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LEARNING AND ASSESSMENT PLAN

Stage 1 Cross-disciplinary Studies
	School
	

	Contact Teacher
	


	

	Other schools using this plan
	


	

	SACE

School Code
	
	Year
	
	Enrolment Code
	
	Program Variant Code (A–W)
	

	
	
	
	
	Stage
	Subject Code
	No. of Credits (10 or 20)
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	2010
	
	1
	C
	X
	D
	10
	
	
	


COHORT/CONTEXT DESCRIPTION
	· This should describe the cohort of students (e.g. student background and learning needs).
To cater for students with an interest in both the Sciences and the Arts, the school is offering a Cross-disciplinary Studies program that integrates the two learning areas. The mixed ability class consists of 10 girls and 8 boys. Students have indicated a range of Stage 2 subject choices that include Biology, Scientific Studies, Visual Arts, Creative Arts and possibly Cross-disciplinary Studies.


LEARNING PROGRAM DESIGN

	This should describe:

· how the learning program has been designed to engage the range of students in the cohort described above

· the intended delivery of the learning program (e.g. students will undertake elements of the program off- campus, program delivered over ten weeks).
The learning interest for this program is Communicating or expressing aspects of Biological principles through the Visual Arts. The particular needs and interests of the students are catered for through the topic/process choices provided. The class negotiates with the teachers to focus on one or two Biology topics and choose relevant Visual Art approaches to help communicate or express information and opinions. The class discusses the possibilities of choosing: human anatomy and physiology, zoological studies, marine studies, botany, genetics, and evolutionary theories. Possible art approaches include, the art of different cultures and eras, studies of aesthetics, life drawing, art depicting human and animal movement, plant life and varying genres of art in the form of painting, sculpture, printmaking and graphic design. 
The program has three single 45 minute lessons and one double 90 minute lesson per week and is delivered by two teachers, one of whom will be an Art teacher, the other a Biology teacher. The two teachers deliver some aspects of the program of work separately and other aspects together. Both contribute to the learning and assessment program. 


capabilities, literacy and NUMERACY OPPORTUNITIES

	This should explain how the learning program provides opportunities for students to develop their capabilities and their literacy and numeracy skills (e.g. strategies and resources).
Capabilities
Students are encouraged to:

· acquire a range of communication skills and use appropriate terminology and communication technologies to express visually to a selected audience
· develop an understanding of citizenship through interaction with a range of people in the community and through gaining an understanding of diverse cultural perspectives about scientific discovery and visual representation of the natural world
· demonstrate creativity, originality and innovation in their learning and striving for personal development and achievement
· acquire problem-solving skills both independently and with others, develop work-related skills and gain insights into future work, education and life opportunities related to Art and Biology
· gain insights into the role of disciplines and the bases of knowledge and how this has changed over time to enhance their learning in this program of work
Literacy and Numeracy skills

Students are provided with opportunities to develop literacy skills, including the use of specific knowledge and terminology of Biology and Visual Arts. Students also are provided with opportunities to develop numeracy skills, through the use of tables, graphs and diagrams to help visually represent biological data.
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Subject        Cross-disciplinary Studies        Variant  ____    School _______________________________    Contact Teacher  ___________________________________

ASSESSMENT OVERVIEW 

Complete the table below to demonstrate how the set of assessments addresses all of the learning requirements and assessment design criteria.

	Weighting of Assessment Types
	Name of Assessment 

 (as described in the assessment details following)

	Learning Requirements 

(Indicate the Learning Requirements addressed)
	Assessment Design Criteria

(Indicate the Assessment Design Criteria addressed)

	
	
	Understanding aspects of the disciplines related to the learning interest
	Apply perspectives from two or more disciplines to develop the learning interest and relevant capabilities
	Analyse and synthesise ideas and information  from different sources and perspectives
	Reflect on the ways in which the relevant disciplines inform the learning interest
	Work independently and with others to develop and communicate understanding, insights and ideas
	Analyse their own learning and apply relevant feedback
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Application
	Analysis and Reflection
	Interaction and Communication

	Assessment Type
	Weighting (%)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Group project
	30
	An investigation of the work of linked artists and biologists
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(
	1
	1,2
	2,3,4
	1 

	Skills and applications task
	50
	Display: visual expression/communication of biological concepts
	(
	(
	(
	
	(
	
	1,2
	1,2, 3
	
	1,2

	Analysis
	20
	Short answer responses:  the nature of the two disciplines
	(
	
	(
	(
	(
	
	1
	
	1
	2

	
	
	Argument : aesthetics or ethics in a biological or visual arts concept in the natural world
	(
	
	(
	(
	(
	(
	2
	
	2,3
	2


Three or four assessments. Please refer to the Cross-disciplinary Subject Outline.

