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Student inserted an unreferenced image of Australian Aboriginal people and one of Canadian Indigenous peoples in traditional dress.
Defining Indigenous tourism:

Indigenous tourism is tourism that directly engages Indigenous people, either by allowing them to manage a site or making Indigenous culture the focus for a destination. An Indigenous-focus tourist is generally an international or domestic tourist who participates in or undertakes at least one Indigenous tourism activity during a holiday, such as visiting cultural sites or Indigenous communities, experiencing traditional dances, arts and crafts, and travelling to remote Indigenous areas.

Cultural history:

Australian Aboriginal people are the oldest surviving cultural group in the world,
  having passed down their culture, history and language through stories, art and the protection of sacred sites. Traditionally, Australian Aboriginal people were "semi-nomadic hunters and gatherers",
 living as separate clan groups, each with their own territory and language (see Figure 1). The land is essential to the Aboriginal people's lives. This ideal is still important today, vital in assisting Aboriginal people to retain their culture. Many Aboriginal cultures can be seen by tourists who visit Australia today, a similar situation to the Canadian Aboriginal people.
Canadian Aboriginal groups are recognised in the Canadian Constitution Act of 1982. The term covers Canadian Indians, Inuit and the Metis (who arrived after European settlement from Siberia – Figure 2). Indigenous groups are thought to have been present in Canada for 10,000 to 30,000 years, and at the time of European contact there were approximately 350,000 in total,
 a similar estimation of the Australian Aboriginal population. They, too, have retained their culture by passing stories through generations, and through their festivals and traditional dances.
Attraction:

Tourists are attracted to different aspects of Indigenous Australian and Canadian cultures. Australian Aboriginal art and culture displays were the most popular Indigenous tourism activity in 2008, with almost 72% of tourists participating in these activities.
 However, a Canadian niche market known as Dual Track Travelers attracts tourists who are interested in natural and cultural tourism, and includes outdoor activities such as nature walks. One similarity between the two industries is how many tourists participate in seeing cultural dances: Canadian Pow Wows and Australian Corroborees.

Economic sustainability:

The Indigenous segment of the Australian tourism industry is economically viable. Although there was a decline in the number of international and domestic Indigenous-focused tourists travelling to Australia in 2008, both groups still spent more per trip than other tourists (Figure 3).
 The Indigenous Tourism Industry is valuable to Australia economically, worth $100 million a year according to Indigenous Tourism Australia’s Executive Chairman Senator, Aden Ridgeway. Economic benefit can also be seen in Canada, where according to the University of Northern British Columbia, the industry generates $750 million annually.

Indigenous Tourism Industry also provides opportunities for employment, contributing to the sustainability of the market. In Canada, in Saskatchewan alone, the industry employs nearly 42,000 Aboriginal people.
 Similarly, since 2002 the Australian Government has made a particular effort to provide funding and assistance to Indigenous tourism enterprises through regional tourism programs, such as the 'Business Ready Program for Indigenous Tourism'. Enterprises such as the Aboriginal Art and Cultural Centre in Alice Springs and the Tjapukai Aboriginal Cultural Park in Cairns have won major international tourism awards for employing Aboriginal people.
One major difference between the two Indigenous tourism industries is that in Canada "the demand for Aboriginal tourism is outpacing capacity."
  Perhaps businesses based around Indigenous tourism do not have sufficient knowledge of the Indigenous tourism market. There is also generally a lower level of public awareness concerning Indigenous tourism in Canada, whereas in Australia Aboriginal peoples and their culture seem openly recognised and valued. 


Consequently, those who participate in Canadian Indigenous tourism activities tend to be international tourists, while 456,000 domestic tourists participated in Indigenous tourism in Australia in 2008.

Environmental sustainability:
Both Canada and Australia's Indigenous tourism industries and Governments strive to be environmentally sustainable. The Australian Government has introduced programs such as the 'Respecting Our Culture (ROC) Program', which encourages businesses involved in the Indigenous tourism industry to embrace national accreditation standards to guarantee that tourism experiences meet customer expectations in a professional and sustainable way. Canada's Government has introduced sites such as the Cree Village Ecolodge in Moose Factory, Ontario, a sustainable tourism site which prides itself on using environmentally-friendly technology such as composting toilets and building materials.

