Constitution of Australia
1. In relation to the location of the ‘seat of government’ in Canberra, what does the cartoon mean by “The Gall of Sydney”? Refer to Section 125 in your comments. 
This cartoon shows how powerful Sydney was in 1900. The other states were scared of it.

S. 125 says: The seat of Government of the Commonwealth shall be determined by the Parliament, and shall be within territory which shall have been granted to or acquired by the Commonwealth, and shall be vested in and belong to the Commonwealth, and shall be in the State of New South Wales, and be distant not less than one hundred miles from Sydney.

Even though NSW had the most people they thought that making the new national government Capital away from Sydney would show it belonged to the whole of Australia.
2. In what ways was the structure of the new Australian Federated Parliament influenced by the Westminster system? 
The Australian federated parliament was influenced by the Westminster system by responsible government where the parliament makes the law but the Queen has to approve it. In essence, the Westminster system is otherwise known as responsible government. They have the Queen as the head of state, a separation of powers and two houses of parliament. 
In other respects, the Westminster system varies from country to country, depending on local conditions and history. 

For example, Britain has a second chamber of Parliament, known as the House of Lords, whose members are either hereditary Lords or Lords appointed for life. The Blair Labour Government has recently instituted reforms to the system of appointment, notably abolishing further hereditary positions.

3. In relation to the Senate: 

a. Explain what was expected to be the functions of the Australian upper house of Parliament in 1900. 
The senate is the house of review. If a law is to be made it has to first go through the house of representatives then through the senate. If it does not pass in the senate it cannot become a law. So the senate makes social cohesion by passing good laws.
The senate was expected to be the states house. It was there to protect the states, the smaller states especially. The idea was that if every state had the same number of senators then the biggest states would not be able to dominate the smaller states.

b. Discuss whether the upper house still fulfils its intended roles. 


The senate is not acting as a states house and it now votes according to party discipline. The senators from each state were meant to vote together on an issue, depending on whether the issue was good or not for a state but now the senators from each state vote as their party decides.

So no the senate does not fulfil this role.
But the other role: passing laws: the senate does do this one.
4. How did the inclusion of Section 100 of the Constitution of Australia reflect the concerns of the founders of the Constitution of the 1890s, and does it now accommodate the needs of 21st Century Australia?
Section 100

The Commonwealth shall not, by any law or regulation of trade or commerce, abridge the right of a State or of the residents therein to the reasonable use of the waters of rivers for conservation or irrigation.

This section means that the rivers must be used reasonably but this isn’t happening because the big states are taking the water out before it comes to SA so they are breaking the constitution and the government should stop this.

In 2010 however the needs of S.A. are not being taken care of because our farmers are suffering due to a lack of water. Perhaps Queensland farmers needs are being accommodated because they can first go at the water?

It appears that not having a national approach to water use means that up river people are OK and down river people are suffering. Australia, as a nation is suffering because of decisions about rivers made over 100 years ago.

Performance Standards for Stage 2 Legal Studies 

	
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Inquiry
	Analysis and Evaluation
	Communication

	A
	Comprehensive knowledge and perceptive understanding of relevant influences on the Australian legal system.

Comprehensive knowledge and astute understanding of legal principles, processes, and structures. 

Perceptive recognition and understanding of ways in which the Australian legal system responds to diverse groups in the community.
	Astute and critical location, selection, documentation, and application of relevant sources.

Incisive critiquing of legal processes and structures, with well-informed and well-considered recommendations for change.
	Comprehensive analysis of the Australian, legal, constitutional, and justice systems.
Perceptive analysis of principles, processes, and structures in legal systems.

Perceptive evaluation of legal issues or concepts through discussion and illustration of opposing arguments to reach an informed conclusion.
	Consistently accurate and coherent communication of highly informed observations and opinions on contemporary legal issues and debates, using a range of forms.

Appropriate and astute use of legal terminology, indicating in-depth understanding.

Consistent and appropriate acknowledgment of a diverse range of sources.

	B
	Detailed knowledge and well-considered understanding of relevant influences on the Australian legal system.

