
Stage 2 Tourism

Assessment Type 2: Practical Activity

Granite Island: Tourist Impact on Little Penguin Colony
Introduction
Granite Island, situated 87km south of Adelaide, is located off Victor Harbor, which connects to the mainland by a causeway. Granite Island is currently home to only 146 penguins, with over 700,000 tourists visiting annually to view them; it is the most visited park in South Australia, according to the Department of Environment and Natural Resources. The SATC Fleurieu Peninsula Regional Profile (2009) shows that typical activities enjoyed by tourists in the region certainly match what Granite Island has to offer (see Figure 1).
In a recent article, Mary Jones, Environmental Manager at Granite Island, stated “things are getting critical there were 1548 little penguins counted in 2001, representing a drop of 90.6 per cent from nine years of census data collection.”
 Therefore, the aim of this Practical Activity is to examine the impact of tourists on Granite Island penguins, by looking at environmental, economic and social factors.
Economic Factors
Mary Jones from the Granite Island Penguin Centre states in an article, and she recently told our class on a visit to the island that “never before has Granite Islands Annual Penguin Census been more important. The penguin numbers have been plummeting for the past 10 years, and now things are getting serious.”
  Penguins have always been one of the many, main attractions for tourists whilst visiting the region with the day and night tours (Figure 3), but with the gradual increase of tourists to Granite Island, penguin numbers are now decreasing due to habitats being ruined, penguins being disturbed and even stolen. Therefore, the number of tourists could consequently decrease over time as well. Natalie Gilbert also stated in an interview, “There is every likelihood that this will be in the next few years. Penguins tend not to recolonise, so when they are gone, they probably won’t come back in a hurry, if ever.”
 Therefore, with the decrease of penguins, the loss of over 35000 tourists will create a significant economic loss to the town’s shops, restaurants and even Granite Islands Penguin centre, which will then lead to Granite Island becoming unsustainable.

Environmental
With an increasing number of tourists to Victor Harbor, human impact on the decline of penguins is becoming more and more apparent as activities such as direct pressure from people seeking to have penguin experiences and indirect pressure from visitors carrying out activities such as fishing, walking, sightseeing, whale watching etc. Also things such as damage to sensitive dune areas especially penguin habitats due to visitors ignoring fenced off areas, and also the protection of Penguins during peak times on Granite Island is difficult to maintain. Also, Mary Jones states that “it appears [that the construction zone of tourist facilities] has had a negative effect on the success of penguin breeding”.
 Although there are many human impacts there are also environmental impacts that are causing the depletion of penguins such as global warming, this “includes increasing water temperatures and altering fish stocks and species,” according to Tour Guide Jane Phillips (tour 23/9/2010). Maybe it is natural factors rather than tourists exceeding the carrying capacity of Granite Island that is causing a decline in Penguin numbers.

Social/Cultural


Socially, the local’s attitudes towards tourists are positive and in reference to the irridex the locals are either still euphoric or maybe apathetic, for they are positive with the tourists and are welcomed by the whole community. Ned from the Victor Harbor Visitor Centre and Joyce Pappas our tour guide stated (23/9/2010) that “locals love the tourists; they have a positive attitude towards them and are very friendly.” In a survey we conducted of 40 random locals near Victor Harbor Visitor Centre, 85% of them said they were either positive or very positive regarding tourism to Granite Island. This result confirms the secondary research findings.


Conclusion

Figure 9 shows the numbers of penguins decreasing from 2000 to 2010, and with the increasing number of tourists wanting to visit Granite Island the Penguin population may continue to decline if drastic measures and a management plan are not put in place. Therefore, in order for Granite Island to become sustainable and be able to care for these penguins, the three areas, in the tourism industry economic, environmental and socio/cultural must be sustainable and remain sustainable (Figure 10). But unfortunately over the years to come even with development being looked into these changes won’t happen for a number of years and by then it maybe too late resulting in Granite Island becoming unsustainable for tourism.

Recommendations

Economic:

· Restricting how many people enter Granite Island at a time.

· Only be open for lunch; reducing the number of tourists over throughout the day, for they can dine in Victor Harbor. 