Socio-cultural sustainability:
Both the Canadian and Australian Governments endeavour to protect each respective Aboriginal culture from commodification and exploitation, by restricting performances of Pow Wows and  corroborees to culturally appropriate times. The Canadian Government has recently introduced the 'Official Languages Act', which establishes the Inuit Language, along with English and French, as an official language. Similarly, the Australian Government has introduced the 'Indigenous Advisory Committee' which strives to protect Aboriginal culture, and Acts such as the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Heritage Protection Act 1984 in response to requests to protect important Indigenous areas and objects.
Sources used:

Sources acknowledged in this assignment were secondary internet-based sources, as primary sources were not required. Most websites were government-based for both cultures. One particularly helpful source was the Tourism Research Australia website, from which I downloaded a number of recent 'Snapshots' about the Australian Indigenous tourism industry. Also helpful was the UNBC Outdoor Recreation & Tourism Management article and 'The Aboriginal Tourism Market December 2007'. These were helpful because they were relatively up-to-date, reliable, credible and accurate, free from bias sources: one is from a government website, and the second is from a University website. 


Conclusion

Although Canadian and Australian Aboriginal cultures differ, both are not only sustainable, they are interesting and unique to their country of origin. The same can be said of their Indigenous tourism industries. Both cultures are protected from commodification by Government initiatives, which assists in sustaining them. Government initiatives play a large part in ensuring environmental sustainability. Finally, Indigenous tourism provides a boost to the economies of each country and provides much needed employment to the local Indigenous peoples. Though different, these cultures and the tourism industries that they form are sustainable: they are economically viable, whilst protecting environmental and cultural aspects. 
Performance Standards for Stage 2 Tourism
	
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Analysis and Evaluation
	Investigation and Application
	Communication

	A
	In-depth understanding of simple and complex tourism knowledge.
In-depth knowledge and comprehensive understanding of tourism concepts and models in different contexts. 
	Comprehensive interpretation and critical analysis of different perspectives on tourism trends, developments, and contemporary issues.
Insightful evaluation of the validity, bias, and accuracy of sources of information.

Perceptive analysis and evaluation of tourism concepts and models.

Perceptive and well-supported development of informed opinions, conclusions, and recommendations. 
	Insightful investigation and critical analysis of both obvious and subtle connections between primary and secondary sources of information.

Comprehensive and diverse application of practical tourism skills in different contexts.

Comprehensive and systematic approach to investigation of tourism trends, developments, or contemporary issues.

Clear and convincing application of tourism knowledge, and tourism concepts and models, in different contexts.
	Highly effective, coherent, and concise communication of well-informed and well-supported ideas about tourism, using forms well-suited to the purpose and audience.

Insightful, clear, and appropriate use of a wide range of tourism terminology.

Most effective incorporation of relevant graphical and visual representations. 

Appropriate and consistent acknowledgment of a diverse range of sources.

	B
	Some depth in understanding of simple and complex tourism knowledge. 

Detailed knowledge and well-informed understanding of tourism concepts and models in different contexts. 
	Well-informed and detailed interpretation and critical analysis of different perspectives on tourism trends, developments, and contemporary issues.

Well-considered evaluation of the validity, bias, and accuracy of sources of information.
Well-informed and detailed analysis and evaluation of tourism concepts and models.

Thoughtful and broad development of informed opinions, conclusions, and recommendations. 
	Focused investigation and critical analysis of connections between primary and secondary sources of information.

Diverse and competent application of practical tourism skills in different contexts.

Systematic approach to investigation of tourism trends, developments, or contemporary issues.

Sustained application of tourism knowledge, and tourism concepts and models in different contexts.
	Effective and coherent communication of informed and mostly supported ideas about tourism, using forms that suit the purpose and audience.

Mostly clear and appropriate use of a range of tourism terminology.

Effective incorporation of relevant graphical and visual representations.

Generally appropriate and consistent acknowledgment of a range of sources.

	C
	General understanding of tourism knowledge.

