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To what extent does religion determine a country’s human rights policies?

Throughout life, past and present, Religion has played and continues to play a large role in determining a
country’s human rights policies. Throughout the world, countries take many different forms of government.
Some are run by a military government with no religious laws. Others are run by a theocracy, a form of v
government where religion is the basis of its laws.* Country’s run by a theocracy would have a large extent

of their laws determined by the religion. Human rights help us to recognise and respect that fundamental
worth in ourselves and in each other’. Religion is a cultural system that establishes symbols that relate
humanity to spirituality and moral values®, Each government has its own individual set of laws and ethics to
which they follow and believe are correct, but some of these, globally would generally be considered to be

a breach of human rights.

The country of Burma (or the Republic of the Union of Myanmar) is an example of a country run by the
military. Religion plays no role in their government rules and regulations, which are considered by outsiders
to be very unethical. Their military government, known as the Burmese Military Junta, controls the
country’s human rights policies, under their dictatorship. Therefore to no extent does religion play any role
in determining the country’s human rights. The military in charge has been seen from outsiders to hinder
and breach many of the citizen’s human rights. The military suppress all their basic rights and abuse human
rights without any fear of reprisal. They have blocked their freedom of speech from its citizens, with severe
consequences and penalties for anyone who dares to challenge this.* Basic human rights such as these have
been taken away by the military government. While they do consider themselves to be a Buddhist country,
none of their laws are based on or are of similarity to these guidelines and beliefs practiced by the normal
type of Buddhist religion and is a distorted view on Buddhism. The citizens are expected to follow their

form of Buddhism, and while there are other religions practiced in the country such as Christianity, it is only
in the minority and there have been reports of these citizens not being given a fair go by their government.

It has been reported that these citizens that do not conform to the government’s form of the military of
Buddhism are unable to gain government jobs, along with other examples of consequences and penalties
and face many cases of human rights abuse due to their religious beliefs. Though this only one example of a
non-theocratic run government in a dictatorship, and there are many other types such as a democracy

which also have much more equality and fairer human rights.

Religion in country’s run by a theocracy determines a large extent of a country’s human right policies. In
countries, especially in the Middle East which are religion dominated countries, they base their beliefs

around the religion they follow. Saudi Arabia intends their human rights to be based on the Islamic religious \/
laws, from their holy book of the Koran. They use the Koran as their basic human rights. Outsiders may
consider these religious laws that have been put in place to have also taken away some general human /
rights such as freedom of religious beliefs and women’s rights. The Koran though does affect some of which

are considered basic human rights universally. It is the cause of much discrimination against women in the
country and does not give them some of their basic human rights of which they deserve. Islamic laws and

the Koran constantly state their beliefs of men being superior to women. (Koran 4:176) "Unto the male is
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the equivalent of the share of two females." This quote from the Koran is stating that it beli@v&®men to be

twice that of women. The Koran and also the fact of being an Islamic country, also hinders the freedom of
religious beliefs within the country. The public practice of non-Muslim religions in Saudi Arabia is actively -
prohibited®. To many this would be considered a breach of a basic human right. »

The extent of which religion determines a country’s human rights differs from country to country. Religion
determines a large extent of some country’s human rights such as strong one religion-based country. But v
this can hinder more than it helps some of the basic human rights. In other country’s religion is non-

existent in their human rights, such as countries run by a militant group. In countries such as Burma, where
they are ruled by the military, religion does not determine to any extent the citizen’s human rights.

Whether religion plays a part in the country’s human rights or not does not determine whether the citizens /
gain simple human rights or not. t/
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Performance Standards for Stage 2 Religion Studies – Written Task
	
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Investigation and Application
	Analysis and Evaluation
	Reflection

	A
	Insightful explanation of different religious beliefs, perspectives, and experiences, within and across traditions.

Clear and in-depth knowledge and perceptive understanding of religious and spiritual ideas, concepts, and issues in selected sources.
	Sustained and logical development and application of appropriate investigation methods, including highly productive use of inquiry skills.

Insightful and appropriate application of knowledge and understanding of religions and spiritualties in local and global contexts.

In-depth investigation and detailed explanation of a range of religious and spiritual phenomena.

Well-informed, clear, and well-structured communication, and well-reasoned presentation of conclusions.
	Perceptive and critical analysis of religious and spiritual ideas, concepts, and issues in selected sources.

In-depth and well-informed analysis of the various ways in which religion and spirituality in Australia have an impact on, and are influenced by, sociocultural, historical, and/or political events and attitudes.

Insightful and critical evaluation of definitions of religion and spirituality.
	Insightful and critical reflection on the personal significance of religions and spiritualities in traditional and contemporary societies.

Well-informed and perceptive consideration and explanation of the social significance of religions and spiritualities in traditional and contemporary societies.

Well-informed and perceptive exploration of the relevance of religions and spiritualities in contemporary Australia.

	B
	Well-considered explanation of different religious beliefs, perspectives, and experiences, within and across traditions.

Mostly clear and detailed knowledge and well-informed understanding of religious and spiritual ideas, concepts, and issues in selected sources.
	Clear development and application of appropriate investigation methods, including productive use of inquiry skills.

Well-considered and appropriate application of knowledge and understanding of religions and spiritualties in local and global contexts.
Some depth of investigation and accurate explanation of a range of religious and spiritual phenomena.

