrassed by this difficulty and so not interact with others which is important in a child’s development.   

Through books being read to a child or as a child becomes an independent reader, horizons are opened and experience extended beyond their immediate family and world. Reading gives children knowledge and ideas about relationships, work, families, their bodies, as well as thoughts and emotions to guide them through life milestones.  

Through the variety of situations portrayed in children's books, children learn to interpret and relate to an array of emotions and concepts. In this way, the child can acquire empathy and understanding for others which later benefits them in social situations. This exposure to emotions also allows the child to positively deal with fearsome or difficult situations in their own lives. Barbara Freedman de Vito explains that ‘carefully chosen stories and books can have a positive influence on children, sensitizing them to the needs of others.’2
Books can also act as a coping mechanism for young children when dealing with emotional stressors. Stressors can be family related such as divorce or death or can be environmental, including possible health issues or bullying and harassment. Familiar and relatable characters from stories allow children to escape from these stressors and to gain a positive outlook on their situation. For example, books can repeatedly expose children to any fears they may possess about the dark which eventually enables them to overcome them. "Books can help your child escape for a while from the stresses and pressures of their world as the story takes their imaginations to other wonderful places.’3
Clearly, when parents set aside the time to read to young children, their brains are stimulated with the extensive variety of settings, scenarios and language featured in the books. This vital time has been proven to later benefit the child socially and emotionally. 
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Evaluation Report
Purpose
A child's book that addressed a stress related factor aimed at the 4 to 8 years age group was created. The book illustrated how to positively deal with emotions. 
The book features a child who feels inadequate in everyday aspects such as sporting ability and popularity. This provokes confusion and frustration, culminating in the child's self doubt. The emotional development of children, exposed through the storyline, progresses as the central character articulates and deals with emotions posed in the book. The book was developed with a sense of hope but not being over simplistic in treating this sensitive topic. 
The language is clear and emotive and encourages communication amongst young readers, ultimately aiding in their social development. It was language appropriate for the targeted age group of 4 to 6 years old. 
The text was written from the child's perspective and developing the storyline was challenging as English is my second language. Drafting was important process in seeking feedback from the school librarian who had discussed with our class the conventions and trends in story telling.  In preparation for publication, the storyline underwent minor language and grammatical changes. The text was placed so that the child can read it from left to right and the text matched the photos. 
Once the text was perfected, corresponding photographs were taken to provide the book with a realistic feel. This quickened the production process and gave the book a human face, making it directly relatable to young children. The book was crafted using Microsoft Publisher which allowed for a clear, uncluttered layout. Bringing all aspects of the book together involved the use of creative fonts and colours to visually entice young readers. The images were contrasted and enlarged to extenuate their colour and the text was featured in a large, easily readable font, enhancing its appeal to young children.

Links to research 

Stress can impact on the physical, social and emotional wellbeing of young children. This can increase when a child is unable to deal with emotions such as anger, happiness, sorrow, confusion, jealousy and fear. The task reinforced the importance of literature in the social and emotional development of a child. Reading is an important tool as children learn to convey their emotions in a constructive manner and enhance their language and confidence as learners. 
Suggestions for improvement

As the book was created via Microsoft publisher, it was subject to complications within the system. Should the task be repeated, I would print hard copies of both text and illustrations to avoid the termination of the file completely.

Conclusion 

The final product successfully addressed the childhood stressor of being 'second best'. The book clearly allows children to relate and to deal with the emotions portrayed by the central character which enhances their vocabularies and confidence as readers. This task was challenging and interesting to develop a story book suitable for the targeted age.
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Performance Standards for Stage 2 Child Studies

	
	Investigation and Critical Analysis
	Problem-solving
	Practical Application
	Collaboration
	Evaluation

	A
	In-depth investigation and perceptive critical analysis of contemporary trends and/or issues related to the health and well-being of children.

Perceptive analysis of information for relevance and appropriateness, with appropriate acknowledgment of sources.

Highly effective application of literacy and numeracy skills, including clear and consistent use of appropriate terminology.
	Astute identification and discussion of factors involved in problem-solving related to the health and well-being of children. 

Astute and very appropriate decision-making about problem-solving and implementation strategies.

Clear and very relevant justification of decisions about problem-solving and implementation strategies.
	Ongoing and productive implementation of safe management practices and appropriate techniques, and sophisticated generation and maintenance of quality control.

Productive and efficient organisation and management of time and resources.
Logical selection and application of the most appropriate technology to prepare learning activities for children in a culturally diverse society.
	Initiation of ideas and procedures, display of leadership within the group, and proactive and inclusive response to members of the group.

Proactive and focused involvement in group activities and discussions to support the health and well-being of children.
	Insightful evaluation of the processes and outcomes of practical and group activities, including their own performance.
Sophisticated appraisal of the impact of technology on the health and well-being of children.

Insightful explanation of the connections between research and/or planning, and practical application.
In-depth evaluation of contemporary trends and/or issues related to child development in a variety of settings.

	B
	Detailed investigation and well-considered critical analysis of contemporary trends and/or issues related to the health and well-being of children.

Well-considered analysis of information for relevance and appropriateness, with appropriate acknowledgment of sources.