Knowledge and informed understanding of tourism concepts and models in different contexts. 
	Competent interpretation and some critical analysis of different perspectives on tourism trends, developments, and contemporary issues.

Some considered evaluation of the validity, bias, or accuracy of sources of information.

Informed analysis and some evaluation of tourism concepts and models.
Appropriate development of informed opinions, conclusions, or recommendations. 
	Investigation and some critical analysis of connections between primary and secondary sources of information.

Some considered application of practical tourism skills in different contexts.

Some focused investigation into aspects of tourism trends, developments, or contemporary issues.

Competent application of tourism knowledge and tourism concepts in different contexts, and limited application of tourism models.
	Effective communication of informed ideas about tourism, using forms that mostly suit the purpose and audience.

Mostly appropriate use of tourism terminology.

Inclusion of some relevant graphical and visual representations.

Some consistency in the use of appropriate acknowledgment of sources.

	D
	Basic understanding of simple tourism knowledge.

Some recognition and understanding of tourism concepts and possibly models in different contexts. 
	Some consideration and attempted interpretation of different perspectives on a tourism trend, development, or contemporary issue. 

Superficial consideration of the validity, bias, or accuracy of one or more sources of information.

Some consideration and description of tourism concepts or models.

Partial development of opinions, conclusions, or recommendations, with some supporting evidence. 
	Identification of some connections between primary and secondary sources of information.

Partial application of practical tourism skills in one or more contexts.

Inconsistent approach to investigation into aspects of tourism trends, developments, or contemporary issues.

Superficial application of tourism knowledge, tourism concepts, or tourism models.
	Superficial communication of ideas about tourism, with some linking of forms to the purpose and audience.

Occasional use of tourism terminology that tends to lack contextual relevance.

Inconsistent incorporation of some graphical and visual representations that may have limited relevance.

Inconsistent use of more than one source of information.

	E
	Emerging recognition of aspects of tourism knowledge.

Emerging awareness of tourism concepts or models in one or more contexts.
	Attempted identification of different perspectives on a tourism trend, development, or contemporary issue.

Attempted consideration of bias or accuracy in a source of information.

Some description of a tourism concept or model.

Attempted development or expression of an opinion, a conclusion, or a recommendation.
	Attempted identification of a connection between a primary and a secondary source of information.

Some attempted application of practical tourism skills in one or more contexts.

Identification and some description of aspects of tourism trends, developments, or contemporary issues.

Some attempted application of tourism knowledge, tourism concepts, or tourism models.
	Limited communication about any aspects of tourism, with limited relevance of form to the purpose and audience.

Limited use of basic tourism terminology.

Attempted use of a graphical or visual representation, with limited relevance.

Attempted use of one or more sources of information. 
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Figure 1: Various Aboriginal groups present in Australia in the past. 
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Figure 2: Various Aboriginal groups present in Canada at the time of European contact.


Student provided a URL.





Analysis and Evaluation


Includes comprehensive interpretation of different perspectives on tourism trends.





Additional comments


Illustrative of an “A” grade response.





Knowledge & Understanding


demonstrates an in-depth understanding of simple and complex tourism knowledge throughout the case study.


Analysis and Evaluation


well-considered evaluation of the validity, bias, and accuracy of sources of information.





Analysis and Evaluation


Provides a perceptive analysis and evaluation of tourism concepts and models; amply supports development of informed opinions, and conclusions. 





Knowledge and Understanding


Displays in-depth knowledge and comprehensive understanding of tourism concepts and models.














Knowledge and Understanding


Expresses comprehensive understanding of tourism concepts.











Analysis and Evaluation


Incorporates well-considered evaluation of the validity, bias and accuracy of sources of information. 





Analysis and Evaluation


Provides comprehensive interpretation and critical analysis of contemporary issues.





Analysis and Evaluation


Integrates well-supported development of informed opinions and conclusions, and presents perceptive analysis and evaluation of tourism concepts.





Analysis and Evaluation


Demonstrates well-supported development of informed opinions and conclusions.





Knowledge and Understanding


Displays comprehensive understanding of tourism concepts.





Money Spent By Tourists to Australia in 2008





Analysis and Evaluation


Demonstrates perceptive analysis and evaluation of tourism concepts.
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