
Backpackers and Responsible Travel
Backpackers are “driven by a sense of adventure, and as such are always trying to find somewhere beautiful, completely off the beaten track” (Hangsten, 2009). 

According to Tourism Australia a backpacker is defined “a traveller who has spent one or more nights in a backpacker / hostel accommodation while travelling” (Tourism Australia, 2005). 

The table below shows the median average of how many nights a person would stay from a particular country.


Figure 1 shows backpackers from the United Kingdom stay the longest in Australia. A reason for this is because Australian currency is cheaper than United Kingdom currency and when using their money here they get double its worth. New Zealanders backpackers stay the least amount of nights maybe because Australia and New Zealand are fairly similar places. 

Backpacking appeals to certain people because it “is adventurous and gives them a sense of independence and freedom to explore whatever the heart wants” (James, 2009). The table below shows why backpackers choose to backpack. A recently conducted survey of backpackers in Adelaide showed the main aims of backpacking.
The table from BTR shows most backpackers being international of domestic backpack for a holiday. The most unpopular reason for an international backpacking is for business and the domestic backpackers do not backpack looking for jobs and education.


Plog’s Continuum theory classifies the tourist into a certain group that shows what they are not / willing to do on their trip. Allocentric tourists take risks in their journey and explore new things. Psychocentric tourists stick to sites they are familiar with. Mid-centric tourists are average travellers who mix the two traits.


Figure 5 shows how many international backpackers visited Australian states from 1999 to 2003. Northern Territory has lost popularity with backpackers for their average percentage has dropped 4.5% yet Tasmania has risen in popularity with backpackers by 8.4%.


Figure 6 shows the nights and the amount that the backpacker spends on their trip. It shows that Canadian’s stay for the least amount of time but use the most amount of money on their trip. The country that spends the least on the trip is Korea which average to $4 437 per trip and around 1 night/day. This may be because Korean money is lower than Australian money so they spend double. 


Backpackers try to save as much money as they can while travelling for they want to go to many places during their stay and enjoy bits of different things. However, some basic needs are more needed than others. The table below gives evidence that most money is used in providing food, drink and accommodations which is the most important need to stay alive. The second highest expenditure backpackers spend on is shopping, the lest is gambling and rental for vehicles. 



This table shows difference between psychocentrics and allocentric travellers. Plog’s theory categorises tourist into different groups because they have different traits that divide them apart from what they are willing to do and not do, how much they spend and try to save. Backpackers are more likely to fall under the allocentrics category because they do not like to do the normal tours. They also want to use most of their time in a place being active and not so much relaxing and enjoy the view from the hotel room. “Backpackers want to be where the action is” (Tina, a worker in Adelaide YHA where backpackers stay). Tourists who are psychocentric are tourists on a business holiday or family tourists because they want to relax more than be out and about rising their stress levels. Some backpackers are like this but not many.

Backpackers’ effects on Australia are good and bad. Some comments from non-backpackers I interviewed said backpackers can create problems in Australia such as:
	Issue
	Impact

	Bad Media for Australian Tourists
	When a backpacker is reported missing, murdered or kidnapped it makes other tourist fear for their safety while there is nothing to be fear of because the media sensualise news.

	Hostel Hygiene
	Some hostels are made unhygienic by backpackers. This makes some backpackers think that backpacking in Australia is troublesome because they don’t want to stay in unhygienic hostels.

	Employing Backpackers
	When backpackers are hired in Australia to do casual work it destroys the Australian economy for some are paid at extremely low rates and are more likely to be hired for their cheap wages. Some don’t have working visas. 


A recent survey said that 100% of the backpackers had witnessed or participated in a violent fight in hostel accommodation. 

However, with all the different types of tourists visiting different countries there are many issues that have had bad effects on the host country. Some issues raised by backpackers in my interview at Adelaide YHA, not necessarily about Australia
	Issue
	Impact

	Taking Advantage of the Failing Economy
	When tourist from other countries come to a failing economy country and purchase things some may want to haggle. This lowers the profit of people’s income and will not benefit them as much.

	Supporting Prostitution
	Tourists to some countries look to take advantage of poverty and some take advantage of their sex slave problem.

	Racial Tension
	Tourists who come from other countries may suffer from racial comments that offend them and cause racial tension.