Environmental:

· Using the seals as attractions also can result in an increase in numbers of tourists and maybe even an increase in penguins due to the shared appreciation.

· Further studies need to be carried out to determine the extent of these impacts.

Socio/cultural: 
· Having cameras all over the Island to ensure no penguins are being harmed.

· Limiting the number of tourists in each tour to a bare minimum of 5 – 10 can result in the penguins feeling less scared.
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Performance Standards for Stage 2 Tourism

	
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Analysis and Evaluation
	Investigation and Application
	Communication

	A
	In-depth understanding of simple and complex tourism knowledge.

In-depth knowledge and comprehensive understanding of tourism concepts and  models in different contexts.
	Comprehensive interpretation and critical analysis of different perspectives on tourism trends, developments, and/or contemporary issues.

Insightful evaluation of the validity, bias, and accuracy of sources of information.

Perceptive analysis and evaluation of tourism concepts and models.

Perceptive and well-supported development of informed opinions, conclusions, and recommendations.
	Insightful investigation and critical analysis of both obvious and subtle connections between primary and secondary sources of information.

Comprehensive and diverse application of practical tourism skills in different contexts.

Comprehensive and systematic approach to investigation of tourism trends, developments, and/or contemporary issues.

Clear and convincing application of tourism knowledge, and tourism concepts and models, in different contexts.
	Highly effective, coherent, and concise communication of well-informed and well-supported ideas about tourism, using forms well-suited to the purpose and audience.

Insightful, clear, and appropriate use of a wide range of tourism terminology.

Most effective incorporation of relevant visual and graphical evidence. 

Appropriate and consistent acknowledgment of a diverse range of sources.

	B
	Some depth in understanding of simple and complex tourism knowledge. 

Detailed knowledge and well-informed understanding of tourism concepts and models in different contexts.
	Well-informed and detailed interpretation and critical analysis of different perspectives on tourism trends, developments, and/or contemporary issues.

Well-considered evaluation of the validity, bias, and accuracy of sources of information.

Well-informed and detailed analysis and evaluation of tourism concepts and models.

Thoughtful and broad development of informed opinions, conclusions, and recommendations.
	Focused investigation and critical analysis of connections between primary and secondary sources of information.

Diverse and competent application of practical tourism skills in different contexts.

Systematic approach to investigation of tourism trends, developments, and/or contemporary issues.

Sustained application of tourism knowledge, and tourism concepts and models, in different contexts.
	Effective and coherent communication of informed and mostly supported ideas about tourism, using forms that suit the purpose and audience.

Mostly clear and appropriate use of a range of tourism terminology.

Effective incorporation of relevant visual and graphical evidence.

Generally appropriate and consistent acknowledgment of a range of sources.

	C
	General understanding of tourism knowledge.

Knowledge and informed understanding of tourism concepts and models in different contexts.
	Competent interpretation and some critical analysis of different perspectives on tourism trends, developments, and/or contemporary issues.

Some considered evaluation of the validity, bias, or accuracy of sources of information.

Informed analysis and some evaluation of tourism concepts and models.

Appropriate development of informed opinions, conclusions, or recommendations.
	Investigation and some critical analysis of connections between primary and secondary sources of information.

Some considered application of practical tourism skills in different contexts.

Some focused investigation into aspects of tourism trends, developments, and/or contemporary issues.

Competent application of tourism knowledge and tourism concepts in different contexts, and limited application of tourism models.
	Effective communication of informed ideas about tourism, using forms that mostly suit the purpose and audience.

Mostly appropriate use of tourism terminology.

Inclusion of some relevant visual and graphical evidence.

Some consistency in the use of appropriate acknowledgment of sources.

	D
	Basic understanding of simple tourism knowledge.

Some recognition and understanding of tourism concepts and possibly models in different contexts.
	Some consideration and attempted interpretation of different perspectives on a tourism trend, development, and/or contemporary issue. 

Superficial consideration of the validity, bias, or accuracy of one or more sources of information.

Some consideration and description of tourism concepts or models.

Partial development of opinions, conclusions, or recommendations, with some supporting evidence.
	Identification of some connections between primary and secondary sources of information.