(Note: to record any changes to the assessment outline, please use the Addendum to Learning and Assessment Plan attached).
Subject        Cross-disciplinary Studies        Variant  ____    School _______________________________    Contact Teacher  ___________________________________

ASSESSMENT DETAILS

Use the table below to provide details of the assessments designed to provide opportunities for the range of students in the cohort to show evidence of their learning against the performance standards.
	Name of Assessment
(Assessment type)
	Description of Assessment (a description of the flexible, and where appropriate, negotiable, ways in which students show evidence that demonstrates their learning against the performance standards, including to the highest standard)
	Assessment conditions as appropriate (e.g. task type, word length, time allocated, supervision)

	Short answer responses: the nature of the two disciplines
(Analysis)
	Students demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of aspects of the two disciplines, as applied to the learning interest. Students communicate specific insights and ideas about the learning interest in their responses.
	The written responses to unseen questions are to be completed in a 45 minute lesson, supervised by the teacher. Students may refer to their own notes to assist them.

	An investigation of the work of linked artists and biologists 

(Group project)
	Students form groups according to Biological or Visual Arts interest (e.g. Marine biology, Life drawing groups). Students within the group select a biologist or an artist to investigate. In this investigation students:

· analyse the Biologist or Artist’s work and achievements

· make links with the other discipline. (The link can be made through subject matter, era, cultural background, art genre or scientific field). 

The Group presentation includes details of the work, accomplishments and analysis of at least one example of the work of all artists and biologists studied by the group members. Group presentations demonstrate understanding of the link that has been made between the two professions. 

Individual reports include evidence of involvement in the group project, an analysis of own learning, the particular capabilities and interactive and collaborative skills developed. Students demonstrate an understanding of the insights and ideas about the possible links between artists and biologists.
	Each member of the group contributes to the oral explanation/PowerPoint presentation which should be highly visual. All members of the group are awarded the same mark for this part of the task. The audience consists of other students in the class The group presentation is to be no more than 15 minutes long.

Individual reports should be a maximum of 750 words. 

	Argument : aesthetics or ethics in a biological or visual arts concept in the natural world 

(Analysis)
	The teacher introduces ethical and aesthetic issues in Biology and Art, for class discussion which may include: genetics and ethics, animal experimentation ethics, aesthetics of the perfect human proportion, aesthetics of nature or artistic style depicting the natural world, appropriation verses forgery in Art. Students research two specific issues (one ethical and one aesthetic), from several sources (e.g. interview, survey, secondary etc). Students complete a written response to demonstrate their understanding of and opinions on ethical and aesthetic issues in Biology and Art. 
	Students complete a maximum of 1000 words (acknowledgement of sources not included in word count).

	Display: visual expression/communication of biological concepts

(Skills and applications task)
	Students individually contribute to a display which communicates or expresses aspects of biological principles in visual art form. The contribution includes a written component which interprets or explains the visual communication. Students work as a whole class to choose visual representation forms and biological concepts that provide a range of display items. The audience for the display is the school or local community. Possible examples include: a set of anatomically correct life drawings of the human figure in different poses; botanical studies of Australian flora; sculpture or painting expressing human or animal movement showing understanding of the physiology; animation or graphic design describing or depicting a biological process; wild life drawing, painting or printmaking which describe or depict physical characteristics, habitat and behaviours of birds, mammals, insects or marine life (connection to ornithology, zoology, entomology or marine biology); family portraits depicting anatomy, inheritance and genetics; enhancing digital photography to compare species; illustration communicating evolutionary theories. Students contribute to the organisation, production, and presentation of the display and seek feedback from the audience. Students work together to produce a display which fulfils the class aims and planned outcomes for the learning interest.
	Students produce material for display which is essentially visual in nature, but include written/annotated display materials to help explain concepts.

Written/annotated material should be no more than 150 words. 

Collaborative and interactive skills to be assessed through teacher observation.
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CHANGES MADE TO THE LEARNING AND ASSESSMENT PLAN

	Describe any changes made to the Learning and Assessment Plan to support students to be successful in meeting the requirements of the subject. In your description, please explain:

· what changes have been made to the plan

· the rationale for making the changes

· whether these changes have been made for all students, or individuals within the student group.




PRINCIPAL ENDORSEMENT

The changes made to the Learning and Assessment Plan support student achievement of the performance standards and retain alignment with the subject outline.

	Signature of Principal or nominee
	

	Date
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