


STAGE 1 LEGAL STUDIES
assessment 2: issues study
Purpose

Students inquire into a current legal issue. It should be an issue that the student can follow over a 2-week period. Students may undertake an issues study as a collaborative activity; however, each student must present work that is demonstrably his or her own.

Description of assessment. 
Students, individually or collaboratively, inquire using the following process:
· select a current media article which involves a legal issue relevant to the Australian legal system, in negotiation with the teacher 
· discuss the issue and those of others in a round-table discussion to clarify the issue
· identify at least two opposing views on the issue, e.g. from the media, primary research, internet or library research 
· record evidence of research using a portfolio.
Individually, students:

· briefly introduce the issue

· explain how the different sources of law in Australia are highlighted through this issue
· evaluate opposing arguments on the issue 
· evaluate the nature and operation of relevant aspects of the Australian legal system in relation to the issue 
· present a justified recommendation for changes to the law

· use appropriate referencing for information selected.
Assessment conditions 
The issues study should be a maximum of 800 words, 6 minutes if oral or the equivalent in multimodal form.  Whatever form is chosen, there should be evidence of research, including a relevant media article.

The presentation could be in one of the following formats:

· an oral presentation, which includes time for questions and answers, supported by other modes as relevant
· a Photostory which incorporates the oral presentation as an audio file and which may also have sound effects or music
· a written presentation which may be, e.g. a magazine article, letter to a politician, essay.

You will not be marked on your artistic, creative or technology skills except where they directly affect the communication of your ideas. Allow time to answer clarifying questions relating to your presentation from your peers and your teacher.
Audience
As negotiated with the teacher.
	Assessment Design Criteria 

	Knowledge and Understanding

The specific features are as follows:

· KU1 Knowledge and understanding of the legal rights and responsibilities of individuals and groups in Australian society.

· KU2 Knowledge and understanding of different sources of law in the Australian legal system.

· KU3 Understanding of the values inherent in the Australian legal system.
Inquiry

The specific feature is as follows: 
· I1 Skills in accessing and using information on aspects of the legal system.
Evaluation

The specific features are as follows:

· E1 Evaluation of issues or concepts through discussion and illustration of opposing arguments to reach an informed conclusion. 

· E2 Recognition of how the Australian legal system responds to cultural diversity.

· E3 Evaluation of the nature and operation of aspects of the Australian legal system.
Communication

The specific features are as follows:

· C1 Accuracy and coherence in communication of informed observations and opinions, using different forms. 

· C2 Use of legal terminology. 
· C3 Appropriate acknowledgment of sources.


Performance Standards for Stage 1 Legal Studies
	
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Inquiry
	Evaluation
	Communication

	A
	Comprehensive knowledge and perceptive understanding of the legal rights and responsibilities of individuals and groups in Australian society. 

Comprehensive knowledge and perceptive understanding of different sources of law in the Australian legal system.

Insightful understanding of the values inherent in the Australian legal system.
	Comprehensive skills in accessing and using information on aspects of the legal system.
	Perceptive evaluation of issues or concepts through discussion and illustration of opposing arguments to reach an informed conclusion.

Insightful recognition of how the Australian legal system responds to cultural diversity.
Comprehensive and astute evaluation of the nature and operation of aspects of the Australian legal system. 
	Consistently accurate and coherent communication of highly informed observations and opinions, using a range of forms.

Identification and use of legal terminology, indicating clear and appropriate understanding.
Consistent and appropriate acknowledgment of a diverse range of sources.

	B
	Detailed knowledge and well-considered understanding of the legal rights and responsibilities of individuals and groups in Australian society.

Detailed knowledge and well-considered understanding of different sources of law in the Australian legal system.

Well-considered understanding of the values inherent in the Australian legal system.
	Considerable skills in accessing and using information on aspects of the legal system.
	Thoughtful evaluation of issues or concepts through discussion and illustration of opposing arguments to reach an informed conclusion.

Well-considered recognition of how the Australian legal system responds to cultural diversity.
Well-informed evaluation of the nature and operation of aspects of the Australian legal system.
	Mostly accurate and coherent communication of well informed observations and opinions, using a range of forms.

Identification and use of legal terminology, indicating mostly clear and appropriate understanding.

Mostly consistent and appropriate acknowledgment of a range of sources.

	C
	Appropriate knowledge and considered understanding of the legal rights and responsibilities of individuals and groups in Australian society.

Appropriate knowledge and considered understanding of some sources of law in the Australian legal system.

Considered understanding of the values inherent in the Australian legal system.
	Competent skills in accessing and using information on aspects of the legal system.
	Considered evaluation of issues or concepts through discussion and illustration of opposing arguments to reach an informed conclusion.

Considered recognition of how the Australian legal system responds to cultural diversity.
Informed evaluation of the nature and operation of aspects of the Australian legal system.
	Generally accurate and coherent communication of informed observations and opinions, using different forms. 

Identification and use of legal terminology, indicating mostly appropriate understanding.

Mostly appropriate acknowledgment of sources.

	D
	Some recognition and awareness of the legal rights and responsibilities of individuals and groups in Australian society.

Some awareness of sources of law in the Australian legal system.

Some recognition of values inherent in the Australian legal system.
	Some endeavour to access and use information relevant to aspects of the legal system.


	Basic consideration of issues or concepts through discussion and description of some arguments.

Some recognition of how the Australian legal system responds to cultural diversity.
Description, with attempted evaluation, of the nature and operation of aspects of the Australian legal system.
	Some accuracy in communication of basic observations or opinions, in one or more forms. 

Some identification and use of legal terminology, indicating awareness of the need for appropriate use.

Some inconsistent acknowledgment of sources.

	E
	Emerging awareness of the legal rights and responsibilities of individuals and groups in Australian society.

Limited awareness of any sources of law in the Australian legal system.

Emerging recognition that there are values inherent in the Australian legal system.
	Limited skills in accessing and using information with any relevance to aspects of the legal system.


	Some description of an issue or concept through observation of an argument.

Limited recognition of how the Australian legal system responds to cultural diversity.
Some brief description of the nature and/or operation of one or more aspects of the Australian legal system.
	Limited accuracy in communication, with few observations or opinions in a selected form.

Attempted identification and use of examples of legal terminology, indicating limited awareness of the need for appropriate use.
Limited acknowledgment of sources.


Clear description of how students can collaboratively research but individually present findings. 





The task description overall allows for assessment of the breadth of evidence of learning from students against all levels of the performance standards.








Helpful advice on diverse ways to present evidence including important note on what is ‘not’ assessed and need to allow time for questions.
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