There are many different types of tourist that visit Australia each year. Tourists may be backpackers, honeymooners, business travellers or family group looking for different things, although everyone wants the best for their money and to enjoy themselves.
Although backpackers aid the economy of their host country they still have bad effects on the economy. 

My surveys and interviews agree with the secondary research I did about the type of backpackers, the amount of money, nights and even activities they like to do. Backpackers do have bad affects on the host community but some are good affects, so not all of them are irresponsible. Some tourist who are not backpackers are irresponsible as well. 
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Performance Standards for Stage 2 Tourism
	
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Analysis and Evaluation
	Investigation and Application
	Communication

	A
	In-depth understanding of simple and complex tourism knowledge.

In-depth knowledge and comprehensive understanding of tourism concepts and models in different contexts. 
	Comprehensive interpretation and critical analysis of different perspectives on tourism trends, developments, and contemporary issues.

Insightful evaluation of the validity, bias, and accuracy of sources of information.

Perceptive analysis and evaluation of tourism concepts and models.

Perceptive and well-supported development of informed opinions, conclusions, and recommendations. 
	Insightful investigation and critical analysis of both obvious and subtle connections between primary and secondary sources of information.

Comprehensive and diverse application of practical tourism skills in different contexts.

Comprehensive and systematic approach to investigation of tourism trends, developments, or contemporary issues.

Clear and convincing application of tourism knowledge, and tourism concepts and models, in different contexts.
	Highly effective, coherent, and concise communication of well-informed and well-supported ideas about tourism, using forms well-suited to the purpose and audience.

Insightful, clear, and appropriate use of a wide range of tourism terminology.

Most effective incorporation of relevant graphical and visual representations. 

Appropriate and consistent acknowledgment of a diverse range of sources.

	B
	Some depth in understanding of simple and complex tourism knowledge. 

Detailed knowledge and well-informed understanding of tourism concepts and models in different contexts. 
	Well-informed and detailed interpretation and critical analysis of different perspectives on tourism trends, developments, and contemporary issues.

Well-considered evaluation of the validity, bias, and accuracy of sources of information.

Well-informed and detailed analysis and evaluation of tourism concepts and models.

Thoughtful and broad development of informed opinions, conclusions, and recommendations. 
	Focused investigation and critical analysis of connections between primary and secondary sources of information.

Diverse and competent application of practical tourism skills in different contexts.

Systematic approach to investigation of tourism trends, developments, or contemporary issues.

Sustained application of tourism knowledge, and tourism concepts and models in different contexts.
	Effective and coherent communication of informed and mostly supported ideas about tourism, using forms that suit the purpose and audience.

Mostly clear and appropriate use of a range of tourism terminology.

Effective incorporation of relevant graphical and visual representations.
Generally appropriate and consistent acknowledgment of a range of sources.

	C
	General understanding of tourism knowledge.
Knowledge and informed understanding of tourism concepts and models in different contexts. 
	Competent interpretation and some critical analysis of different perspectives on tourism trends, developments, and contemporary issues.
Some considered evaluation of the validity, bias, or accuracy of sources of information.

Informed analysis and some evaluation of tourism concepts and models.

Appropriate development of informed opinions, conclusions, or recommendations. 
	Investigation and some critical analysis of connections between primary and secondary sources of information.

Some considered application of practical tourism skills in different contexts.

Some focused investigation into aspects of tourism trends, developments, or contemporary issues.

Competent application of tourism knowledge and tourism concepts in different contexts, and limited application of tourism models.
	Effective communication of informed ideas about tourism, using forms that mostly suit the purpose and audience.

Mostly appropriate use of tourism terminology.
Inclusion of some relevant graphical and visual representations.

Some consistency in the use of appropriate acknowledgment of sources.

	D
	Basic understanding of simple tourism knowledge.

Some recognition and understanding of tourism concepts and possibly models in different contexts. 
	Some consideration and attempted interpretation of different perspectives on a tourism trend, development, and/or contemporary issue. 

Superficial consideration of the validity, bias, or accuracy of one or more sources of information.

Some consideration and description of tourism concepts or models.

Partial development of opinions, conclusions, or recommendations, with some supporting evidence. 
	Identification of some connections between primary and secondary sources of information.

