
Stage 2 Legal Studies
Assessment Type 1: Folio

Federation Task

Purpose

You have the opportunity to demonstrate knowledge, skills, and conceptual understanding in relation to the following:

· The factors leading to and shaping Australia’s emergence as a Federation

· The Constitution of Australia and its functions

· The federal nature of Australia’s institutions of government.

Description of assessment
Read the attached material and respond to the questions which follow.
Assessment conditions
Time allowed: 35 minutes, supervised.

	Assessment Design Criteria

	Knowledge and Understanding

KU1
Knowledge and understanding of relevant influences on the Australian legal system.

KU2
Knowledge and understanding of legal principles, processes, and structures. 

KU3
Recognition and understanding of ways in which the Australian legal system responds to diverse groups in the community.

Inquiry

I1
Location, selection, documentation, and application of relevant sources.

I2
Critiquing of legal processes and structures, with informed and considered recommendations for change. 

Analysis and Evaluation

E1
Analysis of the Australian, legal, constitutional, and justice systems.
E2
Analysis of principles, processes, and structures in legal systems.

E3
Evaluation of legal issues or concepts through discussion and illustration of opposing arguments to reach an informed conclusion. 

Communication

C1
Accuracy and coherence in communication of informed observations and opinions on contemporary legal issues and debates, using different forms.

C2
Use of legal terminology, indicating understanding.

C3
Appropriate acknowledgment of sources.




Performance Standards for Stage 2 Legal Studies 
	
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Inquiry
	Analysis and Evaluation
	Communication

	A
	Comprehensive knowledge and perceptive understanding of relevant influences on the Australian legal system.

Comprehensive knowledge and astute understanding of legal principles, processes, and structures. 

Perceptive recognition and understanding of ways in which the Australian legal system responds to diverse groups in the community.
	Astute and critical location, selection, documentation, and application of relevant sources.

Incisive critiquing of legal processes and structures, with well-informed and well-considered recommendations for change.
	Comprehensive analysis of the Australian, legal, constitutional, and justice systems.
Perceptive analysis of principles, processes, and structures in legal systems.

Perceptive evaluation of legal issues or concepts through discussion and illustration of opposing arguments to reach an informed conclusion.
	Consistently accurate and coherent communication of highly informed observations and opinions on contemporary legal issues and debates, using a range of forms.

Appropriate and astute use of legal terminology, indicating in-depth understanding.

Consistent and appropriate acknowledgment of a diverse range of sources.

	B
	Detailed knowledge and well-considered understanding of relevant influences on the Australian legal system.

Detailed knowledge and well-considered understanding of legal principles, processes, and structures. 

Thoughtful recognition and understanding of ways in which the Australian legal system responds to diverse groups in the community.
	Considered and critical location, selection, documentation, and application of relevant sources.

Convincing critiquing of legal processes and structures, with informed and considered recommendations for change.
	Detailed analysis of the Australian, legal, constitutional, and justice systems.
Well-considered analysis of principles, processes, and structures in legal systems.

Thoughtful evaluation of legal issues or concepts through discussion and illustration of opposing arguments to reach an informed conclusion.
	Mostly accurate and coherent communication of well-informed observations and opinions on contemporary legal issues and debates, using a range of forms.

Appropriate and well-considered use of legal terminology, indicating some depth in understanding.

Mostly consistent and appropriate acknowledgment of a range of sources.

	C
	Appropriate knowledge and considered understanding of relevant influences on the Australian legal system.

Appropriate knowledge and considered understanding of legal principles, processes, and structures. 

Considered recognition and understanding of ways in which the Australian legal system responds to diverse groups in the community.
	Considered location, selection, documentation, and application of relevant sources.

Competent critiquing of legal processes and structures, with some informed and considered recommendations for change.
	Informed analysis of the Australian, legal, constitutional, and justice systems.
Considered analysis of principles, processes, and structures in legal systems.

Considered evaluation of legal issues or concepts through discussion and illustration of opposing arguments to reach a conclusion.
	Generally accurate and coherent communication of informed observations and opinions on contemporary legal issues and debates, using different forms.

