EXTENDED STUDY

CONNECTED TEXTS

Over the centuries, poetry has endeavoured to communicate human emotion and ideas. Bruce Dawe’s grave Homecoming and the saddening Dulce et Decorum est by Wilfred Owen convey the trauma in war-stricken situations and the loss involved. Significantly differing from these sombre themes, William Shakespeare is able to convey his love and appreciation for a woman in My Mistress’ Eyes which conflicts with the self-hatred and resentment apparent in Jennifer Maiden’s stark Anorexia. Delving into personal emotions, a number of the poems express despair in conflict or, conversely, aim to portray an inner turmoil.
The depressing atmosphere of Homecoming appeals to the reader by evoking a sense of despair. As the soldiers’ bodies are returned from war, Dawe explores the undignified treatment of the corpses, zipped “in green plastic bags”. Irony in the title alludes to the fact that the soldiers are not returning to a celebration and are unidentifiable, “piled on the hulls of Grants”. Gaining an emotional distance through the use of a third person voice, the poem enables the reader to view the tragedy in its entirety.  Repeating “home, home, home” accentuates the emotional ties of the soldiers, a technique indicative of the monotony of the experiences involved in warfare. Equally, “telegrams tremble like leaves from a wintering tree…the spider grief swings in his bitter geometry”, uses simile and metaphor to portray the coldness of death and spreading of grief throughout the community. The technique of symbolism applied in Homecoming evokes the pain of death through “dogs” and their haunting “howls”. They raise their “muzzles in mute salute” respectfully, in the silent homecoming. Demonstrating the diversity of the soldiers, the harsh “c” sound is maintained throughout “curly-heads, kinky-hairs, crew-cuts, balding non-coms” to portray the cruelty. Overall, Dawe persuades the reader to experience feelings of desolation and anguish.
Also criticising war, Owen expresses the traumatic experiences of a young soldier; Dulce et Decorum est explores the emotions familiar in war time. The soldier’s voice is communicated in first person to  add a personal touch. “I saw him drowning” enables the reader to envision the terror associated with witnessing such a scene. Dulce et Decorum est speaks honestly of the atrocities of war to convey how war is nothing to be glorified, exposing the saying “it is sweet and fitting to die for one’s native land”. “Innocent tongues” would not elevate the conflict if they only knew the “bitter” reality. Soldiers are “bent double”, weighed by exhaustion, forced into degrading situations “like old beggars”. Barely conscious, they “trudge” in their shoes of blood, “deaf” to the loud noises around them as they lose their senses. The haunting sight of a man grabs the reader, while his “froth corrupted” lungs drown in mustard gas. Alliteration in “all went lame, all blind” and “watch the white eyes writhing” employs rhythmic features to convey the atrocities. successfully expressing shock, terror and pain, Owen honestly advises his readers of the true emotions in war. 


On the other hand, Shakespeare’s brutally honest My Mistress’ Eyes articulates a grounded infatuation that steers away from false praise. Attempting to portray a realistic romantic relationship, the poem compares the woman to nature’s beauty. The simile her “eyes are nothing like the sun”, simply describes her features as dull and small. Hinting towards a working woman, tanned by the sun, the mistress’ “breasts are dun” and her hairs are unflatteringly explained as “wires”. Although potentially offensive to the woman involved, Shakespeare attempts to prove he is more interested in her personality and intellect, as he loves “to hear her speak”. Assuring his love is genuine; the poet declares his feelings for the woman, discouraging “false compare”. Contrasting to he positive message, the poem Anorexia conveys a sense of resentment and self-hate. The young girl, calling for attention, is “viewed by no one but cat, video, grandmother” as she lies lifelessly on “tartan cushions”.  Literally and psychologically, “her body lives off itself like anger” is a simile pointing to Kelly’s disease, as her low self-esteem controls her health. Jealous of “Nan’s Tabby” as he “haughtily whores”, the 
girl is a stark contrast in her “sharpened…asexual” state. Applying negative connotations of pain and antipathy, Maiden conveys a sense of pity for the girl who refuses to cherish her body. Attempting to fully understand the truth of identity, both poems explore the making of an individual’s personality and their characteristic qualities.


Employing techniques, the poems successfully express authentic, human emotions through a range of themes. Significantly involving the issue of war or conflict, the poetry elicited strong responses within the reader to cause feelings of shock, sadness or sympathy. The poems based on more universal issues, such as love and self identity also connect with the reader through familiar emotions. Communicating uniquely personal messages, poetry is a testament to the power of literature and the emotions conveyed through words.
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Performance Standards for Stage 1 English

	
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Analysis
	Application
	Communication

	A
	Detailed knowledge and understanding of the ideas, values, and beliefs in familiar and unfamiliar texts. 

Knowledge and understanding of the ways in which the creators and readers of familiar and unfamiliar texts use a range of language techniques and conventions to make meaning. 

Comprehensive knowledge and understanding of the ways in which familiar and unfamiliar texts are composed for a range of purposes and audiences.
	Analysis of complex connections between personal experiences, ideas, values, and beliefs, and those explored in familiar and unfamiliar texts.
Perceptive analysis of  a range of ways in which authors use language techniques to influence opinions and decisions in familiar and unfamiliar contexts.


	Use of a range of sophisticated language skills to analyse and solve simple and complex problems, and to demonstrate creativity.

Detailed and appropriate use of evidence from texts to support conclusions, with textual references incorporated fluently in responses.

