Myth of Atlantis
In this report I will be discussing the various proposed locations of the Ancient City of Atlantis first dialogues Timaeus' and 'Critias', which were written approximately 360 BC. In Plato's dialogues, Critias claims that after a violent earthquake the City of Atlantis sunk into the sea approximately 9,200 years ago. The account puts the island's location just west of the 'Pillars of Hercules' which is now called the straight of Gibraltar. Even though the account locates where the city is supposed to be there are still many locations that have been proposed.

Andalusia

The Andalusia hypothesis was first developed in 1673 by a Spanish Author Jose Pellicerde Ossau I Tovar. Jose suggested that the metropois of Atlantis is between the islands Mayor and Menor, which is situated in the centre of the Doflana Marshes. Again in 1919 this hypothesis was further developed by Juan Fernandez Amador de Los Rios who said that it is located where the 'Marismas de Hinojo' is. In 1922 a German author Adolf Schulten made the same claim as Juan Fernandez; Otto Jessen and Richard Hennig also put forth this idea in the 1920s. A German teacher by the name of Werner Wickboldt also claimed this as the location of Atlantis. Wickboldt claimed that the war of Atlanteans was really the war of Sea Peoples that had attacked the Mediterranean countries approximately 1200 BC, he also claimed that the lost city of Tartessos could have been built on the ruined Atlantis. Wickboldt had satellite images of two elevations in the Marsh of Dofiana which he believes are the temples of 'Poseidon' and 'the temple of Clerto and Poseidon'.

Black Sea

Two German researchers Siegfried and Christian Schoppe believe that Atlantis is located in the Black Sea. Siegfried and Schoppe associated the 'Pillars of Hercules' with the strait of Bosporus, they had given no explanation of how the ships were to arrive in Atlantis's harbours when this area is 350 feet below the global sea level. They said that Oreichalcos means the obsidian stone that in those times used to be a cash equivalent but was then replaced in 5500 BC by the'spondylus'shell. Robert Ballard found remains that indicated that there were human habitations in a submarine 300 feet underwater in the Black Sea near the North Coast of Turkey.
Turkey

Peter James associates the Kingdom of Atlantis with the Kingdom of Zippasla. He claims that Solon did get the story from travelling, but he argues that he got it from Lydia not in Egypt like Plato says. Atlantis is identical to the city Tantulus in Asia Minor, which was destroyed by an earthquake. He claims the legends of Atlantis's conquests-are those based on the revolt by King Madduwattus of Zippasla against the Hittites.

Near Cyprus

Robert Samast
in 2004 claimed to have found the lost city by using sonar scans. He claimed that by using sonar he found man made walls that matched the description of Atlantis described by Plato. The site he claims to be Atlantis is located 1,500 m deep in the Mediterranean Sea between Cyprus and Syria.

Crete

One of the most convincing theories came from a Professor in Belfast by the name K.T. Frost. Spyridon Marinatos who was an archaeologist as well as A.G. Galanopoulos who was a seismologist; later added evidence to Frost theory. Frost suggested that Atlantis was east of the 'Pillars of Hercules' rather than west. He also suggested that the island was destroyed not 9000 years before Plato's time but 900. If Frost was right this would mean that Atlantis would be the island of Crete.
Today Crete is part of Greece and is situated just south of Athens. Before 1500 BC, Crete was a powerful Minoan Empire. Archaeological digs have shown that the Minoans were the most advance civilisation of their time.
Then all of a sudden the Minoan Civilisation just vanished. Ten miles north of Crete, on the island of what we now know as the island of Santorini a disaster had occurred that could be the reason for their disappearance. Twenty five hundred years ago, Santorini was a large island with a volcano in the centre. Approximately 1500 BC Santorini's volcano blew itself apart. The Santorini's explosion was four times more powerful than that of Krakatau in 1883. The tsunami that would have resulted from the explosion would have travelled a fair distance in land and destroyed the coastal towns.
Many of the details of the city of Atlantis fit in with the details of the Minoan civilisation. If Frost was correct then how did Plato get it wrong? Galanopoulos suggested that the mistakes made about place and time were maybe due to translating from Egyptian to Greek; if this were the case then 900 years ago became 9000 years and 250 miles became 2500 miles. If this is true then that would mean that Plato would have believed that the location of the island would be in the middle of the Atlantic Ocean.