Appropriate and considered use of legal terminology, indicating competent understanding.

Mostly appropriate acknowledgment of sources.

	D
	Some recognition and awareness of one or more influences on the Australian legal system.

Some awareness of legal principles, processes, or structures.

Some recognition of ways in which the Australian legal system responds to diverse groups in the community.
	Some thought given to the location, selection, documentation, and/or application of sources.

Basic consideration of some legal processes and structures, with simple recommendations for change.
	Some consideration of the Australian, legal, constitutional, and justice systems.
Superficial consideration of principles, processes, and structures in legal systems.

Some consideration of legal issues or concepts through discussion and description of some arguments.
	Some accuracy in communication of basic observations or opinions on contemporary legal issues or debates, in one or more forms. 

Some use of legal terminology, indicating awareness of the need for appropriate use.

Some inconsistent acknowledgment of sources.

	E
	Limited awareness of influences on the Australian legal system.

Limited awareness of any legal principles, processes, or structures.

Emerging awareness of one or more ways in which the Australian legal system responds to diverse groups in the community.
	Attempted location, selection, documentation, or application of sources that may be relevant.

Limited awareness of legal processes or structures.
	Brief description of the Australian, legal, constitutional, and justice systems.
Brief description of one or more principles, structures, or processes in legal systems.

Limited consideration of a legal issue or concept through observation of a discussion.
	Limited accuracy in communication through a selected form, with few observations or opinions on contemporary legal issues. 

Restricted use of legal terminology, indicating limited awareness of the need for appropriate use.

Limited acknowledgment of sources.


The Constitution of Australia

Answer the questions below by referring to the Cartoon and the two extracts from the Constitution of Australia. 
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'The gall of Sydney,' Critic 18 March 1899 http://www.slsa.sa.gov.au/federation/slides/1/5gall_of_sydney.htm

Questions
1. In relation to the location of the ‘seat of government’ in Canberra, what does the cartoon mean by “The Gall of Sydney”? Refer to Section 125 in your comments. 

2. In what ways was the structure of the new Australian Federated Parliament influenced by the Westminster system? 
3. In relation to the Senate:
a. Explain what was expected to be the functions of the Australian upper house of Parliament in 1900. 
b. Discuss whether the upper house still fulfils its intended roles.
4. How did the inclusion of Section 100 of the Constitution of Australia reflect the concerns of the founders of the Constitution of the 1890s, and does it now accommodate the needs of 21st Century Australia?
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Chapter V11


Miscellaneous


Constitution of Australia: Section 125 


The seat of Government of the Commonwealth shall be determined by the Parliament, and shall be within territory which shall have been granted to or acquired by the Commonwealth, and shall be vested in and belong to the Commonwealth, and shall be in the State of New South Wales, and be distant not less than one hundred miles from Sydney.





Such territory shall contain an area of not less than one hundred square miles, and such portion thereof as shall consist of Crown lands shall be granted to the Commonwealth without any payment therefore.





The Parliament shall sit at Melbourne until it meets at the seat of Government.





Chapter IV


Finance and Trade


Constitution of Australia: Section 100


The Commonwealth shall not, by any law or regulation of trade or commerce, abridge the right of a State or of the residents therein to the reasonable use of the waters of rivers for conservation or irrigation.





Knowledge and Understanding 


Question 1 provides the opportunity for evidence of knowledge and understanding in relation to legal principles, processes, and structures.





Knowledge and Understanding and


Analysis and Evaluation


Question 2 provides the opportunity for evidence of knowledge and understanding of relevant influences on the Australian legal system.





Knowledge and Understanding and Analysis and Evaluation


Question 3a provides further opportunity for evidence of knowledge and understanding of relevant influences on the Australian legal system. Question 3b requires analysis in relation to legal principles, processes, and structures.





Opportunities are provided throughout the task to address the relevant communication criteria.





Knowledge and Understanding and Analysis and Evaluation


Question 4 provides further opportunity for evidence of knowledge and understanding of legal principles, processes, and structures.


The question also requires discussion and illustration of opposing arguments to reach an informed conclusion.
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