


STAGE 1 COMMUNITY STUDIES

REFLECTION 

My major challenges were unfamiliar tasks. I worked like a real travel agent, researching flights and accommodation and planning itineraries. This was challenging as I had not gone overseas. I enjoyed these tasks but I struggled, because I didn’t know where to get information. It helped to get recommendations from people who had been to Bali, or going on websites that reviewed hotels. My aunty helped recommending hotels and airlines to fly as she had been there. 

I enjoyed planning my itinerary and I like the way it turned out. I had conversations with my community expert who had valuable tips about planning trips. I spent hours working on my itinerary to I chose activities that suited people’s different needs, so I am proud of the results. It succeeded because I spent a long time analysing my plan, and tried out lots of layouts, displays, colours, fonts and images until I found appealing ones. My community expert gave great feedback on my final design and I made some small changes. She was amazed at what I had done.
If I were to repeat this activity I would work on time management. When I started I didn’t make the most of the time in the classroom. This term I have had to work really hard even weekends because I left everything too late and didn’t realise how much work I had set myself. I wish I worked harder at the start so that this term I didn’t have to rush. I have learnt that I work best at home. One reason was many internet sites I needed for information or images were blocked at school which was frustrating and delayed work.  There were less distractions at home and I had everything I needed in my room.  

I have learnt researching and planning skills, which will benefit me in my career. Websites with reviews helped me heaps so when I am researching I will remember that. I know much more about searching and getting help from internet sites.

The capabilities I focussed on were Communication and Personal Development. My negotiation skills have improved: in order to organise arrangements for 14 people I constantly sought feedback and made changes to suit individuals. My final itinerary summarises the arrangements. I had to research information, present it, and then make bookings. I made contact by phone, email and organising a family event. So I have improved my communication literacy skills. My Personal Development Skills have also improved. I am more confident contacting people. I visited the travel agent, and contacted hotels on line. I researched the culture and history of Bali. My numeracy skills improved as I gained a better understanding of costs and finding good deals. My time management has also improved. 
This activity was really valuable.  I developed time management, organisation and communication skills.  I learned about a travel agent’s work and will consider this as a career.  My family were impressed by what I achieved and are looking forward to the next holiday!
Performance Standards for Stage 1 Community Studies

	
	Planning and Organisation
	Communication and Interaction
	Fulfilment of Contract of Work
	Reflection

	A
	Focused planning and exploration, and purposeful development of a contract of work with challenging and achievable individual goals, and clear strategies for completing the contract.

Insightful identification of existing knowledge and skills, including literacy and numeracy skills, and new knowledge and skills to be developed.

Thorough exploration of relevant capabilities and clear identification of one or more capabilities for focused development.


	Thoughtful and critical response to feedback from teacher(s), peer(s), and community contact(s) to inform planning and development of the community activity.

Constructive interaction with community contact(s) to help progress and complete the community activity.

Comprehensive presentation of a record of evidence, including evidence of the clear and focused development of one or more capabilities related to the community activity.
	Completion of all work in a contract

Well-planned and significant practical action in the school or local community.

Insightful selection of a variety of sources and application of highly relevant and appropriate information to inform the community activity.

Focused and productive development and use of a variety of specific knowledge, skills, and capabilities to complete work in the contract.

Efficient and productive independent work and, where relevant, efficient and productive contribution to shared learning situations.
	Thoughtful and detailed review of ongoing progress, with justification of choices and actions in relation to the individual goals and purpose of the community activity.

In-depth reflection on the development of knowledge and skills, including the selected capability or capabilities, and their application to the community activity.
Insightful reflection on the value of the community activity to the student and to others.



	B
	Well-considered planning and exploration, and logical development of a contract of work with challenging and achievable individual goals, and several strategies for completing the contract.

Thoughtful identification of existing knowledge and skills, including literacy and numeracy skills, and new knowledge and skills to be developed.

Well-considered exploration of relevant capabilities and identification of one or more capabilities for focused development.
	Thoughtful response to feedback from teacher(s), peer(s), and community contact(s) to inform planning and development of the community activity.

Well-organised interaction with community contact(s) to help progress and complete the community activity.