Partial application of practical tourism skills in one or more contexts.

Inconsistent approach to investigation into aspects of tourism trends, developments, and/or contemporary issues.

Superficial application of tourism knowledge, tourism concepts, or tourism models.
	Superficial communication of ideas about tourism, with some linking of forms to the purpose and audience.

Occasional use of tourism terminology that tends to lack contextual relevance.

Inconsistent incorporation of some visual and graphical evidence that may have limited relevance.

Inconsistent use of more than one source.

	E
	Emerging recognition of aspects of tourism knowledge.

Emerging awareness of tourism concepts or models in one or more contexts.
	Attempted identification of different perspectives on a tourism trend, development, or contemporary issue.

Attempted consideration of bias or accuracy in a source of information.

Some description of a tourism concept or model.

Attempted development or expression of an opinion, a conclusion, or a recommendation.
	Attempted identification of a connection between a primary and a secondary source of information.

Some attempted application of practical tourism skills in one or more contexts.

Identification and some description of aspects of tourism trends, developments, or contemporary issues.

Some attempted application of tourism knowledge, tourism concepts, or tourism models.
	Limited communication about any aspects of tourism, with limited relevance of form to the purpose and audience.

Limited use of basic tourism terminology.

Attempted use of visual or graphical evidence, with limited relevance.

Attempted use of one or more sources.


Communication


Effective incorporation of relevant visual and graphical evidence.








Figure 1: Student inserted graph of activities enjoyed by tourists in the Fleurieu.�


Source: http://www.tourism.sa.gov.au/WebFiles/publications/ResearchReports-RegionalProfiles/PDFDocument/FleurieuPeninsula_Profile09.pdf





Investigation and Application


Some critical analysis of connections between primary and secondary sources.


Some considered application of practical tourism skills.








Figures 2 & 3: Student inserted photos of Granite Island Penguin Centre.�


Source: Student generated 





Communication


Mostly appropriate use of tourism terminology.





Communication


Generally appropriate and consistent acknowledge-ment of a range of sources.








Figures 4-6: Student inserted photos of various aspects of penguin habitat, including protective signs, boardwalk and burrows.�


Source: Student generated 





Investigation and Application 


Some evidence of focused approach to investigating tourism issues and trends.





Knowledge and Understanding


Knowledge and informed understanding of tourism concepts and models.








Figure 7: Student inserted a photo of Granite Island’s heritage horse drawn carriage.





Source: Student generated 





Investigation and Application


Some critical analysis of connections between primary and secondary sources.








Figure 8: Student inserted a diagram of Doxey’s Irridex.





Source: No acknowledgement of source








 Figure 9: Student inserted graph showing average monthly penguin numbers from ‘Nightly Penguin Counts’ 2000 -10


�Source: Encounter Bay Penguin Breeding Monitoring Program 2009-10.


Raw data supplied by Natalie Gilbert, via email, September 2010








Figure 10: Student inserted a diagram summarising the Triple Bottom Line approach to tourism.�


Source: No acknowledgement of source





Investigation and Application


Some evidence of focused investigation into tourism trends and issues.





Additional Comments 


This response is indicative of a ‘C’ grade.


Knowledge and Understanding


Demonstrates a general understanding of simple and complex tourism knowledge throughout the Practical Activity.


Investigation and Application


Displays some competent application of practical tourism skills throughout, with some focused investigation of tourism trends.


Communication


Provides some effective communication of ideas, a mostly appropriate use of tourism terminology, and generally consistent acknowledgement of a range of sources throughout the response.


Please note that for privacy reasons fictitious names have been used in this example.





Communication


Mostly appropriate use of a range of tourism terminology.








� http://www.victorharbortimes.com.au/news/local/news/general/penguin-numbers-drop/1929792.aspx - viewed on the 13th of November


� http://www.amlrnrm.sa.gov.au/UpcomingEvents/newsid712/1371.aspx - viewed on the 16th of November – Adelaide & Mount Lofty Ranges Natural Resources Management Board (Government of South Australia) 


� Interview with our class, 23/9/2010


� ibid
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