Partial application of practical tourism skills in one or more contexts.

Inconsistent approach to investigation into aspects of tourism trends, developments, or contemporary issues.

Superficial application of tourism knowledge, tourism concepts, or tourism models.
	Superficial communication of ideas about tourism, with some linking of forms to the purpose and audience.
Occasional use of tourism terminology that tends to lack contextual relevance.

Inconsistent incorporation of some graphical and visual representations that may have limited relevance.

Inconsistent use of more than one source of information.

	E
	Emerging recognition of aspects of tourism knowledge.

Emerging awareness of tourism concepts or models in one or more contexts.
	Attempted identification of different perspectives on a tourism trend, development, or contemporary issue.

Attempted consideration of bias or accuracy in a source of information.

Some description of a tourism concept or model.

Attempted development or expression of an opinion, a conclusion, or a recommendation.
	Attempted identification of a connection between a primary and a secondary source of information.

Some attempted application of practical tourism skills in one or more contexts.

Identification and some description of aspects of tourism trends, developments, or contemporary issues.

Some attempted application of tourism knowledge, tourism concepts, or tourism models.
	Limited communication about any aspects of tourism, with limited relevance of form to the purpose and audience.

Limited use of basic tourism terminology.

Attempted use of a graphical or visual representation, with limited relevance.

Attempted use of one or more sources of information. 











Student inserted column graph of ‘International Backpackers and Other Visitors, Median Duration of Stay, 2003’





from ‘Backpackers in Australia, 2003’ accessed at � HYPERLINK "http://www.tra.com.au" �www.tra.com.au� 








Figure 1: Tourism in Australia Backpacker Report, 2003
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Figure 7: Intrenational Backpackers’ Expenditure by Item, 2003











Student inserted table of ‘International backpackers, nights and expenditure by country, 2004’





from unacknowledged source.





Figure 6: International Backpackers, Nights and Expenditure 


by Country, 2004





Investigation and Application


Demonstrates some critical analysis of connections between primary and secondary sources of information.





Communication


Incorporates relevant graphical representations into written discussion. 





Investigation and Application


Displays some considered application of practical tourism skills in different contexts.





Additional comments


Illustrative of a “C “grade response.


Knowledge and Understanding


demonstrates a general understanding of tourism knowledge throughout the practical activity


displays knowledge and informed understanding of tourism concepts and models in different contexts.


Analysis and Evaluation


partially develops opinions and conclusions with some supporting evidence


competent interpretation and analysis of different perspectives on tourism trends.


Investigation and Application


displays some competent application of practical tourism skills throughout, with some focused investigation of tourism trends.


Communication


provides superficial communication of ideas, a mostly appropriate use of tourism terminology, and generally consistent acknowledgement of a range of sources throughout the task. 





Investigation and Application


Shows some critical analysis of connections between primary and secondary sources of information.











Student inserted table showing differences between Psychocentrics and Allocentrics travel characteristics, 





from Plog (1973) in Weaver & Lawton, Tourism management (2006), page





Figure 8: Travel Characteristics of Psychographic Types, 1995











Analysis and Evaluation


Provides a competent interpretation and analysis of tourism trends and issues, and partially develops opinions with supporting evidence.





Knowledge and Understanding


Displays a general understanding of tourism knowledge.





Communication


Demonstrates use of tourism terminology that is mostly appropriate.
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from ‘Backpackers in Australia, 2003’ accessed at � HYPERLINK "http://www.tra.com.au" �www.tra.com.au� 








Figure 3: Tourism in Australia Backpacker Report, 2003

















Student created and inserted pie chart of ‘Aim of Backpacking’





Figure 2: Aim of Backpacking Survey Results
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Figure 5: International Visitor Survey, 1999-2003





Investigation and Application


Identifies some connections between primary and secondary sources. 











Student inserted normal distribution curve of Plog’s Allocentric-


Psychocentric Continuum





from Plog (1973), in Weaver & Lawton (2006), Tourism Management, Brisbane: John Wiley & Sons, page





Figure 4: Plog’s Allocentric-Psychocentric Curve bell, 1994





Communication


Shows some effective incorporation of relevant graphical representations, and generally uses appropriate and consistent acknowledgement of a range of sources. Often communicates ideas about tourism superficially with a lack of coherence. 
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