Whose responsibility is it to nurture the foundational development of young children?

The purpose of this investigation is to determine whether or not young children are growing up too quickly in today’s society. The study will focus on media and marketing and whether it is influencing the early sexualisation of young children. It will also investigate whose responsibility it is to nurture the development of young children.
Parents today find themselves in an increasingly difficult position concerning whether or not to buy sexualized products. Parents may know a product is inappropriate for a young child yet they do not want their child to feel left out amongst their peers. Researcher Emma Rush commented that "many parents’ strong intuition tells them that children need to be children."

In an article titled, 'Plastic role models more worry than ever,' Rachel Leibrock writes, "parents and others are wondering whether Bratz dolls - with their tight clothing, heavy makeup and heavier doses of attitude - are exerting a bad influence on girls who adore them."
 From the survey I conducted 92% of the people believed that 'Bratz' dolls gave the wrong message.
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Do you think Bratz dolls are giving a wrong message to young girls?
Author and family expert Daniel Donahoo says "there is a constant struggle for parents between giving their kids freedom and protecting them from dangers."
 In a segment on Sunrise titled 'Marketing to Tweens' Dr Michael Carr-Gregg a leading Australian Psychologist spoke of his disgust concerning the Kylie Monogue lingerie marketed towards young girls. 

Emma Rush wrote in an article titled 'From Bambi to Bimbo' that "people who claim that girls have always dressed up and imitated adults are missing two important facts. In the past, girls typically imitated people such as mothers, teachers and nurses. These people had meaningful characteristics and skills; mothers care, teachers teach and nurses heal. Now girls imitate models whose primary characteristic is appearance not skilled and caring relationships."

Parents and professionals who work with children are aware of the sexualization occurring in young children and governmental help is increasingly being sought. The results from a survey I conducted showed that many people believed parents needed to be responsible for their children however the community should also take some of the responsibility concerning what is advertised towards young children.
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"Emma Rush argues that it is time for political leadership."
 However, politicians reply, "parents can just say no" to child sexualization. Parents claim, however, that despite their best efforts it impossible to protect their children. When Dr Michael Carr-Gregg was asked, "as a parent how do you say no to your little girl who might be in the store looking at this Kylie Minogue underwear and wanting it?"
 Dr Michael Carr-Gregg's reply suggested that parents need to explain to their daughters that this lingerie is for grown-up girls; it is not for young girls their age and that parents have to be really firm and walk away. 
The findings of my research indicate that many parents believe young children are growing up too quickly; marketing is impacting on childhood and causing the early sexualization of young children. Support groups such as Young Media Australia are providing answers for parents in combating the impact of television on young children. Some children’s programs such as ‘Charlie and Lola’, on the ABC network, provide a healthy source of education and imagination for young children.

Certain products marketed towards young children may not be entirely appropriate. However, parents can influence what their child is exposed to by knowing when to say no. As a result of this study, I am more aware of the issues surrounding the early sexualization of young children from a parent’s view, a professional’s view and from a marketer’s perspective.
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Performance Standards for Stage 1 Child Studies

	
	Investigation
	Problem-solving
	Practical Application
	Collaboration
	Reflection

	A
	Productive, well-planned, and well-organised investigation of contemporary issues related to the safety, health, and well-being of young children. 

Focused and discerning identification and use of a variety of primary and/or secondary sources, with appropriate acknowledgment.

Highly effective application of literacy and numeracy skills, including clear and consistent use of appropriate terminology.
	Astute identification and discussion of a range of factors involved in problem-solving.

Astute and very appropriate decision-making about problem-solving and implementation strategies.

Clear and very relevant justification of decisions about problem-solving strategies..
	Astute use of initiative in the development and implementation of safe management practices.

Logical selection and use of appropriate technology for practical activities.

Constructive and sustained application of knowledge and practical skills.
	Inclusive response to other group members, and responsible and sustained sharing in decision-making.

Proactive and perceptive involvement in group activities and discussions to support the health and well-being of children.
	Insightful reflection on the processes and outcomes of practical and group activities, including their own performance.

Astute reflection on the impact of technology on the health and well-being of children.

Insightful reflection on contemporary issues related to child development.

	B
	Mostly productive, planned, and organised investigation of contemporary issues related to the safety, health, and well-being of young children. 

Mostly focused and logical identification and use of a variety of primary and/or secondary sources, with appropriate acknowledgment.

Effective application of literacy and numeracy skills, including mostly clear use of appropriate terminology.
	Well-informed identification and discussion of a range of factors involved in problem-solving.
Well-considered and appropriate decision-making about problem-solving and implementation strategies.

Mostly clear and relevant justification of decisions about problem-solving strategies..
	Thoughtful development and implementation of safe management practices.

Mostly logical selection and use of appropriate technology for practical activities.

