STAGE 2 INFORMATION PROCESSING & PUBLISHING

Assessment Type 2: Issues Analysis

ISSUES ANALYSIS TASK

Purpose

To demonstrate your ability to:

· understand, select and use appropriate hardware and software

· understand, analyse and evaluate the impact of social, ethical and legal issues related to information-processing and publishing technologies.


Description of Assessment
In your job as a graphic designer you are extremely overloaded with work. The deadlines for the majority of your current projects are all around the same time. This has forced you to look for shortcuts in trying to finish the work. 

It would be so easy to download text, images, logos etc. from the Internet and incorporate them into some of the work you are preparing for your clients, passing it off as your own original work.

This has been discussed with your peers over coffee. They have advised you not to do this for a number of reasons. 

Your colleagues are appalled as they don’t think you understand how this will impact on you professionally, your employer, the client and the rightful owners of the work that you are passing off as your own. 
· What is the issue here?

· What are the ethical implications involved for all parties involved in this scenario? 
· What recommendation/s would you make to the graphic designer in this scenario?

Assessment Conditions
Write an analysis of the issue and your recommendation in a report which is to be a maximum of 1200 words in length. You may negotiate another form of presentation. Presentation(s) must demonstrate use of an appropriate software application. The word count must be included at the end of the report. You must include a correctly formatted bibliography. The bibliography is not included in the word count.

As a general guide a report format requires:
· title page

· contents page (where applicable)

· headings

· page numbers

· footnotes

· Times New Roman/12 point/1.5 spacing

· bibliography.

	Learning Requirements
	Assessment Design Criteria
	Capabilities

	1. understand, select, and use appropriate hardware and software for the completion of text-based communication tasks

2. apply manipulative and organisational skills to the use of information-processing technology

3. apply layout and design principles to the production of text-based documents or presentations

4. understand and apply the design process in planning, producing, and evaluating text-based products
5. evaluate a text-based product and the design process used
6. understand, analyse, and evaluate the impact of social, ethical, and/or legal issues related to information-processing and publishing technologies.


	Understanding

The specific features are as follows:

U1
Understanding of appropriate hardware and software for the completion of text-based communication tasks.

U2
Understanding of the design process in planning, producing, and evaluating text-based products. 

U3
Understanding of the impact of social, ethical, and/or legal issues related to information-processing and publishing technologies.

Development and Application

The specific features are as follows:

DA1
Selection and use of appropriate hardware and software in the completion of text-based communication tasks.

DA2
Application of manipulative and organisational skills in the use of information-processing technology.

DA3
Application of layout and design principles to the production of text-based documents or presentations.

DA4
Application of the design process in planning and producing text-based products. 

Analysis and Evaluation

The specific features are as follows:

AE1
Analysis and evaluation of the impact of social, ethical, and/or legal issues related to information-processing and publishing technologies.

AE2 Evaluation of text-based products and the design process used.
	Communication

Citizenship

Personal Development

Work

Learning


Performance Standards for Stage 2 Information Processing and Publishing

	
	Understanding
	Development and Application
	Analysis and Evaluation

	A
	Comprehensive understanding of the most appropriate hardware and software for the completion of text-based communication tasks.

Comprehensive understanding of the design process in planning, producing, and evaluating text-based products.

In-depth understanding of the impact of social, ethical, and/or legal issues related to information-processing and publishing technologies.
	Discerning selection and highly proficient use of appropriate hardware and software in the completion of text-based communication tasks. 

Highly proficient application of manipulative and organisational skills in the use of information-processing technology.

Consistent and thoughtful application of layout and design principles to the production of text-based documents or presentations. 

Comprehensive and well-considered application of the design process in planning and producing text-based products.
	Perceptive and thorough analysis and evaluation of the impact of social, ethical, and/or legal issues most closely related to information-processing and publishing technologies.

Discerning and thorough evaluation of text-based products and the design process used.

	B
	Well-informed understanding of appropriate hardware and software for the completion of text-based communication tasks.

Well-informed understanding of the design process in planning, producing, and evaluating text-based products.

Well-considered understanding of the impact of social, ethical, and/or legal issues related to information-processing and publishing technologies.
	Well-considered selection and proficient use of appropriate hardware and software in the completion of text-based communication tasks. 

Proficient application of manipulative and organisational skills in the use of information-processing technology.

Thoughtful application of layout and design principles to the production of text-based documents or presentations.

Well-considered application of the design process in planning and producing text-based products.
	Well-considered analysis and evaluation of the impact of social, ethical, and/or legal issues closely related to information-processing and publishing technologies.

Well-considered evaluation of text-based products and the design process used.

	C
	Informed understanding of appropriate hardware and software for the completion of text-based communication tasks. 

Competent understanding of the design process in planning, producing, and evaluating text-based products.

Informed understanding of the impact of social, ethical, and/or legal issues related to information-processing and publishing technologies.
	Considered selection and use of appropriate hardware and software in the completion of text-based communication tasks. 

Competent application of manipulative and organisational skills in the use of information-processing technology.

Competent application of layout and design principles to the production of text-based documents or presentations.

Competent application of the design process in planning and producing text-based products.
	Considered analysis and evaluation of the impact of social, ethical, and/or legal issues related to information-processing and publishing technologies.

Competent evaluation of text-based products and the design process used.

	D
	Some recognition of hardware or software for the completion of basic text-based communication tasks.

Some understanding of basic aspects of the design process in planning, producing, and evaluating text-based products.

Awareness of some impacts of social, ethical, or legal issues that are partly related to information-processing and publishing technologies.
	Partial use of basic hardware or software in the completion of basic text-based communication tasks.

Some application of basic manipulative and organisational skills in the use of information-processing technology.

Some application of basic layout and design principles to the production of text-based documents or presentations.

Basic application of some aspects of the design process in planning and producing one or more text-based products.
	Some awareness of the impact of one or more social, ethical, or legal issues related to information-processing and publishing technologies.

Some basic assessment of text-based products, with some reference to the design process.

	E
	Identification of aspects of hardware or software related to text-based communication tasks.

Some recognition of limited aspects of the role of the design process in planning, producing, and evaluating text-based products.

Limited consideration of any issues that may be related to information-processing and publishing technologies.
	Attempted use of basic hardware or software in attempting text-based communication tasks.

Limited application of manipulative and organisational skills in attempting to use information-processing technology.

Attempted use of elements of layout and design principles in the attempted production of a text-based document or presentation.

Attempted application of one or more aspects of the design process in planning and attempting to produce a simple text-based product.
	Emerging awareness of one or more aspects of the impact of a social, ethical, or legal issue related to information-processing and publishing technologies.

Attempted description of one or more text-based products, with limited reference to the design process.


Please note: Whether one or two tasks are set, the combined length for Issues Analysis for a 20-credit subject is:


a maximum of 1200 words for a written presentation


a maximum of 8 minutes for an oral presentation.
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