These are only a few theories of where the city is located for there are well over 30 different theories of possible locations. If Atlantis were real, I believe that the Crete theory is the best theory. 
Sources : The Unmuesum, Wikipedia. About.com


Performance Standards for Stage 1 Ancient Studies

	
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Research and Analysis
	Communication

	A 


	In-depth knowledge and critical understanding of selected ideas, individuals, groups, institutions, social systems, events, and artefacts of the ancient world.

Discerning and well-informed recognition of, and insightful reflection on, diverse attitudes, beliefs, and values in the ancient world, supported by carefully selected examples.
	Astute selection, critical analysis, and synthesis of appropriate primary and secondary sources, including literary sources and contexts.

Careful, consistent, and accurate application of selected skills of historical literacy, including appropriate acknowledgment of sources.
	Clear, precise, well-informed, and highly persuasive argument.

Coherent communication in a range of forms relevant to context, purpose, and audience.

	B 
	Well-considered knowledge and understanding of selected ideas, individuals, groups, institutions, social systems, events, and artefacts of the ancient world in the context of the topics covered.

Well-informed recognition of, and thoughtful reflection on, diverse attitudes, beliefs, and values in the ancient world, supported by examples.
	Well-considered selection, critical analysis, and synthesis of appropriate primary and secondary sources, including literary sources and contexts.

Consistent and accurate application of selected skills of historical literacy, including appropriate acknowledgment of sources.


	Clear, informed, persuasive argument.

Clear communication in different forms relevant to context, purpose, and audience.


	C
	Appropriate knowledge and understanding of selected ideas, individuals, groups, institutions, social systems, events, and artefacts of the ancient world in the context of the topics covered.
Generally sound  recognition of, and considered reflection on, attitudes, beliefs, and values in the ancient world, and some understanding of their diversity.
	Competent selection, critical analysis, and synthesis of appropriate primary and secondary sources, including literary sources and contexts.

Appropriate application of selected skills of historical literacy, including appropriate acknowledgment of sources.
	Informed and relevant argument.
Mostly clear communication, in more than one form, that is mostly relevant to context, purpose, and audience.


	D
	Recognition and some understanding of ideas, individuals, groups, institutions, social systems, events, and artefacts of the ancient world in the context of the topics covered.

Some recognition and superficial consideration or description of attitudes, beliefs, and values in the ancient world, and some understanding of their diversity.
	Some identification and superficial analysis of primary and secondary sources, mainly using descriptions.

Application of some selected skills of historical literacy and some acknowledgment of sources.
	Superficial argument that refers to few sources and tends mostly towards description.
Some communication in more than one form, with some relevance to purpose.

	E
	Some awareness of aspects of the ancient world in the context of the topics covered.

Attempted description of attitudes, beliefs, and values in the ancient world.
	Some identification and use of source materials.

Limited application of any skills of historical literacy or acknowledgment of sources.
	Attempted description based on information from one or more sources.

Brief communication, with limited relevance.


Communication


Mostly clear communication e.g.  appropriate paragraphing though use of personal pronoun (I) is not consistent with a formal report.





Research and analysis


Competent selection of secondary sources but listing of writers’ suggestions for locations of Atlantis indicates only superficial analysis. 





Communication


Superficial argument tending towards description. 





Unclear expression of historical ideas.





Knowledge and Understanding, Communication


Generally sound and relevant argument including recognition of beliefs in relation to Atlantis in the ancient world. Recognises how an historical event like the volcanic explosion of Santorini may have created a tidal wave which destroyed or caused the submergence of Atlantis.





Research and Analysis


Some acknowledge-ment of websites (but incomplete and inadequate).





Additional comments


Knowledge and Understanding


Demonstrates, in general, an appropriate knowledge and understanding of an event – the mystery of the disappearance of Plato’s ancient city of Atlantis.


Research and Analysis


Overall, competent selection, critical analysis, and synthesis of appropriate secondary sources, including literary sources and contexts, however the analysis and synthesis are mostly paraphrased from unreferenced web sources.


Demonstrates appropriate application of historical literacy skills including consideration of varied perspectives; location and organisation of electronic sources; understanding provisional nature of archaeological, literary and historical knowledge, however only some acknowledgment of sources was evident.


Communication


Throughout this history report, communicates clearly most of the time in relation to context, audience, and purpose, although paraphrases from acknowledged sources. 


Mostly clear communication that is generally relevant to context, purpose, and audience because of skill in paraphrasing of sources.
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