Mostly well-informed, clear and structured communication and reasoned presentation of conclusions. 
	Clear and critical analysis of religious and spiritual ideas, concepts, and issues in selected sources.
Detailed and well-informed analysis of the various ways in which religion and spirituality in Australia have an impact on, and are influenced by, sociocultural, historical, and/or political events and attitudes.

Considered and critical evaluation of definitions of religion and spirituality.
	Thoughtful and critical reflection on the personal significance of religions and spiritualities in traditional and contemporary societies.

Well-informed consideration and explanation of the social significance of religions and spiritualities in traditional and contemporary societies.

Well-informed exploration of the relevance of religions and spiritualities in contemporary Australia.

	C
	Some considered explanation of different religious beliefs, perspectives, and experiences, within and across traditions.

Generally relevant knowledge and informed understanding of religious and spiritual ideas, concepts, and issues in selected sources.
	Competent development and application of appropriate investigation methods, including generally productive use of inquiry skills.

Appropriate application of knowledge and understanding of religions and spiritualties in local and global contexts.

Competent investigation and explanation of a range of religious and spiritual phenomena. Explanation may include some inaccuracies.

Generally informed, clear, and structured communication, with some reasoned conclusions. 
	Generally clear analysis of religious and spiritual ideas, concepts, and issues in selected sources.

Informed analysis of some of the ways in which religion and spirituality in Australia have an impact on, and are influenced by, sociocultural, historical, and/or political events and attitudes.

Some critical evaluation of definitions of religion and spirituality, tending towards description.
	Considered reflection on the personal significance of religions and spiritualities in traditional and contemporary societies.

Generally informed consideration and explanation of the social significance of religions and spiritualities in traditional and contemporary societies.

Informed exploration of the relevance of religions or spiritualities in contemporary Australia.

	D
	Description of aspects of more than one religious belief, perspective, or experience, within or across traditions.

Identification and some consideration of one or more religious and/or spiritual ideas, concepts, or issues in a selected source or sources.
	Application of aspects of an investigation method, including inconsistent use of some inquiry skills.

Application of some basic knowledge of religions or spiritualties in local and global contexts.

Partial investigation and explanation of aspects of religious and spiritual phenomena, with limited detail and some inaccuracies.

Disjointed and partly informed communication, with inclusion of some summary comments.
	Description and some attempted analysis or consideration of aspects of religious or spiritual ideas, concepts and issues, with partial reference to sources.

Description and some attempted analysis or consideration of one or more ways in which religion and spirituality in Australia have an impact on, and are influenced by, events or attitudes.

Some recognition and description of definitions of religion or spirituality.
	Some reflection on the personal significance of religions or spiritualities in traditional and contemporary societies.

Some basic consideration and description of the social significance of a religion or spirituality in a traditional and contemporary society.

Partial exploration of the relevance of religions or spiritualities in contemporary Australia.

	E
	Identification of one or more beliefs, perspectives, or experiences, in a religious tradition.

Limited consideration of any religious or spiritual ideas, concepts, or issues in a selected source.
	Attempted application of aspects of an investigation method, including identification of one or more sources of information.

Attempted application of some emerging awareness of religions or spiritualties.

Communication of some awareness of a religious phenomenon.

Attempted communication of limited information.
	Attempted description of a religious or spiritual idea, concept, or issue, with limited reference to any sources of information.

Description of limited aspects of religion or spirituality in Australia.

Listing of some definitions of religion or spirituality.
	Recognition of the personal significance of an aspect of religion or spirituality in traditional or contemporary societies.

Limited consideration of the social significance of religions or spiritualities in traditional or contemporary societies.

Attempted exploration of an aspect of the relevance of religion or spirituality in contemporary Australia.
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 Assessment Type 2: Written Assignments





Written Assignments – Grade: B





Knowledge and Understanding


	KU1	Explanation of different religious beliefs, perspectives, and experiences within and across traditions.


	KU2	Knowledge and understanding of religious and spiritual ideas, concepts, and issues in selected sources.


Shows evidence of ‘mostly clear and detailed knowledge of religious and spiritual ideas’ in paragraph 2. Shows knowledge that Burma is a Buddhist country; however, none of Burma’s laws are based on this religion. The evidence also covers the issue of human rights being taken away by the military; this reflects the capacity to provide a well-considered explanation.


There is effective use of a quote at the top of page 2 to back up the point being made gives a ‘well considered explanation of different religious beliefs’.





Investigation and Application


	IA1	Development and application of appropriate methods of investigation, including use of inquiry skills.


	IA2	Application of knowledge and understanding of religions and spiritualties in local and global contexts.


	IA4	Clarity of communication, including presentation of conclusions.


‘A clear development and application of investigation methods’ is shown in the use of secondary sources that are referred to in the essay.


Also, an appropriate application of knowledge and understanding of religions in global contexts is shown in the discussion of Burma and the Middle East.


Overall the evidence is ‘mostly well-informed’ with ‘reasoned conclusions’ presented in the final paragraph.





Analysis and Application


	AE1	Analysis of religious and spiritual ideas, concepts, and issues in selected sources.


‘Clear and critical analysis of religious issues in selected sources’ is shown in the main body of the essay. Some simplistic conclusions reached; for example, it could be argued that it is not the Qur’an that teaches inequality.
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