Effective application of literacy and numeracy skills, including mostly clear use of appropriate terminology.
	Well-considered identification and discussion of factors involved in problem-solving related to the health and well-being of children.

Well-considered and appropriate decision-making about problem-solving and implementation strategies.

Mostly clear and relevant justification of decisions about problem-solving and implementation strategies.
	Mostly productive implementation of safe management practices and appropriate techniques, and well-considered generation and maintenance of quality control.

Mostly productive organisation and management of time and resources. 

Mostly logical selection and application of appropriate technology to prepare learning activities for children in a culturally diverse society.
	Initiation of some ideas and procedures, some display of leadership within the group, and thoughtful and active response to members of the group.

Active and thoughtful involvement in group activities and discussions to support the health and well-being of children.
	Thoughtful evaluation of the processes and outcomes of practical and group activities, including their own performance.

Well-informed appraisal of the impact of technology on the health and well-being of children.

Well-considered explanation of the connections between research and/or planning, and practical application.
Well-informed evaluation of contemporary trends and/or issues related to child development in different settings.

	C
	Competent investigation and some considered critical analysis of contemporary trends and/or issues related to the health and well-being of children.

Considered analysis of information for relevance and appropriateness, with generally appropriate acknowledgment of sources.

Generally effective application of literacy and numeracy skills, including competent use of appropriate terminology.
	Considered identification and discussion of some factors involved in problem-solving related to the health and well-being of children. 

Generally considered and appropriate decision-making about problem-solving and implementation strategies.

Generally relevant justification of decisions about problem-solving and implementation strategies, with some clarity.
	Competent implementation of safe management practices and techniques, and considered generation and maintenance of quality control.  

Competent organisation and management of time and resources.

Appropriate selection and application of technology to prepare learning activities for children in a culturally diverse society.
	Some initiative with ideas or procedures, occasional leadership within the group, and generally active response to members of the group.

Active involvement in group activities and discussions to support the health and well-being of children.
	Considered evaluation of the processes and outcomes of practical and group activities, including their own performance.

Informed appraisal of the impact of technology on the health and well-being of children.

Considered explanation of the connections between research and/or planning, and practical application.

Informed evaluation of contemporary trends and/or issues related to child development in different settings.

	D
	Some investigation and basic description of one or more contemporary trends or issues related to the health and well-being of children.

Some consideration of information for relevance or appropriateness, with some inconsistent acknowledgment of sources.

Inconsistent application of literacy and numeracy skills, with use of some terminology that may be appropriate.
	Superficial identification and discussion of some factors involved in solving basic problems related to the health or well-being of children.

Some basic and inconsistent decision-making about problem-solving and/or implementation strategies.

Some description and partial justification of one or more problem-solving and/or implementation strategies.
	Basic implementation of one or more safe management practices and/or techniques, and some basic consideration of the generation and maintenance of quality control. 

Inconsistent organisation and management of time and resources.

Identification and some application of technology that may be appropriate to prepare learning activities for children in a culturally diverse society.
	Some participation within the group, and some response to members of the group. Participation is often passive.

Some basic involvement in group activities or discussions to support the health or well-being of children.
	Basic consideration of the processes and/or outcomes of practical and group activities, which may include their own performance.

Superficial consideration of the impact of technology on the health or well-being of children.

Some basic description of one or more connections between research and/or planning, and practical application.

Superficial reflection on one or more contemporary trends or issues related to child development, tending towards basic description.

	E
	Limited investigation or basic description of one or more contemporary trends or issues related to the health or well-being of children.

Limited identification or acknowledgment of information that may have some relevance.

Attempted application of literacy and numeracy skills, with attempted use of some basic terminology that may be appropriate.
	Identification of one or more factors involved in solving basic problems related to the health or well-being of children.

Attempted decision-making about problem-solving or implementation strategy.

Attempted description of one or more problem-solving or implementation strategies.
	Attempted development or implementation of a safe management practice or a technique, and some awareness of the need for quality control. 

Limited organisation or management of time and resources.

Limited identification or application of technology that may be appropriate to prepare learning activities for children in a culturally diverse society.
	Some attempted participation in one or more aspects of group work, and occasional response to members of the group.

Attempted involvement in one or more group activities or discussions to support the health or well-being of children.
	Attempted consideration of one or more processes or outcomes of a practical or group activity, which may include their own performance.

Attempted description of an impact of technology on the health or well-being of children.

Limited awareness of any connections between research and/or planning, and practical application.

Some recognition of one or more contemporary trends or issues related to child development.


Additional Comments


Evidence of the Practical Application is not provided with this exemplar. 


However an assessment of the specific features for this Assessment Design Criteria has been included on the performance standards table.





Investigation and Critical Analysis 


In-depth investigation and perceptive critical analysis of contemporary trends and/or issues related to the health and well-being of children.





Evaluation Insightful evaluation of the processes and outcomes of practical and group activities.





Evaluation 


Well-considered explanation of the connections between research, practical application, and planning.





Investigation and Critical Analysis 


Perceptive analysis of information for relevance and appropriateness, with appropriate acknowledgment of sources.





Investigation and Critical Analysis 


Highly effective application of literacy and numeracy skills, including clear and consistent use of appropriate terminology.





Evaluation 


In-depth evaluation of contemporary trends and/or issues related to child development in a variety of settings.
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