Detailed knowledge and well-considered understanding of legal principles, processes, and structures. 

Thoughtful recognition and understanding of ways in which the Australian legal system responds to diverse groups in the community.
	Considered and critical location, selection, documentation, and application of relevant sources.

Convincing critiquing of legal processes and structures, with informed and considered recommendations for change.
	Detailed analysis of the Australian, legal, constitutional, and justice systems.
Well-considered analysis of principles, processes, and structures in legal systems.

Thoughtful evaluation of legal issues or concepts through discussion and illustration of opposing arguments to reach an informed conclusion.
	Mostly accurate and coherent communication of well-informed observations and opinions on contemporary legal issues and debates, using a range of forms.

Appropriate and well-considered use of legal terminology, indicating some depth in understanding.

Mostly consistent and appropriate acknowledgment of a range of sources.

	C
	Appropriate knowledge and considered understanding of relevant influences on the Australian legal system.
Appropriate knowledge and considered understanding of legal principles, processes, and structures. 

Considered recognition and understanding of ways in which the Australian legal system responds to diverse groups in the community.
	Considered location, selection, documentation, and application of relevant sources.

Competent critiquing of legal processes and structures, with some informed and considered recommendations for change.
	Informed analysis of the Australian, legal, constitutional, and justice systems.
Considered analysis of principles, processes, and structures in legal systems.

Considered evaluation of legal issues or concepts through discussion and illustration of opposing arguments to reach a conclusion.
	Generally accurate and coherent communication of informed observations and opinions on contemporary legal issues and debates, using different forms.
Appropriate and considered use of legal terminology, indicating competent understanding.
Mostly appropriate acknowledgment of sources.

	D
	Some recognition and awareness of one or more influences on the Australian legal system.

Some awareness of legal principles, processes, or structures.
Some recognition of ways in which the Australian legal system responds to diverse groups in the community.
	Some thought given to the location, selection, documentation, and/or application of sources.

Basic consideration of some legal processes and structures, with simple recommendations for change.
	Some consideration of the Australian, legal, constitutional, and justice systems.
Superficial consideration of principles, processes, and structures in legal systems.

Some consideration of legal issues or concepts through discussion and description of some arguments.
	Some accuracy in communication of basic observations or opinions on contemporary legal issues or debates, in one or more forms. 

Some use of legal terminology, indicating awareness of the need for appropriate use.

Some inconsistent acknowledgment of sources.

	E
	Limited awareness of influences on the Australian legal system.

Limited awareness of any legal principles, processes, or structures.

Emerging awareness of one or more ways in which the Australian legal system responds to diverse groups in the community.
	Attempted location, selection, documentation, or application of sources that may be relevant.

Limited awareness of legal processes or structures.
	Brief description of the Australian, legal, constitutional, and justice systems.
Brief description of one or more principles, structures, or processes in legal systems.

Limited consideration of a legal issue or concept through observation of a discussion.
	Limited accuracy in communication through a selected form, with few observations or opinions on contemporary legal issues. 

Restricted use of legal terminology, indicating limited awareness of the need for appropriate use.

Limited acknowledgment of sources.


Knowledge and Understanding


Some awareness of the structure of the legal system. No need to quote the source in the answer.





Knowledge and Understanding  Appropriate level of knowledge and understanding of influences of Westminster system. 


Analysis and Evaluation Informed evaluation of the degree of influence on the Australian legal system.





Knowledge and Understanding


Some detailed knowledge and understanding of the way colonisation determined the nature of the Australian legal system is evident.





Analysis and Evaluation


Considered evaluation which supports both sides of the debate about the function of the Senate. 





Knowledge and Understanding


Limited awareness of  the influences on the Australian legal system.





Analysis and Evaluation


Some consideration of the way in which historical factors determined the modern issues faced by the Australian legal system.





Additional comments





Generally accurate communication of well-informed observations throughout. Use of legal terminology has been appropriate considering the nature of the task and the opportunities to demonstrate these skills. (Communication)
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