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Minutes

	Meeting:
	Parents Associations Consultation Group
	Date:
	7 May 2015

	Location:
	Ground floor conference room, SACE Board of South Australia
	Time:
	 9.15 – 10.30am


	 No.
	Item

	1
	Attendees

Neil McGoran, Chief Executive, SACE Board of South Australia (Chair)
Jan Raymond, Executive Manager, School Assessment Services, SACE Board of SA

Jenice Zerna, SA Association of School Parent Clubs Inc.

Lisa Hunt, Isolated Children’s Parents Association (via telephone)  

Frankie Rodney, SA Association of State School Organisations Inc.

Andrew Green, Manager, Communications, SACE Board of SA

Hassan Mekawy, Manager, Professional Learning and Networks, SACE Board of SA

Daniel Dew, Media and Communications Coordinator, SACE Board of SA

Susan Lohmeyer, Executive Coordinator, SACE Board of SA (Executive Officer)
Apologies
Ann Bliss, Federation of Catholic School Parent Communities (SA)



	 2
	Confirmation of agenda and Minutes of the last meeting 

The agenda was confirmed with no change. 

The minutes of the last meeting held on 20 March 2015 were accepted without change. 
(J. Raymond/H. Mekawy)


	3
	Discussion items 
3.1  Senior Secondary Australian Curriculum – progress report (Neil)
· Four English subjects and four Maths subjects have been made available via the SACE website for consultation. In addition, the draft subjects were presented at Leaders Forums for discussion. The feedback received was robust and well-considered, and has informed the subsequent changes. 
· The four English subjects are: Essential English (Stage 1 and 2); English as an Additional Language (Stages 1 and 2); English (Stages 1 and 2); and English Literary Studies (Stage 2). 

· Much of the feedback has focused on Essential English, with the main issue being whether this subject will meet the needs of students who would previously have been able to satisfy the SACE literacy requirement through Literacy for Work and Community Life. As a consequence of feedback, changes have been made to this subject.
· Other changes resulting from feedback include modifications to the way in which assessment information is collected and in principle agreement for the use of keypads in the English Literary Studies examination. 

· The revised subject outlines will now be provided to the Accreditation, Recognition and Certification Committee and the Board for approval, after which they will be placed back on the SACE website. 

· In response to a question from a member, the chair confirmed that the compulsory literacy and numeracy requirements (20 credits of literacy and 10 credits of numeracy, with a C or better) have not changed. 

· The four mathematics subjects are: Essential Maths; General Maths; Mathematical Methods; and Specialist Maths (all Stages 1 and 2). 

· Feedback has highlighted the need for flexibility in the curriculum for Essential Maths to remain, for similar reasons as for Essential English. 

· Feedback has also highlighted that the maths subjects are “content rich”: in some instances content previously taught at Year 11 level is now included at Year 10. All subjects are tertiary-approved at Stage 2. Both Specialist Mathematics and Mathematical Methods will attract bonus points.
· It was noted that a student intending doing Specialist Mathematics at Year 12 will now need to complete four semesters of maths subjects in order to meet pre-requisite requirements and successfully undertake this subject.

· In response to a question from a member, the Chair indicated that an Australian curriculum bridging subject is available at Year 10 – Maths 10A, although the SACE Board has not assumed that students will have in fact completed this subject prior to undertaking maths at Year 11. 
3.2 Maximising Student Success strategy – update (Jan)
· While 95.1 per cent of students successfully complete the SACE, this figure only takes account of students who commence and complete Year 12 over that year – it does not take account of students commencing the SACE in Year 10 with the PLP. 

· Those students who commence the SACE but do not complete can be categorised as follows: (1) those who meet all of the compulsory requirements but who do not achieve the SACE; (2) those who meet all of the requirements at Stage 1 but not Stage 2; and (3) those who are not able to meet Stage 1 requirements. 
· The Maximising Student Success strategy aims to identify the reasons behind each of these scenarios in order to address the contributing factors. 
· The SACE Board is working closely with schools, and the school sectors, and has developed a Self-Review Tool to assist schools to focus on the specific areas that can assist students to complete the SACE. 

· The SACE Board has been looking closely at those students who complete all of the compulsory requirements but who do not achieve the SACE.  Of those identified in 2014, 54 have returned to school to complete the SACE, 10 are being monitored closely by their school, and there are a small number who remain disengaged. The SACE Board will continue to analyse and monitor data on SACE completion. 
· The Chair asked members if their school communities are aware of the issues relating to SACE completion and disengagement, and whether the reasons for disengagement are known. For example, do students leave to take up employment? A member responded by indicating that in her community, businesses and schools are working together to ensure students have an identified pathway that includes SACE completion as well as work. The Open Access college is also providing additional flexibility to enable students to complete the SACE over a longer time.  
3.3 Special Provisions report (Jan)
· Special Provisions is an area that is never static: there is always opportunity for improvement and evaluation of the policy to ensure the needs of students are being met in the most effective and equitable way.
· Applications for Special Provisions closed at the beginning of April (although this date is flexible). Students with long-term conditions are encouraged to put their applications in an early as possible to ensure that they have certainty for the year. 