Logical and well-considered application of knowledge and practical skills.
	Thoughtful response to other group members, and responsible sharing in decision-making.

Active and thoughtful involvement in group activities and discussions to support the health and well-being of children.
	Thoughtful reflection on the processes and outcomes of practical and group activities, including their own performance.

Well-informed reflection on the impact of technology on the health and well-being of children.

Well-informed reflection on contemporary issues related to child development.

	C
	Competent and generally organised investigation of contemporary issues related to the safety, health, and well-being of young children.

Competent identification and use of different primary and/or secondary sources, with generally appropriate acknowledgment.

Generally effective application of literacy and numeracy skills, including competent use of appropriate terminology.
	Informed identification and discussion of some factors involved in solving mostly familiar problems.

Generally appropriate decision-making about problem-solving and implementation strategies.

Generally relevant justification of decisions about problem-solving strategies, with some clarity
	Competent development and implementation of safe management practices. 

Appropriate selection and use of technology for practical activities. 

Considered application of knowledge and practical skills.
	Generally thoughtful response to other group members, and some responsible sharing in decision-making.

Appropriate involvement in group activities and discussions to support the health and well-being of children.
	Considered reflection on the processes and outcomes of practical and group activities, including their own performance.

Informed reflection on the impact of technology on the health and well-being of children.

Informed reflection on contemporary issues related to child development.

	D
	Some basic investigation of one or more aspects of a contemporary issue related to the safety, health, and well-being of young children. 

Superficial identification and use of one or more primary or secondary sources, with some inconsistent acknowledgment.

Inconsistent application of literacy and numeracy skills, with use of some terminology that may be appropriate.
	Identification and discussion of one or more factors involved in solving familiar problems.

Some basic and inconsistent decision-making about problem-solving and/or implementation strategies.

Some description and partial justification of one or more problem-solving strategies.
	Some development and implementation of basic safe management practices.

Identification and some use of technology for practical activities.

Some application of basic knowledge and practical skills.
	Basic response to other group members some of the time, and some sharing in simple decision-making.

Some basic involvement in group activities or discussions to support the health and well-being of children.
	Basic consideration of the processes and/or outcomes of practical and group activities, which may include their own performance.

Some superficial reflection on the impact of technology on the health or well-being of children.

Superficial reflection on one or more contemporary issues related to child development, tending towards basic description.

	E
	Attempted investigation of an aspect of the safety, health, or well-being of young children.

Limited identification, use, or acknowledgment of primary or secondary sources.

Attempted application of literacy and numeracy skills, with attempted use of terminology that may be appropriate.
	Identification of one or more factors involved in solving a familiar problem.

Attempted decision-making about a problem-solving or implementation strategy.

Attempted description of one or more problem-solving strategies.
	Attempted development or implementation of basic safe management practices.

Limited use of technology in practical activities.

Limited application of basic knowledge or practical skills.
	Limited response to other group members, with limited involvement in any decision-making. 

Attempted involvement in one or more aspects of group activities or discussions to support the health and well-being of children.
	Attempted consideration of one or more processes or outcomes of a practical or group activity, which may include their own performance.

Identification of one or more impacts of technology on the health or well-being of children.

Limited description of one or more contemporary issues related to child development.


The student included a relevant advertisement for Bratz dolls in this space.





Investigation 


Clear and consistent use of appropriate terminology displayed in the first paragraph, and evident throughout the task.





Investigation 


Identifies and uses a variety of primary and secondary sources that are focused and discerning, with appropriate acknowledgements. 





Problem-solving


Well-informed identification and discussion of a range of factors involved in problem-solving.





Investigation


Application of numeracy skills shown through primary survey data being displayed in a highly effective manner via labelled graphs.





Problem-solving


Clear and very relevant justification of decisions about problem-solving and implementation strategies. A relevant example of a strategy that can be used to address the problem has been provided.





Reflection


Insightful reflection on the complexity of the issue of child sexualisation.





Investigation


Focussed and discerning identification of a range of highly relevant primary and secondary sources, the majority of which were appropriately acknowledged.





Additional comments


A review of the investigation provides evidence of ability to:


use productive, well-planned, and well-organised investigation skills and methods with a highly relevant focus on the issue of child sexualisation in relation to the safety, health, and well being of young children. (Investigation)


display well-informed and relevant decision-making about the issue of child sexualisation in relation to child development. (Problem-solving)








� 'From Bambi to Bimbo' Adelaide's Child April 2007 p19


� The Advertiser August 23th 2007 'Plastic role models more worry than ever’


� http://today.ninemsn.com.au/ 'Over protective? Let go enough for growth'


� ‘From Bambi to Bimbo’ Adelaide’s Child April 2007 pg 19


� ‘From Bambi to Bimbo’ Adelaide’s Child April 2007 pg19


� ‘Marketing to Tweens’ on Sunrise
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