Thorough presentation of a record of evidence, including evidence of the clear development of one or more capabilities related to the community activity.
	Completion of all work in a contract

Well-organised and appropriate practical action in the school or local community.

Thoughtful selection of different sources and application of appropriate information relevant to the community activity.

Mostly productive development and use of specific knowledge, skills, and capabilities to complete work in the contract.

Mostly productive independent work and, where relevant, mostly productive contribution to shared learning situations.
	Detailed review of ongoing progress, with justification of several choices and actions relevant to the individual goals and purpose of the community activity.

Thoughtful reflection on the development of knowledge and skills, including the selected capability or capabilities, and their application to the community activity.

Well-considered reflection on the value of the community activity to the student and to others.

	C
	In consultation with the teacher and others, appropriate planning, exploration, and development of a contract of work, with achievable individual goals, some of which are challenging, and a small number of strategies for completing the contract.

Appropriate identification of existing knowledge and skills, including literacy and numeracy skills, and new knowledge and skills to be developed.

Considered exploration of some aspects of relevant capabilities and identification of one or more capabilities for focused development.
	Considered response to aspects of the feedback from teacher(s), peer(s), and community contact(s) to inform planning and development of the community activity.

Appropriate interaction with community contact(s) to help progress and complete the community activity.

Competent presentation of a record of evidence, including evidence of the appropriate development of one or more capabilities related to the community activity.
	Completion of all work in a contract

Mostly organised practical action in the school or local community.

Competent selection of different sources and application of some appropriate information relevant to the community activity.

Appropriate development and use of specific knowledge, skills, and capabilities to complete work in the contract.

Generally productive independent work and, where relevant, generally productive contribution to shared learning situations.
	Review of several aspects of the progress of the community activity, with some detail in sections.

Considered reflection on the development of knowledge and skills, including the selected capability or capabilities, and their application to the community activity.

Considered reflection on the value of the community activity to the student and to others.

	D
	With support, the setting of some achievable individual goals and identification of at least one strategy for a contract of work.

With support, identification of existing knowledge and skills, including literacy and numeracy skills, and new knowledge and skills to be developed.

Some identification of aspects of a capability and its relevance to the community activity.
	Some endeavour to respond to selected prompt-questions from the teacher about feedback from teacher(s), peer(s), and community contact(s). The response may or may not inform the community activity.

Some evidence of brief interaction with one or more community contacts, and of seeking feedback.

Partial presentation of some aspects of the record of evidence, including evidence of some endeavour to develop one or more capabilities.
	Completion of some work in a contract

Engagement in some aspects of a school or local community activity.

Consideration of a narrow range of sources and application of some relevant and appropriate information selected with support.

Application of one or more skills to complete aspects of work in the contract.

With prompting, some independent work and, where relevant, some contribution to shared learning.
	Superficial review of aspects of progress.

Description of some development of knowledge and skills, including aspects of a capability, during the community activity.

Partial reflection on some aspects of the value of the community activity to the student or to others.

	E
	With support, identification of some individual goals for a contract of work, and recognition of the need to identify strategies for completing the contract.

Recognition, with prompting, of existing knowledge or skills, and/or literacy or numeracy skills, and knowledge or a skill to be developed.

Emerging awareness of the capabilities and their relevance.
	Emerging preparedness to communicate with the teacher about feedback from teacher(s), peer(s), and community contact(s).

Occasional interaction with one or more community contacts.

Limited presentation of a record of evidence, including evidence of isolated attempts to develop one or more capabilities.
	Completion of a limited amount of work in a contract

Participation in an aspect of a school or local community activity.

Some recognition of the need to identify sources and select relevant and appropriate information.

Application of a skill to an aspect of work in the contract.

Isolated attempts to work independently or with others when prompted.
	Identification of one aspect of progress, with limited detail.

Description of a skill or an aspect of a capability related to the community activity.

Brief description of personal learning related to the community activity.


Reflection


Reflects in depth on the development of knowledge and skills, including selected capabilities, and their application to the community activity.





Reflection


Reviews ongoing progress thoughtfully and in some detail and with justification of several choices and actions relevant to the goals and purpose of the community activity.





Reflection


Demonstrates well-considered reflection on the value of the community activity to self and others.
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