· Every year the SACE Board analyses the evidence that is collected in terms of its appropriateness and “fitness” for the policy. In addition the SACE Board works collaboratively and collegially with the other states, all of whom have Special Provisions policies, in order to ensure consistency as far as possible Australia-wide. 

· The states meet once a year – that meeting has just occurred. A key topic was dyslexia and other learning difficulties where a wide spectrum of symptoms/severity means that a diagnosis alone may be insufficient in determining what (if any) Special Provisions should apply. 
· The Chief Executive and the Executive Manager, School Assessment Services, are meeting with a group of psychologists and the Dyslexia Action Group to continue to discuss this issue. 
· One of the outcomes of the review is a mini-site on the SACE Board website devoted to Special Provisions.  Members are encouraged to peruse the site and direct their school communities to the site. 
· The SACE Board is keen to ensure as much information as possible is provided to parents and school communities, as there is a perception that many parents do not apply for Special Provisions because (1) they don’t know about it and (2) are of the view that their child is unlikely to receive them. 

· In response, members indicated that this is partly true: many parents assume that if learning support in the classroom is not available then it would be unlikely for Special Provisions to be granted. It is possible that parents are equating learning support (provided by DECD) and Special Provisions and make a decision not to apply for Special Provisions. Members stressed the need for school leaders to make available more information to parents and school communities about Special Provisions. 
3.4 Professional learning (Hassan)
· The SACE Board provides professional learning opportunities for teachers to ensure they are in the best position to assist students learn effectively and successfully.
· Professional learning provided so far includes the following:

· Induction and support for new teachers (110 attendees)

· Clarifying forums for all Stage 2 subjects (clarification and interpretation of the Performance Standards): 120 sessions have been held with approx. 1000 attendees so far. 

· Implementation of the Australian Curriculum in to the SACE: workshops will be held in Term 3 in both metropolitan and regional locations: 60 workshops will be held (30 in English and 30 in maths). 
· The Institute of Educational Assessors (IEA) is progressing well, with the third module now being delivered. Negotiations are underway for delivery of the professional learning to the Northern Territory. Feedback from participants so far has been uniformly positive. 
3.5 Communication and engagement – SACE Board and school communities (Andrew/Daniel)
·  A survey of 330 parents (from both DECD and independent school communities) undertaken by the SACE Board in late 2014 provided valuable information on parent communities’ preferred ways of receiving information on the SACE:  school newsletters (92%); Powerpoints at school (80%); and SACE website (57%).
· While a minority of respondents access information via Achieve magazine (10%) this still represents a significant number of people, underscoring the need for a range of strategies. The SACE Board intends retaining existing methods of communication while looking at ways of increasing use of school newsletters and other school presentations to communicate with parents. 

· The Students section of the SACE website has been upgraded to a Level 1 heading. The website as a whole has been made more smart-technology accessible; use of smart devices increased by 50% from Term 1 to Term 2. 

· One member reported that the Students section of the SACE website should be re-titled to Students and families as it is not intuitive to assume that the Students section is aimed at parents/families also. 
· The SACE Board is also looking at ways of communicating more directly with parents via their school communities (e.g. through SACE News), and through social media (e.g. Twitter) and has developed a social media policy and strategy as a result. One member asked about direct email communication with parents, however some logistical issues would need to be resolved, i.e. sourcing email addresses, and identifying what would be provided to parents via email. 

· The SACE Board will continue to provide items for the Parents’ Associations publications. 

ACTION: The SACE Board will consider changing the title of the Students section of the website to include Families.
3.6 2015 SACE Art Show (Andrew/Daniel)

· A very successful event with a 10 per cent increase in attendees. Two thousand students from 160 schools, and 2,000 members of the public attended; 40 press articles were generated with some media interest as well. 

· Two new sponsors were sourced this year: Credit Union SA donated the People’s Choice award, and UniSA sponsored the innovation award. Flinders Uni has expressed interest in becoming a sponsor next year. 

· A “Meet the Artist” session was held for the first time. This was videoed and uploaded to the website as a resource for teachers, and as a way of engaging generally with school communities. 

· A member suggested using screens to show the art work of students receiving awards on the opening/presentation night. 

ACTION: use of screens to be investigated by the SACE Board. 

	4
	Any Other Business  
Nil

	5
	Close and next meeting

The meeting closed at 10.30am. The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 4 August 2015 at the SACE Board of South Australia, from 9.30 – 11.00am 
Date of Distribution 
Date of distribution/redistribution: 12 May 2015
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