Location, recording, analysis, use, and synthesis of knowledge relevant to familiar and unfamiliar contexts.
	Fluent and precise writing and 
speaking. 

Use of appropriate style and structure for a range of mainly unfamiliar audiences and for varied purposes. 

	B
	Knowledge and understanding of some ideas, values, and beliefs in familiar, and some unfamiliar, texts.

Knowledge and understanding of the ways in which the creators and readers of mainly familiar texts use some language techniques and conventions to make meaning.

Knowledge and understanding of the ways in which mainly familiar texts are composed for some purposes and audiences.
	Analysis of some complex connections between personal experiences, ideas, values, and beliefs, and those explored in familiar, and some unfamiliar, texts.

Analysis of a range of ways in which authors use language techniques to influence opinions and decisions in familiar, and some unfamiliar, contexts.
	Use of a range of language skills to solve simple and complex problems, and to demonstrate creativity.

Use of evidence from texts to support conclusions, with textual references incorporated in responses.

Location, recording, analysis, use, and occasional synthesis of knowledge relevant to mostly familiar contexts.
	Mostly fluent and precise writing and speaking.

Use of appropriate style and structure for a range of mostly familiar audiences and purposes. 



	C
	Knowledge and understanding of some simple ideas, values, or beliefs in familiar texts (e.g. identifies relevant information from a range of written texts).

Knowledge and understanding of a number of ways in which the creators and readers of a narrow range of familiar texts use some language techniques and conventions to make meaning (e.g. reads a range of texts, noting key differences of presentation and layout).

Knowledge and understanding of the ways in which familiar texts are composed for familiar purposes and audiences (e.g. identifies purpose and audience of texts).
	Analysis of simple connections between personal experiences, ideas, values, and beliefs, and those explored in familiar texts (e.g. explicitly connects new ideas/information with own knowledge, using techniques such as anecdotes and analogies).

Descriptive analysis of a number of ways in which authors use language techniques to influence opinions and decisions in familiar contexts (e.g. recognises that the author selects the structure of a text to serve a particular purpose).
	Use of language skills to solve routine problems in familiar contexts or to demonstrate creativity (e.g. writes a short formal letter, outlining instructions for a particular purpose such as closing a bank account).

Competent use of evidence from texts to support conclusions (e.g. reads short simple narrative of choice and discusses how text reflects author’s opinion).

Location, recording, and occasional analysis and use of knowledge relevant to a familiar context (e.g. reads and interprets diagrammatic/graphic texts that are unambiguously presented).
	Generally fluent and functional writing and speaking. 

Use of an appropriate style and structure for familiar audiences and purposes (e.g. produces a range of familiar text types, with appropriate structures; uses vocabulary with increasing precision to show how words carry particular shades of meaning).

	D
	Identification of some simple ideas, values, or beliefs in some familiar texts.

Knowledge and understanding of some of the ways in which the creators and readers of a narrow range of familiar texts use language techniques and conventions to make simple or factual meaning. 

Knowledge of the ways in which familiar texts are composed for personally relevant purposes and familiar audiences.
	Reference to simple connections between uncomplicated personal experiences, ideas, values, and beliefs, and those explored in familiar texts.

Reference to some ways in which authors of familiar texts use language techniques to influence opinions and decisions in familiar contexts. 
	Use of a restricted range of language skills to solve simple problems in familiar contexts or to demonstrate some creativity.

Some use of evidence from familiar texts to support conclusions. 

Location, recording, and use of factual knowledge relevant to a familiar context.
	A level of fluency in writing and speaking in personally relevant situations.

Use of appropriate style and structure for a narrow range of familiar audiences and purposes.

	E
	Identification of a simple idea in a highly familiar text.

Knowledge and understanding of the way in which a creator or reader of a highly familiar text uses a language technique or convention to make factual meaning.

Knowledge of the ways in which highly familiar texts are composed for personally relevant purposes and highly familiar audiences.
	Recognition of a simple connection between a straightforward personal experience, idea, value, or belief, and that explored in a highly familiar text.

Reference to the way in which an author uses language techniques to influence opinions and decisions in a highly familiar context.
	Use of a restricted range of language skills to solve simple problems in highly familiar contexts or to demonstrate creativity.

Some use of evidence from highly familiar texts to support a simple conclusion. 

Location, recording, or use of factual knowledge relevant to a highly familiar context.
	Beginning of development of fluent writing and speaking in personally relevant situations.

Use of appropriate style and structure for a narrow range of highly familiar audiences and purposes.


Analysis


Analyses a range of ways authors use language techniques such as irony, use of third person, and repetition to influence the reader, in a perceptive way. 





Application


Uses detailed and appropriate evidence from texts throughout the response to support conclusions.  Incorporates textual references fluently.





Knowledge and Understanding


Shows detailed knowledge and understanding of the ideas, values and beliefs explored in a range of familiar poems.





Application


Locates, records, analyses and uses knowledge relevant to unfamiliar contexts e.g. selects quotes that refer to historical and cultural concepts of women as tanned workers being “offensive” (as opposed to values associated with tanning in this century).











Analysis


Analyses some complex connections between personal ideas and values in unfamiliar texts in conclusion however discussion does not always fully explore these.





Communication


Uses appropriate style and structure e.g. formal language, logically ordered and clear paragraphing.


The introduction includes a clear orientation that introduces the poems to be discussed.


Writes with fluency and precision throughout the response.
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